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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


4 


MR PI 7 7 


SIR, 


NEVER poor wight of a Dedicator had lefs. 
hopes from his Dedication, than I have from 
this of mine; for it is written in a by-corner 
of the kingdom, and in a retired thatch'd 
| houſe, where I live in a conſtant endeavour to 
fence againſt the infirmities of ill health, and 
other evils of life, by mirth; being firmly 
perſuaded, that every time a man ſmiles 
put much more ſo when he laughs that it 
addy fomething to this r of Life. 


I nuxBLY beg, Sir, that you will honour 
this book, by taking it (not under your pro- 
tection, —it mult protect itſelf, but) 
into the country with you; where, if I am 
ever told it has made you ſmile, or Can cons 


ceive 


DE DICAT ION. 
ceive it has beguiled you of one moment's 
pain—T ſhall think myſelf as happy as a Mi- 
niſter of State perhaps much happier than 
any one (one only excepted) that 1 have ever 
read or heard ww 


71 an, Great Sir, 
{and what is more to your Honour } 
Ian, God bir, 
LOO Your Mell. wiſher, : 
8 end 10 humble Fellow: Sue, 


5 
r | Ph Avikos, 


Lavgnce STERNE was the ſon of an Iriſh of- 
ficer, and born in the barracks of Dublin: But, though 
nurtured among ſoldiers, he was a ſon of the Church; 
and, if we may take the opinion of a biſhop on his 
” ſermons, not unworthy the title. His great-grandfa- 


ther was an archbiſhop, and his uncle a prebendary * 
one of our cathedrals. 


| From ſchool, he. paſſed i in due W to e univer- 

fi, where he, ſpent the uſual number of years; read 
a great deal, laughed more, and ſometimes took. the 
diverſion of puzzling his tutors. He left Cambridge 
with the character of an odd man, who had no harm 
in him, and who had parts, if he would uſe them.” 


Upon leaviog the univerſity, he ſeated himſelf quiet- 
ly in the lap of the Church, at Sutton on the Foreſt 
of Galtrees, a ſmall vicarage in Vorkſhire. Here he 
waited patiently, till time and chance (which now guide 
where judgment once preſided) ſhould raiſe him to 
what they pleaſed : and here an occaſion offered, 


which made him firſt feel himſelf, and to which, per- 
haps, we owe the origin of the RY of Triſtram. 1 


"Tina 8 a diſpute among ſome of the 655 
periors of his order, in which Mr Sterne's friend, one 
of the beſt men in the world, was concerned. A per- 
ſon, who filled a lucrative benefice, was not ſatisfied 
with enjoying it during his own lifetime, but exerted: 
all his intereſt to have it entailed upon his wife and 
ſon after his deceaſe. Mr Sterne's friend, who expect 
ed the reverſion of this * had not | howerer ſuf. 


Vos 1. th N ficient 


. 


' 


tu) 5 

ficient influence to prevent the ſucceſs of his ad ver- 
ſary. At this critical period, Mr Sterne attacked the 
monopolizer in joke, and wrote „ The hiftory of a 

good warm watch- coat, with which the preſent poſ- 
« ſeſſor is not content to cover his own ſhoulders, unlefs 
«he can alſo cut out of it a petticoat for his — and 
WA * 


Wuar all the ſerious arguments in the works: cabs 
not have affected, Sterne's ſatir ical pen brought about. 
The intended monopolizer ſent him word, that if he 

would ſuppreſs the publication of this ſaveaſin, he 
would refign' his pretenſions to the next candidate. 
The pamphlet was fupprefled, the reverfion took place, 
and Mr Sterne was requited, by the intereſt of his pa- 


AE ROY with the * of York. 


2 


A e TY chant the ſame time, n 
ed exceedin . to eſtabliſh the reputation of Mr 
Sterne's wit. It was this: He was fitting in the —_ 
| houſe at York, when a ftranger came in, who I 
much offence to the company, confiſting - chiefly of 

entlemen of the gown, by deſcanting too freely upon 
: religion, and the hypocriſy of the clergy. The young 
% £5 _ at length -addrefſed himſelf to Mr Sterne, aſk- 
ing him, what ware his ſentiments upon the ſubject ; 
3 inſtead of anſwering him direQly, he told the 
witling, That “ his dog was reckoned one of the moſt 
ei beautiful pointers in the whole county, was very 
e goOd- natured, but that he had an infernal trick, 

« which deſtroyed all his good qualities. He never 
cs ſees a clergyman,” (continued Sterne) „ but he im- 

- 4 mediately flies at him —« How long may he have 
cc ROM _ 5 Siri ach Ever Lace a was a Puppy. MW 


3 


Sub e bt the nd of Volume Nt. under u the title 4 5 
e ROMANCE, ay | i 
X70 * 2 he 


<, 
„ 


| The young man felt the keenneſs of the ſatire, turn» 
ed upon his heel, and left Sterne to triumph. 


Py 


Ar this time, Mr Sterne was peſſeſſed of ſome good 
livings, having enjoyed, ſo early as the year 1745, the 
vicarage of Sutton on the Foreſt of Galtrees, where 
| he uſually performed divine ſervice on Sunday morn- 7 
| ings; and in the afternoon he preached at the reQory* - 
of Stillington, which he held as one of the prebends 
of York, in which capacity he alſo. aſſiſted regularly 

in his turn, at the cathedral, Thus he decently. lived 

a becoming ornament of the Church, till his Rabelai- 
fan ſpirit, which iſiued from the preſs, immdbſed him 
in the gayeties and frivolities of the World. | 


7c 


3 His wit and humour were already greatly admired 
. BK vithin the circle of his. acquaintance ; but his genius 
bad never yet reached the capital, when his two firſt _ 
volumes of Triſtram Shandy made their appearance. 
They were printed at York, and propoſed to the book - 
ſellers there at a very moderate price: thoſe. gent le- 
men, however, were ſuch judges of their valne, that 
they ſaree offered the price of paper and print! and 
the work made its. way into the world without any of 
the artifices which are often practiſed to put off an 
edition. A large imprefficn being almoſt inſtantane- 
ouſly ſold, the bookſellers were rouſed from their, le- 
thargy, and every one was eager to purchaſe the ſecond 
edition of the copy. Mr Sterne fold it for ſix hung 
dred pounds, after being refuſed fifty pounds for the A 
| firſt impreſſion and proprictorſhip. -_ _ - + 


% 


Ik two firſt volumes of Triſtram Shandy were 
now in every body's hands All read, moſt approw-. — 
ed, but few underſtood them. Thoſe who had not 
entered into the ludicrous manner of Rabelais, or the 
poigvant ſatire of Swift, did not comprehend them.z 
but they joined with the multitude, and pronounced 
71mm ß ĩ 
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$2 Triſtram Shandy very clever. Even the reviewers re- 
commended Mr dhandy as a writer infinitely more in- 


genious and entertaining than other of the preſent 
race of noveliſts ; adding, his characters were ſtriking 


and fingular, his obſervations ſhrewd and pertinent, 


and, making a few exceptions, that his humour was 


| ealy and genuine. . 3 A 


Tux publication of theſe two volumes PTD" Me 


5 Freak into great repute. He was conſidered as the 


-genius of the age : His company was equally courted 
by the hat the literati, the witty, and the gay; and 
niidered as a kind of honour to have paſſed 
an evening with the author of Triſtram. Shandy. 
Though ſome of the over-rigid clergy condemned 


this ludicrous performance, and judged it incompati- 
ble with that purity and morality which ſhould ever 


"accompany the writings of the gentlemen of the gown : 


"theſe cenſures were far from being univerſal, even a- 
mong the clergy ; and the acquaintance he made by 
this publication, were, in many reſpects, advantageous 
to him. Among others, the Earl Faulconberg fo par- 
ticularly patronized the Author of this work, that; to 
teſtify his approbation; he preſented Mr Sterne with 
the rectory of Cawood, which was an agreeable and 


convenient addition to his other livings, bewg all 7 in | 


the deo of Tork. 1 5 . 


— 


His next publication 3 of two volumes of 


ſermons, which the ſevereſt critics could not help ap- 
plauding, for the purity and elegance of their ſtyle, 
and the excellence of their moral. The manner in 
which they were uſhered to public notice was, by 


ſome, ſeverely condemned, whilſt others lamented that : 


duch excellent diſcourſes ſhould ſtand in need of ſuch 


an introduction; and many were of opinion, that he 


bad wrote Triſtram Shandy Pay to FO. them, 


, 4 BP, 
* - 


a. 


| | o 
- 


* 


2s, in his preface te the ſermons, he acquaints the 
reader, that „ the ſermon which gave riſe to the pub- 
e lication of theſe, having been offered to the public 8 


« as a ſermon of Yorick's, he hoped the moſt ſerious 
« reader would find nothing to offend him, in his con- 


(c tinving thoſe two volumes under the ſame title : 
« Left it ſhould be otherwiſe, I have added a fecond 


« title-page, with the real name of the author: the 


4 firſt will ſerve the bookſeller's purpoſe, as Yorick's 


« name is poſſibly of the two the more known; ; 
e and the ſecond will eaſe the minds of thoſe who ſee 


.« a jeſt, and the danger which Jurks under it, where 
e no jeſt was meant.“ 


* 


Warn the third and fourth Lobes of Triſtram 
Shandy made their appearance, the public was not 
quite fo eager in purchaſing and applauding them, as 


they had been with rer ect to the firſt two volumes. 
: The novelty -of the ſtyle and manner no longer re- 
| mained ; his digreſſions were by many conſidered as 
Ev ee and his aſteriſks too obſcure; nay, ſome in- 


vidious critics, who pretended to be able to point them 


out, inſinuated, that * were tos indelicate for the 
” eye of chaſtity. | : 


Hz had, Ie EY a great number of AVER ARE 3 


F and he was encouraged to publiſh. a fifth and fixth/ 


volume. Their ſatire was ſtill poignant, ſpirited, and, 1 


in general, extremely juſt. The characters, though 


ſome what overcharged, were lively, and in nature. 
He conſtantly caught the Ridiculous, wherever he 


found it; and be never failed to preſent it to his 
readers in the moſt agreeable point of light. Of his 
Kill in delineating and ſapporting his characters, thoſe 


of the Father of his hero, of his uncle Toby, and of 


Corporal Trim (out of numberleſs others,) afford am- 
m OT» 1 0 his power in thẽ babe Whoever: fhall 


A © | | read 
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read the Rates of Le Fevre, Maria, the Monk, and 
the dead Aſs, muſt, if he has feelings, bear fuBicient 
teſtimony; and his Sermons throughout (though 
ſometimes, perhaps, chargeable with a levity not en- 
tirely becoming the pulpit) breathe the kindeſt ſpirit 
of philanthropy, of good- will towards men. 

Tux ſeventh, eighth, and ninth volumes „ have 
not yet completed Triſtram Shandy ; ſo that, what 
was faid upon the publication of his firſt volumes, has 
been verified : « Mr Shandy ſeems ſo extremely fond 
« of digreſſions, and of giving his hiſtorical readers 
« the flip upon all occaſions, that we are not a little 


_ $6 apprehenſive he may, ſome time or other, give them 
« the flip in good earneſt, and leave the _ before 
the ſtory be finiſhed.” 8 


Isx the 6 . Mr Sterne carries 
his readers through France, and introduces ſome ſcenes 
and characters, which are afterwards taken up in the 


Sentimental Journey, particularly that of Maria; fo 
that this may, in ſome meaſure, be conſidered as a 


"continuation of the Life and Opinions of 'F riſtram 


Shandy. 


Ir is almoft needlefs to CRE of a book fo unz⸗ 


verſally read as Shandy, that the ſtory of the hero's 
life is the leaft part of the author's concern. It is, in 


reality, nothing more than a vehicle for ſatire on a 


great variety of ſpbj:&s. Moſt of theſe ſatirical ſtrokes 
are introduced with little regard to any connection, ei- 


ther with the principal ſtory or with each other. The 


author having no determined end in view, runs from 


object to object, as they happen to firike a very lively 


| and very irregular imagination. In fact, the book is a 
755 1 1 Keyes of R z yet Wien this and 


* 


'®* The os of theſe nine debe 1s s comprekended in the 


4 . other 


Three ne of this edition. 


7 * vil 3 „ 
Gd blemiſhes, the Life of Triſtram Shandy has un- 8 

common merit; and the freedom and ſincerity of its 
author, perhaps, cannot be equalled by any other 
writer beſide the incomparable Montaigne. The faults 
of an original work are always pardoned; and it is 
not ſurpriſing, that at a time when a tame imitation 
makes almoſt the whole merit of ſo many books, fo 

: happy an attempt at novelty ſhould have been ſo welt 

received. His laſt * work, however, may be confider- 

| e as his greateſt, ſince it contains a variety of agree- 


i I + OX bw 


able pathetic. deſcriptions, in an eaſy fimple ſtyle, 
cleared from much of the obſcurity and, leuty which | 
degrade the former volumes. a 


As Mr Sterne advanced in literary fame, he left his 

livings to the care of his curates; and though he 
acquired ſome thouſands by his productions, being a 
character very diſtant from an œconomiſt, his ſavipgs 
were no greater at the end of the year, than when he 
had no other ſupport but the ſingle vicarage of Sutton. 
Indeed, his travelling expences abroad, and the luxu- 
rious manner in which he lived with the gay and po- 
te at home, greatly promoted the diffipation of a very 
conſiderable ſum, which his writings had produced, 
and which might have been a future aſſiſtance to his 
family. This being the caſe, at his death, his widow 
and daughter, an agreeable young lady about ſixteen, 
who had both reſided for ſome. years in a convent. in 
France +, having feparated from Mr Sterne through _ 
ſome pique, which was differently accounted for by 
the parties, finding that their PREY muſt difcontt= 

« EM nue, 


„be Sentimental Journey. „ : 


t A particular and ingenious account of this abſurd practice 
of the Engliſh, is given in“ Col. Thiekneſſe's Obſervations an 
« the Cuſtoms and Manners of the French nation, in Which 
"many. uſeful hints and informations, to travellers — the 
* * e may be found. | 


f 


” | viii 9 | 


nue, returned to England, in order to publiſh his paſt 
humous works. Being at York during the races, ſome 
humane gentlemen, friends and admirers of the late 
Prebend, took into conſideration their diſagreeable ſi- 
i tuation, 3 made them a preſent of a purſe contain- 
ing a thouſand pounds. This unexpected. and gene- 
rous ſupply, added to a very extenſive ſubſcription of 
the nobility and gentry, to three additional volumes of 
ſermons, has afforded a ſufficient provition to enable 


them to ſupport themſelves in their late recluſe man- 


ner of life, to which they had determined to return. 


As Mr Sterne hath drawn his own character (under 
the name of Yorick) with great happineſs and ſkill, 
we will take the liberty of introducing it here, the bet- 


ter to complete our account a. the author and bis 


works : 2 


e This is all that: ever 1 my faith in 
00 regard to Yorick's. extraction, who, by what I can 
« remember of him, and by all the accounts I could 


e ever get of him, ſeemed not to have had one Angle - 
& drop of Danith blood in his whole craſis; in nine 
« hundred years it might poſſibly have all run out.— 


„ will not philoſophiſe one moment with you about 


« it; for happen how it would, the fact was this: 


4% That inſtead of that cold phlegm; and exact regu- 


Wy larity of ſenſe and humours, you would have look'd. 


4 for in one ſo extracted; —be was, on the contrary, 
4% as mercurial and ſublimated a compoſition, as hete- 


en roclite a creature in all his declenfions, with as 
much life and whim, and gaiete de cœur about him, 
« as the kindlieft climate could have engendered and 
e put together. With all this fait, poor Yorick carried 


« not one ounce of ballaft : he was utterly unpractiſed 
« in the world; and, at the age of twenty: ſix, knew 


5 © zalt about as well Bow to ſteer bis courſe in it, as 


1 


* 


LOOP: aca 8 FAY _ a * 


1 and more fow-paced were ofteneſt in his way, 


, all its pretenſions, 


| 5 | 
«2 romping unſuſpicious girl of thirteen: 80 that, 
* upon his firſt ſetting out, the briſk gale of his ſpi- | 
« rits, as you will imagine, ran him foul, ten times in 
« day, of ſomebody's tackling ; and as the grave 


« you may likewiſe imagine, twas with ſuch he gene- 


cc rally. had the ill luck to get the moſt entangled, 


« For aught I know, there might be ſome. mixture of 
«© unlucky wit at the bottom of ſuch fracas For, to 
« ſpeak the truth, Yorick had an invincible diſlike 
60 "on oppoſition in his nature to gravity not to 

« gravity as ſuch for, where gravity was wanted, 
« « he would be the moſt grave and ſerious of mortal 


men, for days and weeks together z—but he was an 


« enemy to the affectation of it, and declared open 
« war againſt it, only as it appeared a cloak for igno- 


IF. rance, or for folly; and then, whenever it fell in his 
tet way, however ſheltered and e. he — 
8. ge it much Wader. I 


* 


, SOMETIMES, in his vid way. n 875 Soul 


5 Wi that gravity was an arrant ſcoundreF und he 
« would add of the moſt dangerous kind too, 
. © becauſe a ſly one; and that he verily believed, more 


« honeſt,” well-meaning people were bubbled out of 


e their goods and morſey by it, in one twelvemonth, | 
«than. by pocket - picking and e, in ſeven. 


« In the naked temper which a m heart diſcover- 


«ed, he would ſay, There was no ger but to 
1 ;t(elf : 


—whereas the very eſſence of gravity was 
« deſign, and conſequently deceit it was a taught 


e trick, to gain credit of the world for more ſenſe and 


ce knowledge than a man was worth; and that, with 
it was no better, but often 


« worſe, than what a}French wit had long ago defin- 
60 eck it viz. A Fe carridge of he body, to 
N N 60 cover 


| * N . 4 * ba 
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© cover the defects of the mind :—which definition of 
u gravity, Yorick, with great imprudence, would ſay, 
ct deſerved to be wrote in letters of gold. 


& Bur, in plain truth, he was a man unhackneyed 
©, and unpractiſed in the world, and was altogether as 
« zndifcreet and fooliſn on every other ſubject of 
_ © diſcourſe, where policy is wont to impreſs reſtraint. 
“ Yorick had no impreflion but one, and that was 
What aroſe from the nature of the deed ſpoken 
« of; which impreffion he would uſually tranſlate 
© into plain Engliſh, without any periphraſis. 
* and too oft without much diſtinction of either 
« perſonage, time, or placez—ſo that when mention 
_* was made of a pitiful or an ungenerous proceeding, 
« —he never gave himſelf a moment's time to reflect 
* who was the hero of the piece—what his ſtation— 
or how far he had power to hurt him hereafter ; 
* but if it was a dirty action, without more 
« ado, —the man was 2 dirty fellow—and ſo on 
* Arid as his comments had uſually the ill fate to. be 
* terminated either in a bon mot, or to be enlivened 
* throughout with ſome drollery or humour of expreſ. 
Hon, it gave wings to Yorick's indifcretion. In a 
n ward, though he never ſought, yet at the ſame time, 
as he ſeldom fhunn'd occaſions of ſaying what came 
e uppermoſt, and without much ceremony, he 
e had but too many temptations in life, of ſcattering. 
„ his wit and his humour-——his gibes and his jeſts 
about him.—They were not loſt for want of gathers 
| 6 ing.“ Sg | 155 1 = Dk 


Mx Sr RN died as he lived, the ſame indifferent, 
careleſs creature; as, a day or two before, he ſeemed 
not in the leaſt affected with his approaching diſſolu- 
tion. He was buried privately in a new burying 
 _ ground belonging to the Pariſh of St George's Hano- 

. ae rs 4+ , ol 


* 


4 


5 * 


„ ·Ü»ꝛ2 


(xi) 


ver-ſquare, at twelve o'clock at noon, attended only 


by two gentlemen in a mourning coach, no bell toll- 
ing. His death was announced in the news-papers of 


| March 220, er the following Paragraph 


% Died at his lodgings in Bond:Stret the Rev. Mr 
Sterne- 


Al As, poor Yorick | ! 


Pd 


3 well; a a | 
of infinite jeſt, moſt excellent fancy, &c. 
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'TRISTRAM. SHANDY, Gent. 
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I WISH either my father or my mother, or 
indeed both of them, as they were in duty 


both equally bound to it, had minded 


what they were about when they begot me: 


Had they duly confidered how much depend · 
ed upon what they were then doing: that 
not only the production of a. rational being 
was concerned in it, but that poſſibly the hap- 


. py formation and temperature of his body, 


perhaps his genius, and the very caſt of his 
mind,—and, for aught they knew. to the con- 


trary, even the fortunes of his whole houſe, 


might take their turn from the humours and 


diſpoſitions which were then uppermoſt ;—— 


Had they duly weighed and confidered all 


this, and proceeded accordingly, I am verily 


perſuaded I ſhould have made a quite different 
„„ 


E 
2 


figure in the world, from that in which the 


reader is likely to ſee me. —Believe me, good 
folks, this is not ſo inconſiderable a thing as 2 
many of you may think, it,—You have all, | 1 
dare ſay, heard of the animal ſpirits, as how Ml - 


they are transfuſed from father to fon, tc. th 
£9c.—-and a great deal to that purpoſe — b. 
Well, you may take my word, chat nine parts u 


in ten of a man's ſenſe, or his nonſenſe; his C 
ſucceſfes and miſcarriages in this world; de- *. 
pend upon their motions and activity, and 80 

the different tracts and trains you put them 9 


into; ſo that when they are once ſet a- going, fe 
whether right or wrong, it is not, a halfpenn | 
matter, —away they go, clattering like hey 10 
go mad; and, by treading the ſame ſteps o- a 
ver and over again, they preſently make a q 
road of it, as plain and as ſmooth as a gar- fe 


den walk, which, when they are once uſed to, i © 
the Devil himſelf ſometimes ſhall not be able = 
„ ef + 


Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, have yu it © 
not forget to wind up the clock? Gd G—=! WE" 
cried my father, making an exclamation, but 5 
taking care to moderate his voice at the ſame I © 
time, Did ever woman, fince the creation of | 
the world, interrupt a man with ſuch. g filly ' 
queſtion ? Pray, what was your father ſaying? | 


Nothing. 


* 


U 
h 
„ 1 — 
? 


| dice to the eye of reaſon in ſcientifl 
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hben, poſitively, there is nothing. in 
the queſtion, that I can ſee, either good or 
bad. Then let me tell you, Sir, it was a very 


unſeaſonable queſtion at leaſt, — becauſe it 


+ 3 


ſcattered and diſperſed the animal ; ſpirits, 
whoſe buſineſs it was to have eſcorted. and 
gone hand-1n-hand with the HOMUNCULUS, . 
and conducted him ſafe to the place deſtined” 
for his reception. 1 4 1 
The HomuncvLvs, Sir, in however low 
and ludjcrous a light he may appear, in this. 
age of levity, to the eye of folly or 1 
ſearch, he ſtands confefs'd—a BEING guards 
ed and circumſcribed with rights ——TLhe 
minuteſt philoſophers, who, by the by, have 
the moſt enlarged underſtandings (their ſouls 
being inverſely as their enquiries) ſhow. us 


inconteſtibly, That the HomuyevLvus is cre- 
ated by the ſame hand, —engendered in the 


ſame courſe of nature, —endowed with the 
ſame locomotive powers and faculties with 
us: — That he conſiſts, as we do, of ſkin, 


hair, fat, fleſh, veins, arteries, ligaments, 


nerves, cartileges, bones, marrow, brains, | 
glands, genitals, humours, and articulations; 


Dis a being of-as much activity, and, in all 


ſenſes of the word, as much and as truly our 


tellon - creature, as my Lord Chancellor of 


B2 gland 
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England He may be benefited, —he may be 
injured, ——he may obtain redreſs ; 
word, he þas all the claims and rights of hu- 
manity, Which 7 ully,” Puffendorf, or the beſt 
ethic writers, allow to ariſe out of That ſtate 
and relation. 

Nou, dear Sir, what if any bent had 
befallen him in his way alone or that, 
through terror of it, natural to ſo young a 


travel cr, my little gentleman had got to bis 


zourn *s end miſerably ſpent his muſ- 
Cular trength and virility worn down to 2 
thread; 
Fond deſcription, — and that in this ſad diſ. 
orded ſtate of nerves, he had lain down a prey 
to ſudden ſtarts, or a ſeries of melancholy 
dreams and fancies, for nine long, long months 
together :I tremble to think bat a founda- 
tion had been-laid for a thouſand weakneſſes 
both of body and mind, which no {kill of the 
phyſician or the philoſopher could ever after- 
n have ſet n, to rights. 


CHAP. i. 


. indebted for the preceding anecdote, to 
* 


in a 


his on animal ſpirits ruffled be. 


„ „ „ „ 3oEe££ = 82 


my uncle Mr Toby Shandy do I ftand 4 


om my father, who was an excellent natural 
philoſopher, and much given to cloſe reaſon |} 
Ing upon the ſmalleſt” matters, had oft and 
heavily com lained of the injury; but once 
more particu larly, as my uncle Toby well re. 

member d, 
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member d, upon his. obſerving a moſt unac- 
be IM countable obliquity (as he called it), in tay 
n a MW manner of. ſetting up my top, and juſtifying 
1u- the principles upon which -L had done it,. 
zeſt the old gentleman ſhook his head, and in & 
ate tone more expreſſive by half of forrow than 
reproach, —he ſaid his beart all along forebo- 
ad £ ded 7 and he ſaw it: verified in this, and from a. 
| thouſand other obſervations he had made up- 
on me, That I ſhould neither think, nor act 
Uke any other man's child: — But ala con- 
tinued he, ſhaking his head a ſecond time, 
and wiping away a tear which was trickling 
down his cheeks, My Triſtram's. misfortungs 
began nine months before ever he came into the- 


: 4 


My mother, who was fitting by, ook d 
up, but ſhe knew no more than her back - 


la. de what my father meant; but my uncle, 


Mr Toby Shandy, who had been often inform 
ed of the affair, —under ſtood him. very well. 


"KNOW there are readers in the world, as 
well as many other good people in it, who- 
are no readers at all, — ho find themſelves ill. 
at eaſe, unleſs they are let into the whele ſe- 
cret from firſt to laſt, of every thing which 
77. 8 
It is in pure compliance with this humour of 

cheirs, and from a back wardneſs in my nature 
. = oY - te 
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to diſappoint any one foul living, that I have 
been ſo very particular already. As my life 
and opinions are likely to make ſame noiſe in 
the world, and, if I conjecture right, will take 
in all ranks, profeſſions, and denominations 
of men whatever,—be no leſs read than the 
Pilgrim's Progreſs itſelf——and, in the end, 
prove the very thing which Montaigne dread- 
ed his Effays ſhould turn out, that is, a book 
for a parlour-window zl find it neceſſary to 
eonſult every one a little in his turn; and 
therefore muſt beg pardon for going on a lit- 
tle farther in the ſame way: For which cauſe, 
NEWS =: 57 I am, that I have begun the hiſtory 


elf in the way I have done; .and that 
7 am able to go on, tracing every ching! in 


u, as Horace fays, ab Oua. 

Harace, I know, does not recommend this 
- faſhion altogether : but that gentleman. is 
ſpeaking only of an epic poem or a tragedy, 


forget which) ;—beſides, if it was not fo, 
for in 


I ſhould beg. Mr Horace's pardon ; ; 
Sr what 1 have ſet about, "5 ſhall confine 
neither to his rules, n nor to any man 's 

ru es that ever lived. - 
To ſuch, however, as do not chooſe to go 


fo far back. i into theſe things, I can give. no 
Setter advice, than that they ſkip over the re- 


Mmaining part: of this chapter; for I declare be- 


fore-hand, tis wrote only for the curious and 


Apquſtive; | £ 
_ Ihut the door— ——— I was begot i Jp 
| e 


p — 5 


n 


the night betwixt the firſt Sunday and the firſt 


Monday in the month of Mareh, in the year 
of our Lord one chouſand ſeven hundred and 


eighteen.” 1 am poſitive I was. —But how I 


came to be ſo very particular in my account 
of a thing which happened before IL was born, 
is owing to another ſmall ancedote known'on- 


e bir now nelly phyle 


1 R FA og this point. 


* 
— 


now, who was origt- 


My father, you muſt* 


nally a Turkey merchant, but had left off buſi- 
"nels for ſome years, in order to retire to, and 
1 „„ CCC 
die upon, his paternal eſtate in the county of. 


, was, I believe, one of the moſt regu- 


har men in every thing he did, whether ue 
matter of buſineſs, or matter of amuſement, 


that ever lived. As a ſmall ſpecimen of this 


extreme dxactneſs of his, to which he was in 


truth a ſlave, — he had made it a rule for ma. 


ny years of his life, —on the firſt Sumay- night 
of every month throughout the whole year, 


as certain as ever the Sunday. night came. 


to wind vp a large houſe- clock, which we had 


ſtanding on the back - ſtairs head, with bis own. 


hands: — And being ſomewhere, between fifty 
and ſixty years of age at tlie time I have been 


ſpeaking of.—— be had likewiſe gradually 
brought ſome other little family conceruments 
to the ſame period, in order, as he would often 
ſay to my uncle Toby, to get them all out of the 


|  Wayat.one time, and be no more pla qued and 


Peſtered with them the reſt of the month.” _ : 
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It was attended but with one misfortune, 
which, in a great meaſure, fell upon myſelf, 
and the effects of which I fear I ſhall carry 
with me to my grave; namely, that from an 
unhappy aſſociation of ideas, which have no 
connection in nature, it ſo fell out at length, 
that my poor mother could never hear the 


ſaid clock wound up,. — but the thoughts of 


fome other things unavoidably popped into 
her head - vice verſa: Which ſtrange 


combination of ideas, the ſagacious Locke, 


who certainly underſtood the nature of theſe 

things better than moſt men, affirms ro have 

produced more wry actions than all other 

fources of prejudice whatſoever. Re 
But this by the by. ; 


Now it appears by a memorandum in my 


father's pocket-book, which now lies upon the 


table, That on Lady-day, which was on the 
25th of the fame month in which I date my 


geniture,— my father ſet out upon oy * 
ney to London, with my eldeft brother Bobby, 


to fit him at Męftminſter ſchool; and, as it 
appears from the ſame authority, That he 


did not get down to his wife and family till 
the ſecond week in May following,” —it brings 
the thing almoſt to a certainty. However, 
what follows in the beginning of the next 
chapter, puts it beyond all poſſibility of doubt. 
hut pray, Sir, What was your father 


doing ali December, January, and February? 


UN Why, 


2 n_ y WW Ul 
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—Why, Madam, —he was all that time af- 
flicted with. a Seiatica: * e e 


N che fifth day of November, 1715, 
A F which, to the æra fixed on, was as near 


nine kalendar months as any huſband could 


in reaſon. have expected. was I Triſtram. 
Shandy, Gentleman, brought forth into this 
ſcurvy and diſaſtrous world of ours.— I wiſh I 
had been born in the Moon, or in any of the 


planets, (except Jupiter or. Saturn, becauſe 1 


never could bear cold weather) for it could 
not well have fared worſe with me in any of 
them, (though I. will not anſwer for Venus) 
than it has in this vile, dirty planet of ours - 
which, o' my conſcience, with reverence be it: 
ſpoken, I take to be made up of the ſhreds: 
and clippings of the reſt; not. but the planet: _ 
is well enough, provided a man could be born 
in it to a great title, or to a great eſtate; or 
could any how contrive to be called up to» 
public charges, and employments of dignity 
or power ;- but that is not my caſe ;---and! 
therefore every man will ſpeak of the fair as 
bis own market has gone in it,; for which: - 
cauſe I affirm it over again to be one of tb. 
vileſt worlds that ever was made; for I can: 
truly ſay, that from the firſt hour I AUrew- my 
breath in it, to this, that I can now ſcarce 


draw it at all, for ab aſthma I got in ſcating 
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34 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 
againſt the wind in Flanders ;——1 have been 
the continual ſport of what the world calls 
Fortune; and though I will not wrong her b 
ſaying, She has ever made me feel the weight 
of any great or ſignal evil ;---yet-with all the 
good temper in the world, I affirm it of her, 


8 that in every ſtage of my life, and at every 


turn and corner where ſhe could get fairly at 
me, the ungracious ducheſs has pelted me 


Vith a ſet of as pitiful miſadventures and croſs 


ene as ever r {mall "ROS 3 


. 
_— 


CHAP. VI. 


N the 8 of che laſt chapter, Lin- 
formed you exactly when I was born; but 
1 did not inform you how. No, that particu- 
lar was reſerved entirely for a chapter by itſelf. 
, —Befides, Sir, as you and I are in a manner 
2 ſtrangers to each other, it would not 
ave been ptoper to have let you into too 
many circumſtances relating to myſelf all at 
once. Leu mult have "F 
have undertaken, you fee, to write not on} 
my life, but my opinions alſo; hoping and 
3 that your knowledge of my charac- 
ter, and of what kind of a mortal] am, by the 
one, would give you a better reliſh for the o- 
ther: As you proceed farther with me, the 
light acquaintance, which is now beginning 
Letwixt us, will grow into tamiliarity; and that, 
unleſs ane of us 18 in fault, will terminate in, 
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friendſhip.—O diem praclarum|——Then no- 


thing which has touched. me will be thought | 


rrifling in its nature, or tedious in its telling. 
Therefore, my dear friend and e * 
you ſhould think me ſomewhat ſparing, of: 


my narrative on my firſt ſetting out. ear 


with me, —and let me go on, — and tell my” 
ſtory my own way :---Or, if Lihould ſeem now 
and then to trifle upon the. road,—or ſhould. 
ſometimes put on a fool's cap, with a bell to 


it, for a moment or two as we. paſs along, 


don't fly off, - but rather courteouſly give me 
credit for a little more wiſdom than appears: 
upon my outſide . and as we jog on,, eicher 


| 


laugh with me, or at me, or in ſbort, do. IS 


thing,—only * your temp 


CHAP. v. 


mother dwelt, dwelt alſo a thin, upri Xs 
motherly, notable good old body of à mid-. 


wife, who with the help of a little plain good 
Mnſe, and ſome years full employment. in her 


buſineſs, .in. which ſhe. had all: along truſted 


| little to her own efforts, and! a;great F deal to 
thoſe of dame Nature, . -had acquired, in her 


way, no ſmall degree of reputation in the 
world :—---by which word world, need. 11 in 


this place inform your worſbip, that Ewould. 


be underſtood to mean no more of f it than 4 
Je of. the. 
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great world, of four Engliſh miles diameter, 


or thereabouts, of which the cottage where 


the good old woman lived, is ſuppoled to be 


the centre ?---She had been left, it ſeems, a 
_ widow in great diſtreſs, with three or four 


ſmall children, in her forty-ſeventh year; and 


as ſhe was at that time a perſen of decent 
carriage. grave deportment,—a woman 


moreover of few words, and withal an object 
of compaſſion, whoſe. diſtreſs, and ſilence un- 
der it, called out the louder for a friendly lift : 
the wife of the parſon of the pariſh was touch- 
ed with pity; and having ofich lamented an 
inconvenience, to which her huſband's flock 
had for many years been expoſed, inaſmuch 


us there was no ſuch thing as à midwife, of 
any kind or degree, to be got at, let the caſe 


have been” never ſo urgent, within leſs than 
or ſeven long miles riding; which ſaid ſeven 
ong miles in dark nights and diſmal roads, the 


couptry thereabouts being nothing but a deep 


Flay, was almoſt equal to fourteen; and that 


in effect was fometimes next to having no mid 


Wife at all; it came into her head, that it 
wopld be doing as ſeaſonable a kindneſs to the 
whole pariſh, as to the poor creature herfelk 
to get her a little inſtructed in ſome of the 


* 


mu principles of the buſineſs, in order to 


et her up in it. As no woman thereabouts 
was better qualified to execute the plan ſhe 
had formed -than herſelf, the gentlewoman 
very charifably undertook it; and having 
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great influence over the female part of che 
pariſh, ſhe found no difficulty in effecting it 


to the utmoſt of her wiſhes, In truth, the 


parſon joined his intereſt with bis wife's in 
the whole affair; and in order to do things as 
they ſhould be, and give the poor foul'as * 
a title by law to practiſe, as his wife ha 

ven by inſtitution,---he cheerfully paid the 


fees for the ordinary's kcence himſelf, amount- 
ing in the whole, to the ſum of eighteen ſhil- 
lings and fourpence; ſo that betwixt them 
both, the good woman was fully inveſted in 


the real and corporal poſſeſſion of her office, 


together with all its rights, members, and Fo 


. purtenances whatſoever. - 


Theſe laſt words, you muſt know, were not 


according to the old form in which ſuch licen- 
ces, faculties, and powers uſually ran, which 


in like cafes had heretofore been granted to | 


the fiſterbood. But it was according to a neat 


Formula of Didius his own deviſing, who ha- : 
ving a particular turn for taking to pieces, 


and new framing over again, all kind of in- 
ſtruments in that way, not only hit upon this 


dainty amendment, but coaxed many of the 


old licenſed matrons in the neighbourhgod, 


to open their faculties afreſh, in order to have 
this whim-whim of his inſerted. . 
I own I never could envy Didius in theſe 


| kinds of fancies of his :—But every man to 


his own taſte. Did not Dr Kunſs/trokius, that 
N man, at his leiſure hours, take the Eran 
| eſt 
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eſt delight imaginable. in combing of aſſes 
tails, and plucking the dead hairs out with. 
his teeth, though he had tweezers always in 
his pocket? Nay, if you come to that, Sir, 

| have not the wiſeſt of men in all ages, not 

excepting Solomon himſelf, have they not had 
their Hozsy- Homszs,—their running-horſes, 
———their coins and their cockle-ſhells, their 
drums and their trumpets, their fiddles, their 
pallets, —their maggots and their butterflies ? 

_ —and ſo long as a: man rides his. Honsy- 
Host peaceably and quietly along the King's 
highway, and neither compels: you or me to- 

get up behind him, —pray, Sir, what have cis. 


ther you or I to do with. it? 


CHEAP VIE. N 


De guſtibus non eſt diſputandum — that is, 
there is no diſputing againſt. HogBY-Hoks RES; 
and for my part, I ſeldom. do; nor could L 
with any ſort. of grace, had I been an enemy 
to them at the bottom; for happening, at cer- 
tain intervals and changes of the moon, to be 
both fiddler and painter, according as the fly. 
ſtings:—Be it known to you, that I keep a 
couple of pads myſelf, upon which, in their 
turns, (nor do. I care who. knows it), I fre- 
quently ride out and take the air; though 

ſometimes, to my ſhame be it ſpoken, I take 
ſdmewhat longer journies than what a wiſe 
man would think, altogether right. But oe 
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truth is,. I am not a wiſe man ;—and beſides, 
am a mortal of. ſo little conſequence in the 
world, it is not much matter what I do: ſo1 
ſeldom fret or fume at all about it: Nor does 
it much diſturb my reſt, when I ſee ſuch great 
Lords and tall Perſonages as hereafter follow; 
— ſuch, for inſtance, as my Lord A, B, C, D, 
E, F, G, H, I, k, L, M. N, O, G 
on, all of a row, mounted upon their ſeveral 
| horſes ;—ſome with large ſtirrups, getting on 
in a more grave and ſober pace ;——others, 
on the contrary, tucked up to their very chins, 
with whips acroſs their mouths, ſcouring and 
ſcampering it away like ſo many little party- 
coloured devils aftride a mortgage,—and as if 
ſome of them were reſolved to break their 
necks.— 80 much the better—ſay I to my- 

felf ;—for in caſe the worſt ſhould happen, the 
world will make a ſhift to do excellently well 
without diem; and for the reſt, —why—— 
God ſpeed them—e'en let them ride on with= 
out oppoſition from me; for were there Lord- 
ſhips unhorſed this very night “tis ten to one 
but that many of them would be worſe mount- 
ed by one half before to-morrow morning., 
Not one of theſe inſtances therefore can be 
faid to break in upon my reſt. But there is 
an inſtance, which I own puts me off my 
guard, and that is, when I ſee one born for 
great actions, and, what is ftill more for his 
Honour, whole nature ever inclines him to 
good ones; when I behold ſuch a one, my 


Lord, 


— 
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Lord, like yourſelf, whoſe principles and con- 
duct are as generous and noble as his blood, 

and whom, for that reaſon, a corrupt world 
cannot fpare one moment hen I ſee ſuch 
a one, my Lord, mounted, though it is but 


for a minute beyond the time which my love 
to my country has preſeribed to bim, and my 


zeal for his glory wiſhes, — then, my Lord, 
ceale to be a philoſopher, and, in the firſt 
tranſport of an honeſt impatience,.I-wiſh the 


1 wich all bis ey, at the 


Devil. 


. « My Lord, 
by. " MAINTAIN DENY to o de 4 Dedication, 


notwithſtanding its ſingularity in the. 


« three great eſſentials of matter, form, and 


place: I beg, therefore, you will accept it. 
*« as ſuch, an that you will permit me te lay 


«it, with the moſt reſpe&ful hamility, at your 
% ** Lordſhip' s feet, when you are upon them, 


**,—Which.you can be when you pleaſe; and. T 
* that is, my Lord, whenever there is occa-- 


© fion for it, and Iwill add, to the beſt pur- 
* A 1. have the bono, to be, 2 
by e Ford, b 
1 Lordſhip's maſt —_ 6 
and moſt devoted. 
dad moſt humble 75 A 


8 2 
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CHAP. Ix. 


* SOLEMNLY declare toall akin; that 
the above dedication. was made for no one 
Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Potentate,—Duke, 
Marquis, Earl, Viſcount, or Baron, of this, | 
or any other Realm in Chriſtendom; nor 
has it yet been hawked about, or offered pub- 
licly or privately, directly or indirectly, to any 
one perſon or perſonage, great or ſmall; but 
is honeſtly a true Virgin - Dedication 8 
on, upon any ſoul living. a 

J labour this point fo particularly, me rel 
to remove any offence or objection w | 


might ariſe againſt it from the manner Te 


which I propoſe ro make the moſt of ii. 
which is the putting it up fairly to public fale; | 
which I now do. 


very author has a way of his own, in | 


bringing his points to bear; for my own 


2 as I hate chaffering and higgling for a 


w guineas in a dark entry ;—1 refolved wich- 
in myſelf, from the very beginning, to deal 


ſquarely and openly with your Great Folks in 
this affair, and try whether I ſhould HEE COME 


off the better by it. 
If therefore there is any one Duke, Mars 
quis, Earl, Viſcount, or Baron, in theſe his 


_ Majeſties dominions, who ſtands in need of a 


tight, genteel dedication, and whom the a- 


og: "Ts 
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in ſome degree, J will not part with iti 
is much at his ſervice for fifty guineas ;-—— 
which 1 am poſitive is twenty guineas Jeſs 
than it ought. to N 2 9 * 
My Lord, if you's examine it over , it 
is far from beidg a grols piece of daubing, as 
ſome dedications are. The deſign, your Lord- 
ſhip ſees, is good, the, colouring tranſparent, 
the drawing not amiſs ;—or, to ſpeak. more 
like a man of icience, and meaſure my piece 
in the painter's ſeal, divided into 20,— be. 
lieve, my Lord, the outlines will turn out as 
12, —the compofition as 9,—the colouring as 
6, —tbe expreſſion tg and a half, —and the 
deſign,—if I may be allowed, my Lord, to 
underſtand my own dejign, and ſuppoki ing ab- 
folate perfection in defigning, to be as '26,— 
I think it cannot well tall ſhort of 19. Be- 
des all this, there is keeping in it, and the 


dark ſtroxes in the Honggr-Honsg, (which is 


3 ſecondar * 
to che whole): 


Jure, and a kind of back ground 
give great force to the princi- 
pal lights in your” Sen figure, and make it 
come off wonderfully Hand beſides, there 
is: an air of Brig in the tout enſemble. 
Be pleaſed, my good Lord, to order the 
ſum to be paid into the hands of My Dod ſſey, 
for the benefit: of the author; and in the next 
edition care ſhall be taken that this chapter 


be expunged, and your . s titles, di- 


gooc * be * 


— arms, * 


4 * 
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at the front of the -preceding-cbapter: All 
which, from the words, De Heile non eft dif- 
putandum, and whatever elſe in this bock re- 


| lates-to: Hopsy-Horsssy but no more, ſhall 


* 


ſtand dedicated to. your Lordſhip. The reſt 


I dedicate to the Moon, ho, by the by, of 


all the PaTzons or Marzens I can think of, 
bas moſt, power to ſet my book e and 


Gs: che world run mad after 1 it. wan} 


2 x 
38 8 84 - fp 6 Sy - 1 F ; 2 


: . God def 
1. rh art not too | buſy with Caxpro ke 

Mils CUunztcund's affairs, take! Triſtram 

"_— s Os in pots * 
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CI THATEVER degree of 1 
Ges of  þenignity in favour of the mid- 


wiſe mi 
truly, rel n firſt ſight ſeems not very ma- 
terial ta this, hiſtory certain however it 
was, that the gentlewoman, the-parſon's. wife, 
didi run away, at that time with the Whole — 
it: And yet, fot ny life, I gannot help think 


ing but that the parſon himſelf, 9 5 he had 


not the good fortune to hit upon the defign 
firſt, — yet, as he hęartily concurted in it the - 
moment it was laid before him, and as heartily 
2 with lis money to carry it into execu- 
tion, had a claim to ſome ſhare of it. —if. not 
to N half whatever | honour was due to it. 
15 _ | bee "Tis 7 


# 
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ht juſtly claim, or in whom that claim 
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The world at that time was pleaſed to der 
termine the matter otherwiſe. 

Lay down the book, and I will allow you 
half a day to give a probable e at the 
grounds of this procedure. 

Be it known then, that, for about lips years 
Before the date of the midwife's licence, of 
which you have had ſo circumſtantial an ac- 
count, — the parſon we have to do with had 
made himſelf a country talk by a breach of all 
decorum, which he had committed againſt 
himfelf, his ſtation, and his office; — and that 
was in never appearing better, or otherwiſe 
mounted, than pon a lean, ſorry, jackaſs of 
a'horfe, value about one pound fifteen ſhil- 
lings; ;* who, to ſhorten all deſcription of him, 
was: fulf brother to Reſenante, as fat as ſimili- 
| enial coald make him; for be an- 
is deſeription to a hair-breadth in e · 
very thing „except chat I do not remember 
is any Mere faid, that Roſtnante was broken. 
winded and That; moreover, Roſinante, as is 
he? *bappineſs of moſt Spaniſh horſes, fat or 
=was undoubtedty à horſe at all points: 

1 Kues very well that the Hgro's horſe was 
horfeof chaſte deportment,” which may have 
pivots grounds for! the contrary opinion: But 

is as certdinatthe ſametime, Pac Ręſenanto 1 
tontinency (as may be demonſtrated from the 
_ #dventure of the Yanguefian carriers) proceed. 
ed from no bodily detect or cauſe whatfoever;. 
| but from che tempetance and Ae _— 


% 
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of his blood.—And let me tell you, Madam, 
there is a great deal of very good chaſtity in 
the world, in behalf of which you could not 
ſay more for your life. 
Let that be as it may, as my purpoſe i is to do- 
exact juſtice to every creature: brought u 
the ſtage of this dramatic work, I could not 
ſtifle this diſtinction in favour of Don Quixote 3 
horſe ;——1n. all other points, the parſon's 
horſe, 1 fay, was jut ſuch another, for he 
was as lean, and as lank, and as ſorry a e 
as HumLiTy herſelf could haye beſtrided. 
In the eſtimation of here and there a man 
of weak judgment, it was greatly in the par- 
ſon's power to have helped the figure of this 
horſe of his,——for be was, maſterof2..very_ 
ö handſome demi - peak'd ſaddle, quilted on the 
1 ſeat with green pluſh, garniſhed with a double 
| row. of filver-headed . and a noble pair 
| of ſhining braſs ſtirrups, with a houfßing alto- 
ö gether ſuitable, of grey ſuperſine cloth, with 
| an edging of black lace, terminating, in a 
deep, black, filk fringe, poudre. far, —all 
. which he had purchaſed in the pride and prime 
of his Hfe, together with a grand, etmboſſed 
| | bridle, ornamented at all points as it tould 
be. But not caring to banter bis beaſt, he 
had hung all theſe up bebind bis ſtudy door ; 1 
Land, in lieu of 5 had ſeriouſly. befuted 
him with juſt ſuch a bridle and lſuch a ſaddle, 
; as the figure, and value-of fuch : a ſteed might 
N 22225 and truly deſerve. wn 
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In the feveral ſallies about his pariſh, and in 
the neighbouring viſits to the gentry who lived 
around him, ——you will eaſily comprehend, 
that the parſon, ſo appointed, would both hear 
and ſee enough to keep his philoſophy from 
ruſting. To ſpeak the truth, he never could 
enter a village, but he caught the attention of 
both old and young. Labour ſtood ſtill as 
he paſs d the bucket hung ſuſpended in 
the middle of the well, — the ſpinning-wheel 


— - * 


iq forgot its round even chuck-farthing and 


apr to I * 
p ” 66 


—— 


WIA — 


— 
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ſhuffle- cap themſelves ſtood gaping till he had 
got out of ) fight; and as his movement was 
not of the quickeſt, he bad generally time e- 
naugh upon his hands to make his obſerva- 
tions to hear the groans of the ſerious, 
__«<and the laughter of the light-hearted ;—— 
all Which he bore with excellent tranquillity. 
l' _ ---His character was, -he loved a jeſt in his 
[beart - and as he faw himſelf in the true point 
of ridieute, he would ſay he could not be angry 
wie others for ſeeing him in a light in which 
he ſu ſtrongly ſaw* himſelf: So that to his 
i friends, whe knew his foible was not the love 
i of money; and who therefore made the leſs 
ſcruple in bantering the extravagance of his 
humour inſtead of giving the true cauſe,.-- 
he choſe rather to join in the laugh againſt 
himſelf; and as ke never carried one ſingle 
A ounce of fleſh upon his een bones, being al- 
b- together as ſpare a figure as his beaſt---he 
1 would ſometimes inſiſt upon it, that the horſe 
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was as good as the rider deſerved ;- · that they 

were, centaur- like, - both Of a piece At; Os 
ther times, and. in other moods, when his-ſpis- 
rits.were aboye the temptation of falſe wit. 'Y 
he would ſay, he found-himſelf going off faſt | 


in a conſumption ;- and, with great gravity; 

would pretend, he could not bear the ſight af | 
a fat horſe, without a dejection of heart, and b 
a ſenſible alteration in his pulſe; and that he N 
had made choice of the lean one he rode up- 

on, not only to keep himſelf in countenance; . 

but in ſpirits. 1 5 m” 


o * 
Le $63 } 
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At different times he would give fifty hu- 

. | moeurous and appoſite reaſons for riding a 
meek-ſpirited jade of a broken-winded horſe; - 
preferably to one of mettle ;---for-oneduch a 
: one he could fit mechanically, and meditate - 
. as delightfully de vanttate mundi et fuga feculi,. 

. as with the advantage of a death's-head be- 

. fore him; T that, in all other exercitations, he 

8 could ſpend his time, as he rode ſlow ly along 
5 
? 
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to as much account as in his ſtudy z that 
he could draw up an argument in his ſermon, 
or a hole in his breeches, as ſteadily: on tbe 
ſlow argumentation, like wit and judgment, 
were two ee movements. · But that 
upon his ſteed---he could unite and reconcile 
every thing; -he could compoſe his ſerman }. 
---he could compoſe his cdugh, nd, in * 
nature gave a call that way, he could likewiſe 
compole himſelf to ſleep. In ſhort, the par- 


ſon 


# 7 


* 


| fon upon duch encounters would aff ign any 
_ cauſe but the true cauſe, i · and he withheld n 
che true one, only out of a nicety of temper, WM a 
becauſe he thought it did honour to him. d 
But the truth of the ftory was as follows: h 
In the firſt years of this gentleman's life, and 0 
about the lime when the ſuperb ſaddle and 4 
bridle were purchaſed by him, it had been his t 
manner, or vanity, or call it what you will, wW 
---to run into the oppoſite. extreme.—In the I 
language of the county where he dwelt, he iſ © 
was faid to have loved a good horſe, and ge- ff *! 
_ nerally had one of the beſt in the whole pariſh a 
ſtanding in his ſtable always ready for ſad- h. 
dling; and as the neareſt, midwife, as I told lo 
WY did not live nearer to the village than £C 
en miles, and in a vile country, —it ſo fell I th 
out that rue poor gentleman was ſcarce a whole th 
week together without ſome piteous applica- Pe 
tion for bis: beaſt; and as he was not an un. I it 
- kindchearted man, and every caſe was more be 
preſſiug and more diſtreſsful chan the laſt; re 
as much as he loved his beaſt, he had never a fo 
- keart'ro refuſe him; the upſhot of which was le 
generally this, that his borſe was either I v1 
. Clapp'd, or ſpavin'd, or greaz'd ;---or he was dv 
twitterbon'd, or broken. winded, or ſome- 
ll thing, in. hort, or other, had befallen him, th. 
which would let him carry no fleſh;>-ſo that po 
| he had every--nine or ten months a bad horſe It; 
if to per mid ot, N harte 25 ö Men. aſe 
ö 
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What the loſs, in ſuch a balance might a- 
mount to, communibus annis, I would leave ta 
a ſpecial jury of ſufferers in the ſame traffic, ta 
determine; — but let it be what it would, the 
honeſt gentleman bore it for many years — 8 85 
out a murmur, till at length, by repeated ill 
accidents of the kind, he found it neceſſary to 
take the thing under confideration ; and upon 
weighing the whole, and ſumming i it up in his 
mind, he found it not only diſproportioned to 
his other expences, but withal ſo heavy an ar- 
ticle in itſelf, as to diſable him from any othet 
act of cenerofity in his pariſh : Beſides this, 
| he conſidered that with half the ſum thus gal- 
loped away, he could Vo ten times as much. 
good ;—and what (till weighed more with him 
than all other conſiderations put together, was 
this, that it confined all his charity into one. 
particular channel, and where, as be fancied, 
it was the leaſt wanted, namely, to the child 
bearing and child. getting part of his pariſh ;- 
reſerving nothing for the impotent, - nothing 
for the aged, — nothing for the many comfort 
leſs ſcenes he was hourly called forth to- viſits 
where poverty, and ſickneſs, and affliction, 
dwelt together. 4 

For theſe reaſons he reſolved to bore | 
the expence ; and there appeared but two 
poſſible ways to extricate him clearly out of 
it; — and theſe were, either to make it an ir- 
revocable law never more to lend his ſteed 
vpon any application whatever, —or elſe. he 
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content to ride the laſt poor devil, ſuch as 
they had made him, with all his aches and 
infirmities, to the very end of the chapter. 

As he dreaded his own conſtancy in the firſt 

—he very chearfully betook himſelf to the ſe. 
cond; and though he could very well have 
explained it, as I faid, to his honour, yet, 
for that very reaſon, he had a ſpirit above it; 
chooſing rather to bear the contempt of his 
enemies, and the laughter of his friends, than 
undergo the pain of telling a ſtory which 
might ſeem a panegyric upon himſelf. 

I have the higheſt idea of the ſpiritual and 
refined ſentiments of this reverend gentleman, 
from this ſingle ſtroßke in his character, which 
I think comes up to any of the honeſt refine- 
ments of the peerleſs knight of La Mancha, 
whom, by the by, with all his follies, I love 

more, and would actually have gone farther 
to have paid a viſit to, than the greateſt hero 
of antiquity. 3 | 
But this is not the moral of my ſtory : The 
. thing I had in view was to ſhew the temper of 
the world in the whole of this affair. For 
you muſt know, that ſo long as this explana- 
tion would have done the parſon credit, the 


devil a ſoul could find it out I ſuppoſe his 


enemies would not, and that his friends could 
not. But no ſooner did he beſtir himſelf in be- 
half of the midwife, and pay the expences of 
the ordinary's licence to KH her up,. but the] 
whole ſecret came out: every horſe 1 a9 | 
| : x | = SOLU <> 


that ſcore, 
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loſt, 3 two horſes more than ever he had 
oft; with all the circumſtances. of their de- 
ſtruction, were known and diſtinctly remem- 
bered.— The ſtory ran like wild- fire The 


„ parſon had a returning fit of pride which 
had juſt ſeized him; and he was going to 
e he well mounted once again in his life; 


« and if it was fo, *twas wp as the ſun at 
© noon-day, he would pocket the expence of 
ce the licence, ten times told, the very firſt 

„year: So that every body was left to Judge 
* what were his views in this act of charity.“ 

What were his views in this, and in every 
other action of his life, —or rather what were 
the opinions which floated in the brains of o- 
ther people concerning it, was a thought 


which too much floated in his own, and too 


often broke in upon his reft, when he thould 
have been ſound aſleep. | 

About ten years ago this gemkewan had che | 
good fortune to be made entirely eaſy upon 
it being juſt ſo long fince he 
left his pariſh, and 2 whole world at the 
fame time behind him, —and ſtands account - 
able to a Judge of whom he will have no cauſe 
to complain. | 

But there is a fatality attends' tlie d of 
ſôme men: Order them as they will, they 
paſs through a ceftain medium, which ſo 
twiſts and fefracts them from their true di- 
| retions——thaty with all the titles to praiſe 


of 


„ 


2 
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of them are nevertheleſs 125 to live and die f 
without it. tl 

Of the truth of which, this gentleman Was r 
A. painful example ——But to know what ; 
means.this came to paſs—and to make that 0 
knowledge of uſe to you, I inſiſt upon it that B 


you read the two following chapters, which 
contain ſuch a ſketch of his life and con- 
verſation as will carry irs moral along with i It. 
When this is done, if nothing ſtops us in S 
Hur way, we will 8⁰ on with the e N 
CHAP. XI. 1 
7oRCk was this parſon? s name, and, 4 
1 What. is very remarkable in it, (as a 
pears | from a moſt ancient account of the .. ns 
milly, wrote upon ftrong vellum, and now 
in perfect preſervation), it had been exactly ſo P 
Apelt for near was within an ace of ſayin 


nine hundred years ;—bur I would not ſhake f 
my err dit in telling an improbable truth, how- 5 
ever. indi ſputable In itſelf;—and theichore- 1 1 

hall content myſelf with only ſaying— It hag b 
been exactly ſo ſpelt, without the leaſt variation * 

or tranſpoſition of a ſingle letter, for. I do not | 
know how long; which is more than Iwould 5 
venture to ſay of one batf of the beſt ſurnames K 
in the kingdom; which, in a courſe of years, 1 
have generally undergone. , as many chops g 


and changes as their owners clas this been 
| ing to the pride, or to the tame of the re- 
eier 
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ſpedive proprietors ?——Jn honeſt truth, 4 
think ſometimes to the one, and ſometimes to 
the other, juſt as the temptation has wrought. 
But a villanous affair it is, and will one day 
fo blend and copfound us alt together, that 
no one ſhall be able to ſtand up and ſwear, 
“ That his own great grandfather was the 
© man who did either this or that.“ 

This evil had been ſufficiently fenced a- 
gainſt by the prudent eare of the Torick fa- 
mily, and their religious preſervation of theſe” 
records I quote, which do farther inform vs, 
That the family was originally of Daniſh ex- 
traction, and bad been tranſplanted into Eng- 


Land as early as in the 1 of Horwendillus, 


king of Denmark, in whole court it ſeems, an 
ancęeſtor of this Mr Yoriek's, and from whom 
he was lineally deſcended, held a conſiderable 
peſt to the day of his death. Of what na- 
ture this confiderable poſt was, this record 


faith not eit only adds, That, for near two 


centuries, it had been totally aboliſhed, as al. 
together unneceflary, not only i in that couft, 
but in every other court in the Chriſtian 
World. | 

It has often come into my bead, that this 
poſt could be no other than that of the 
king's chief Jeſter ;—and that Hamlet's To 
rick, in our Shakſpeare, many of whoſe plays,” 
you know, are founded upon authenticated 
facts, was certainly the very man. 

1 have not the time to look. into Saxo 
ee wy: Gram 
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Grammaticus's Daniſh hiſtory, to know the cer- 
_ tainty of this;—but- if you have leiſure, and 


can eaſily get at the book, you may do it full 


as well yourſelf. itt | 
1 had juſt time, in my travels through Den- 


mark with Mr Noddy's eldeſt ſon, whom, in 


the year 1741, I accompanied as governor, 
riding along with him at a prodigious rate 
through moſt parts of Europe, and of which 

original journey performed by us two, a moſt 


delectable narrative will be given in the pro- 


greſs of this work I had guſt; time, I. ſay, 
and that was all, to prove the truth of an ob- 


ſervation made by à long ſojourner in that 


country namely, That Nature was nei- 


other very laviſh, nor was ſhe very ſtingy in 
< her gifts of genius and capacity to its in- 


{© habitants but, like a diſcreet parent, 
was moderately kind to them all; obſer- 
6 ving; ſuch an equal tenor in the diſtribution 
of her favours, as to bring them, in thoſe 
<<. points,” pretty near to a level with each o- 


© ther; ſo that you will meet with few in- 


ce ſtances in that kingdom of refined parts; 


but à great deal of good plain houſchold 


<« underſtanding amongſt all ranks of people, 
of which every body has a ſhare;z” which 
1s, I think, very right. 


< 


With us, you ſee;sthe-caſe is quite differ- 
ent ;—we are all ups and, downs in this mat- 
ter: — you arg a great genius ore tis fifty to 
one, Sir, you are a great dunce and a block- 


* 


1 
1 
2 


4, bh head : 
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head-;—not that there is a total want of inter- 
mediate ſteps, — no, —we are not fo irregular 
as that comes to ;—but the two .extremes are 
more common, and in a greater degree in 
this funſettled iſland, where Nature, in her 
gifts and diſpoſitions of this kind, is moit 
whunfical and capricious; Fortune herſelf 
not being more fo in the bequeſt of her ode 
and chattels than ſhe. 

This is all that ever ſtaggered my faith in 


regard to Yorick's extraction, who, by what I 


can remember of him, and by all the accounts 
could ever get of him, ſeemed not to have 
had one fingle drop of Daniſh blood in his 
whole craſis ; in nine hundred years, it might 
poſſibly have all run out: —I will not ꝓhilo- 
ſophize one moment with you about it; for, 


happen how it would, the fact was this 


That inſtead of that cold phlegm and exact 
regularity of ſenſe 4nd humours, you would 
have looked for, in one ſo extracted he 
was, on the contrary, as mercurial and ſubli- 


mited a compoſition, —as heterochte a crea- 


ture in all his declenfions ;-- with as much life 
and whim, and gaiete de cur about him, as 
the kindlieſt climate could have ee See 


and put together. With all the fail, 


Toricł carried not one ounce of ballaſt; he 


was utterly unpractiſed i in the world; and, at 
_ theage of twenty-ſix, knew Juſt about as well. 


how to ſteer his courſe in it, as a romping, 


9 girl of thirteen : So that upon 


cy 151 his 


56 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS. 
bis firſt ſetting out, the briſk gale of his ſpi- 
Hts, as you will imagine, ran him foul ten 
times in a day of ſomebody's tackling ; and as 
the grave and more ſlow- paced were ofteneſt 
in his way, - you may likewiſe imagine, twas 
with ſuch he had generally the ill luck to 
get the moſt entangled. For aught I know, 
there might be ſome mixture of unlucky wit 
at the bottom of ſuch fracas For, to {peak 
the truth, Yorick had an invincible diſlike and 
oppoktion in his nature to gravity ; not to 
gravity as ſuch ;—for where gravity was want- 
ed, he would be the moſt grave or ſerious of 
mortal men for days and weeks together j— 
hut he was an enemy to the affectation of i it, 


and declared open war againſt it, only as it ap- 


peared a cloak for ignorance, or for folly: 
and then, whenever it fell in his way, how- 
ever ſbeltered and protected, he ſeldom gave 
it much quarter. 
Sometimes, in his wild way of relking, he 
whald ſay, that Gravity was an arrant {coun - 
eret, and, he would add, — of the moſt, dan- 
gerous kind too, - becauſe a fly one and 
that, he verihy believed, more honeſt, 'wett- 


meavitg people were bubbled out of their 


goods and money by it in one twelvemonth, 
than by pecket-picking and ſhop-lifting in 
ſeven. In the naked temper which a merry 
heart diſcovered, he would ſay, there wastno- 
danger but to zitlelf — whereas the very eſ- 
tence of gravity Was a and n 
wo”. [= eceit 


9 


— 
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deceit z—'"twasa taught trick to gain credit of 
the world for more ſenſe and knowledge than 
2 man was worth ; and that, with all its pre- 
tenſions, —it was no better, but often worſe, 
than what a French wit had long ago defined 
it,—viz. A myſterious carriage of the body to 
cover the defects of the mind. which definition 
of gravity, Yorick, with great imprudence, 
bits oy ſay, deſerved to be wrote. in n letters of 
old. ts 
But, in OR truth, he was a man pk | 
neyed and unpractiſed in the world, and was 
altogether as indiſcreet and fooliſh on every 
other ſubjed of - diſcourſe, here policy is 
wont to impreſs reſtraint. Taricł had no im- 
reſſion but one, and that was what aroſe 
om the nature of the deed ſpoken of; which 


impreſſion he would uſually tranflate Inte 


plain Engliſh without any periphrafis,—and too 
oft without much ꝗiſtinction of either perſon, 
time or place —ſo that when mention was 
made of a pitiful or an ungenerous proceed- 
ing he never gave himſelf a mement's time 
to reflect who was the hero of the piece. 
what his ſtation——or how far he had power 
to hurt him hereafter; but, if it was a dirty 
action, without more ado,. he man was 4 
dirty fellow, Land ſo on. And as his com- 
ments had uſually the ill vas to be terminated 


| either 1 in a hon mat, or to be enlivened through- 


out with ſome drollery or humour of.expreſ- 


Re! it gave wings io Torict indiſeretion. 
C5 e 
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In a word, though he never ſought, yet, at 
the ſame time, as he ſeldom ſhunned occa- 


5 ſions of ſaying what came uppermoſt, and 
without much ceremony; 


-he had but too 
many temptations in life, of Teartering his wit 
and his humour, —his gibes and his Jets about 


him.——They were not loſt for want of ga- 
chering. | 


What were the conſequences, and what 


was Yorick's cataſtrophe thereupon, you will 
read 1 in the next chapter. is 


T 


8 1 A P, ala. by 
"HE Mirth and Mortgage aer the 


one from the other, not more in length 


4 purſe, than the Jeſter and Fe/tee do, in that 


of memory. But in this the compariſon be- 
tween them runs, as the ſcholiaſts call it, up- 
en all- four; which, by the by, is upon one 
or two legs more than ſome of the beſt of Ho- 


mer can pretend to; - namely, That the one 


raiſes a ſum, and the other à laugh at your 
expence, and thinks no more about it. In- 
tereſt, however, {till runs on in both caſes ;— 


the periodical or accidental payments of it, 
Juſt ſerying to keep the memory of the affair 


alive; till, at length, in ſome evil hour, - 


pop comes the creditor upon each, and by 


demanding ee upon the ſpot, toge- 
er” with ful intereſt to the very Ry; "ills 
them 


o in EEE 7 


gent, 
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them both feetthe full extent of their obli- 


ations. 
; As the reader (for I hate your ifs) has a 
thorough knowledge of human nature, I need 
not ſay more to fatisfy him, that my Hx RO 


could not go on at this rate without ſome 


flight experience of theſe incidental memen- 


toes. To ſpeak the truth, he had wantonly 


involved himſelf in a e of ſmall book - 
debts of this ſtamp, which, notwithſtandin 
Eugenius's frequent advice, he too much 112 
regarded; thinking, that as not one of thein 
was contracted through any malignancy, — 
but, on the. contrary, from an honeſty of 
mind, and a mere jocundity of humour, they 
would all of them be crol$'d out in courle, 
Eugenius would never admit this; and 


would often tell him, that one day or other 


he would certainly be reckoned with; and 
he would often add, in an accent of ſorrow - 
ful apprehenſion, —to the uttermoſt mite. 
To. which -Yorick, with his uſual careleſſneſs 
of heart, would as often anſwer with a pſhaw! 


Sand, if the ſubject was ſtarted i in the fields, 


—with a hop, ſkip, and a jump at the end of 
it; but if cloſe pent up in the ſocial chim- 
ney- corner, where the culprit was barricadped 


in, with a table and a couple of arm-chairs, 


and could not ſo readily fly off in a tan- 
Eugenius would then go on with his 
lecture upon diſcretion in words to this pur- 


Nase. though ſomew hat better 42 together. 
3 Truſt 


* A 
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' Truſt me, dear Yorick, this unwary plea- 


fantry of thine will ſooner'or later bring thee 
into ſcrapes and difficulties, which no after- 
wit can extricate thee out of. In theſe ſal- 
lies, too oft, I fee; it happens, that a perſon 
laughed at, confiders himſelf in the light of 
t perſon injured, with all the rights of ſuch a 
firuation belonging to him; and when thou 
vieweft him in that light too, and reckoneſt 
up his friends, his family, his kindred and al- 
lies, —and muſtereſt up with them the many 
recruits which will liſt under him from a 
ſenſe of common danger; — tis no extrava- 
gant arithmetic to ſay, that for every ten jokes 
bon haft got an hundred enemies; and 
till thou haſt gone on, and raifed a fwarm of 
waſps:about thine ears, and art half ſtung to 
death by 2 8 thou wile never be 1 en 
it is ſo. ; 

I cannot ſuſpect i it in the man hh "oY 
ſteem, that there is the leaſt ſpur from ſpleen 
or malevolence of intent in theſe ſallies—I 
believe and know them to be truly honeſt 


and ſportive:— But conſider, my dear lad, 
Jo ools cannot diftinguiſh this, — and that 


knaves will not: and thou knoweſt not what it 
is either to provoke the one, or to make merry 
with the other :- whenever they aſſociate for 


mutual defence, depend upon it, they will 


carry on the war in ſnch a manner againſt 
thee, my dear friend, as to make thee hearti- 
ly fiek” of it, and of thy life top. 


Rein | 


— — — 
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 ReveNnGE from ſome. baneful corner ſhall 


level a tale of d iſhonour at thee, which no in- 
nocence of heart or integrity ol conduct ſhall 


ſet right. The fortunes of thy houſe ſhall 


ratter;—thy character, which Jed the way to 
them, ſhall bleed on every fide of it, thy 
faith queſtioned,-——thy works belied. 

thy wit forgotien, thy learning trampled 
an. To wind up the laſt ſcene. of thy trage 


| dy Cauzury and Cowarnice, twin-ruffians, 
hired and ſet on by /Mazice in the dark, 


ſhall ſtrike together at all thy infirmities 
and. miſtakes :—The beſt of us, my dear lad, 
lie open there; and truſt me——truſt me, 
Yorick, when to gratify ' a. private 2 11 is 
once reſolved. upon that an innacent and an help- 
leſs ereature ſhall be facrificed, lis an eaſy. mat. 
ter to pick up ticks enow- from any thicket edi 
it has firayed, to make a fire to offer it up with. 
 Yorick ſcarce ever heard this ſad vaticina- 
tion of his deſtiny read over to him, but with 


a tear ſtealing from his eye, and a promiſſory 


look attending it, that he was reſolved, for 
the time to come, to ride his tit Wir more 


ſobriety. But, alas, too late Ila grand con- 
federacy, with ***** and at the head 
| of it, was formed before the firſt prediction of 
it. The whole plan of the e juſt as Eu- 


genius had foreboded, was put in execution 


All at eee ſo little mercy. on the 


ſide of the allies, ——and ſo little ſuſpicion 
in Twidk, of what was carry ing on againſt 
715 | bim 
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hits: when he thought, good eafy man! 
full ſurely preferment was o' ripening.— 
they had ſmote his root, and then he fell, 
as many a worthy man bad fallen before him. 

- Yorich, however, fought it out with all ima- 
ginable gallantry for . time; till, over- 
powered by numbers, and worn out at length 
by the calamities of the war, — but more fo, 
by the ungenerous manner in which it was 
carried on, —he threw down the ſword; and 
though be kept up his ſpirits in appearance 
to the laſt, he died, nevertheleſs, as was ge- 
1 thought, quite broker-hearted. 


What inclined Eugenius to the lame opi- 


mon, was as follows. 

A few hours before Yorick breathed his laſt, 
” 8 ſtept in with an intent to take his 
laſt ſight and laſt farewell of him. Upon his 
drawing Yorick's curtain, and aſking 10w he 
felt himſelf, Yorick, looking up in his face, 
took hold of bis hand, —and, after thanking 
him for the many.tokens of his triendſhip to 


him, for which, he ſaid, if it was their fate to 


meet bereafter,—he would thank him again 
and again,—he told him, he was within a few 
hours of giving his enemies the ſlip for ever. 
Il hope not, anſwered Eugenius, with tears 
trickling down his cheeks, and with the ten- 
dereſt tone that ever man ſpoke.—=l hope not, 


Yerick, (aid he.—Yorick replied, with a look 


up, and a gentle ſqueeze of Eugenius s hand, 


and that was all; but it cyt Eugenius to Iu) 


heart. 
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heart, —Come,—come,,” Yorick, quoth Euge- 


, 


nius, wiping his eyes, and ſummoning up the 
man within him, — my dear lad be comforted, 


—let not all thy ſpirits and fortitude forſake 
thee at this criſis, when thou moſt wanteſt 


them ;—who knows what refources are in 
ſtore, and what the power of God may yet do 


for thee j—TYorick laid his hand upon his 


heart, and gently ſhook his head: For my 


art, continued Eugenius, crying bitterly as 
= uttered the words, — T' declare I know not, 
Yorick, how to part with thee, and would glad- 
ly flatter my hopes, added Eugenius, chearing 
up his voice, that there is ſtill -enough' left of 
thee to make a biſhop, and that I may Tive to 


ſee it. I beſeech thee, Eugenius, quoth Yorick, 


taking off his night-cap as well as he could 
with his left hand, — bis right being ſtill graſ- 
ped cloſe in that of Eugenius, I beſeech thee 
to take a view of my head. I ſee nothing 
that ails it, replied Eugenius. Then, alas! my 
friend, ſaid Yorich, let me tell you, that tis 
ſo bruiſed and miſ-ſhapened with the blows 
which“ * and *#****, and ſome dthers have 
ſo unhandſomely given me in the dark, that 
I might ſay with Sancho Panza, that ſhould I 
recover, and mitres thereupon be ſuffered 
to rain down from heaven as thick as hail, 
ce not one of them would fit it.” Yorict's laſt 
breath was hanging upon his trembling lips 


ready to depart as he uttered this: yet ſtill 


it was uttered with ſomething of a Cervantie 
e e tone; 
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tone; — and as he ſpoke it, Eugenius could 
223 a ſtream of lambent fire lighted up 
or a moment in his eyes; fin. picture of 
rhoſe flaſhes of his-ſpirit, w. ich {as Shalſpeare 
ſaid of his ange lter) wars ent 9 ſet the table 
in a gar 1 45 
Eutin was convince c from: this, that the 
heart of his friend was broke: he dqueezed 
his hand,—and then walked {of ly. out of the 
room, weeping as he. walked.” rich fol- 
lowed Eugenius with: his eyes to the door t— 
he bed "Jolea hem,—avd nf Ver opened 
7 lies Nied in the ; corner. of biz church 
yard, in che pariſh of ——, under a plain 
marbie lab, Which bis friend e by 
leave gf his executors, laid upon his grave, 
with gde more than theſe three Werds Re In- 
cripkieg, e e I * 8 5 Lend : 


1 b "34.7 8 1 5 | eſtar aa 
Me ol 8. poor oY 5 


. 


tim E83 d. y has Yariet's IP 35 eon. 
ſolation to hear his monumental, inſeription 
read over Wit E ſuch a variety. of plaintive nes, 
as denate-a general pity and eſteem m: 
a fostzwaß crofling the church: yard. cloſe 
by the ide of bis grave, not n; paſſenger goes 
by withour:ſtapping to call. a. a 0 i 
and fig! ghing as he es ys on, 253 3 


Alas, poor YORICK ! 
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Ti is OY long lince che 1 this FRY 

ſodical work has been parted from the 
| mid wife, that it is high time to mention her 
again to him, merely to put him in mind that 
there is fach à body ſtill in the world, and 
| whom, upon the beſt Fe ogg J can form 
upon my own plan at preſent, — am, oing 
to introduce to him for good and all; Bur as 
| frelh watter may be ſtarted, and much une x- 
pected buſineſs fall out betwint the read 
| and myſelf, which may require unmediat 
diſpatch ; — Kwas right to take care that the 
poor weman ſhotild not be loſt in the mean 
time; becauſe when, ſhe. 18 Wanteck, e can 
no way do without ber. Fn i IE 

I think I told you that this good Tn 
was a perſon gf ho ſmall note and conſe- 
quence throughout our whole village and 
townſhip ;—thar her fame had ſpread: Iſelf to 
the very outedge and circumference of that 
circle of importance, of which kind every 
ſoul living, whether he has a ſhirt to his back 
or no,—has one ſurrounding him; which faid 
circle; by the way, whenever tis ſaid that 
ſuch a one is of great weight and importance 
in the world, — I defire may be enlarged or 
contracted in your worſhip's fancy, iu a com- 
pound ratio of the ſtation, profeſſion, know- 


ledge, abilities, height, and depth. (meaſu- 


ring 
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ring both ways) of the perſonage brought 
before vou. eee aaa 
In the preſent caſe, if J remember, I fixed 
it about four or five miles, which not only 
comprehended the whole pariſh, but extend. 
ed itſelf to two or three of the adjacent ham- 
lets in the ſkirts of the next pariſh ; which 
made a conſiderable thing of it. I muſt add, 
that ſhe was, mereover, yery well looked on 
at one large grange-houſe, and ſome other 
odd houſes and farms within two or three 
miles, as I {aid, from the ſmoke of her own 
chimney :—But I muft here, once for all, in- 
form you, that all this will be more exactly 
delineated and explained, in a map-now. in 
the hands of the engraver, which with many 
other pieces and developements of this work, 
will be added to the end of the twentieth vo- 
lame ;—not to ſwell the work,—t deteſt the 
thought of ſuch a thing; but by way of 
commentary, ſcholium, illuſtration, and key 
to ſich paſſages, incidents, or inuendoes 
as ſhall be thought to be either of private in- 
terpretattion, or of dark or doubtful mean- 
ing, after my life and my opinions ſhall have 
been read over (now don't forget the mean- 
ing of the word) by all the world ;——which, 


* * 
- 


betwixt you and me, and in ſpite of all tbe 


gentlemen-reviewers in Great Britain, and of 
all that their worſhips ſhall undertake to write 
or ſay to the contrary, —I am determined 
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mall be the caſe.—I need not tell your wor- 
ſhip, that all this is ſpoke in confidence. 


/ 


CHAP. XIV. 


PON looking into my mother's mar- 
U. riage-ſettlement, in order to ſatisfy my- 
ſelf and reader in a point neceflary to be 
cleared up, before we could proceed any far- 
ther in this hiſtory ;— had the good for- 
tune to pop upon the very thing I wanted, 
before I had read a day and a half ſtraight 
forwards ; — it might have taken me up a 
month ;—which ſhews plainly, that when a 
man fits down to write a hiſtory, —though iT 
be but the hiſtory of Fack Hickathrift or Tom 
Thumb, he knows no mare than his heels what 
lets and confounded hindrances he is to meet 
with in his way,—or what a dance he mzy. 
be led, by one excurſion or another, before 
all is over. Could a hiftoriographer drive on 
his hiſtory, as a muleteer drives on his mule. 
—fraight forward, —for inſtance, from Rome 
all the Way to Loretto, without ever once 
turning his head aſide either to the right hand 
or to the left, he might venture to v fotetell 
you to an hour when he ſhould get to his 
journey's end ;——but the thing is, morally 
ſpeaking, impoſlible : For, if he is a man of 
the leaſt ſpirit, he will have fifty deviations 
from a ſtraight line to make v#h this or that 
Party as he goes along, which he can no ways 

avoid. 
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avoid. He will have views and proſpects te 
himſelf, perpetually ſoliciting his eye, which 
he can no more help ſtanding ſtill to look at, 
than he can fly; he will moreover have va. 
rious 5 

Accounts to reconcil 1 

Anecdotes to pick up" 

Inſcriptions to make out: 

Stories to WEAVE in: 

Traditions to ſift: 

Perſonages to call upon: 

Panegyrics to paſte up at this door: 

Paſquinades at that: —All which both the 


man and his mule are quite exempt from, 


To ſum up all; there are archieves at every 
ſtage to be "i bed into, and rolls, records, 
documents, and endleſs genealogies, which 


Juſtice ever and anon calls him back to ſtay 
the reading of: In ſhort, there is no end of 


it for my own part, I declare E have been 


at it theſe tix weeks, making all the ſpeed | 


offibly could,—and am not yet born :>— 
Il have juſt becn able, and that's all, to tell 


you when it happened, but not how 0 that 


you ſee the ching is yet far from being ac- 


compliſhed. 


Theſe unforeſeen ſtoppages, which I own 


J had no conception of when I firſt ſet out— 
but which, Fam convinced now, will rather 


increaſe than diminiſh as I e dare 


ſtruck out a hint which I am reſolved to fol- 


low ;—and that i is, — not to be i in a hur * — 
but 
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but-to go on leiſurely, writing and publiſh- 
ing two volumes of my life every year ; 
which, if I am ſuffered to go on quietly, 


and can make a tolerable bargain with my 


bookſeller, I ſhal} continue to do as long as 


9 live. 


CHAP. XY, 
T* article in my mother's marvinge-for- 


tlement, which I told the reader ] was 

at the pains to ſearch for, and which, now 

that I have found it, I think proper to lay be- 

fore him, —is ſo much more fully expreſſed 

in the deed itſelf, than ever I can pretend to 

do it, that it would be barbarity to take it 
out of the lawyer's hand :—lr is as follows: 

© AND THIS INDENTURE FURTHER WITN*+ $- 

© SETH, That-the ſaid Walter Shandy, mer- 


_66 chant, in confideration of the ſaid intended 

"© mar riage to be had, and, by God's bleſſing 
| ce to be well and truly te and con- 
„ ſummated between the faid Walter Shandy 
© and Elizabeth Moilineux aforeſaid, and di- 


5 vers other good and valuable cauſes and 
& conſiderations him thereunto ſpecially 


. moving, —doth grant, covenant, conde- 


5 ſcend, conſent, conclude, bargain, and fully 
* agree to and with Jahn Dixon, and Janes 


« Turner, Eſqrs; the above named truſtees, 


Y c. WF, —to wit, — That in cafe it ſhould 


we hereafter ſo fall out, chance, happen, or 


otherwiſe . 
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<* otherwiſe come to paſs, ——that the ſaid 
* Walter Shandy, merchant, ſhall have left off 
© buſineſs before the time or times that the 
<* ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux ſhall, according to 
© the courle of nature, or otherwiſe, have 
<« left off bearing and bringing forth chil. 
„ dren; —— and that, in confequence of 


the faid Walter Sbandy having lo left off 
_ © buſineſs, he ſhall in deſpight, and againſt 


* the free-will; conſent, and good liking of 
© the ſaid Elizabeth Mollmenx, —— make a 
departure from the city of London, in order 
© toretire to, and dwell upon his eftate 
* at Shandy-Hall, in the country of —, 


or at any other -country-feat, caſtle, hall, 


* manſion-houſe, meſſuage or grainge-houſe, 
© now purchaſed, or hereafter to be purcha- 


fed, or upon any part or parcel thereof :— 


© Tharxthen, and as often as the faid Elizabeth 


Mallineux ſhall happen to be enceint with 
© child or children leverally and lawfully be- 
got, or to be begotten, upon the body of 


„ the ſaid Elizabeth Mollincux, during her 
5 {aid coverture, —he the ſaid Valter Shandy 
*© ſhall, at his own proper coſt and charges, 
* and out of his own proper monies, upon 
* good and reaſonable notice, which is here- 
by agreed to be within 6& weeks of her the 


* ſaid Eliaabeib Mallineux 's full reckoning, or 


5 time of {ſuppoſed and computed delivery, 
* —pay, or cauſe to be paid, the ſum of one 
** hundred and twenty pounds of good and 


« lawful 


Ee 


Cc 
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c lawful money, to John Dixon and Fames 


« Turner, Eſqrs; or aſſigns, - upon TRUST and 


confidence, and for and unto the uſe and 
c uſes, intent, end, and purpoſe following :— 


“THAN Is TO SAV, hat the ſaid ſum of one 


hundred and twenty pounds ſhall be paid in- 
$973 to the hands of the faid Elizabeth Mollineux, 


« or to be otherwiſe applied by them the ſaid 
« Truſtees, for the well and truly hiring of 
one coach, with able and ſufficient horſes, 
« to carry and convey the body of the ſaid Eli. 


| «© 22beth Mollineux, and the child or children 
« which ſhe ſhall be then and there enceint 
| © and pregnant with,—unto the city of Lon- 


* don; and for the further paying and defray- 


ing of all other incidental coſts, charges, 
| © and expences whatſoever, —in and about, 
| © and for, and relating to, her ſaid intended 


*« delivery and lying-in, in the ſaid city, or 


*« ſuburbs thereof. And that the ſaid Elizabeth 
© Mollineus {hall and may, from time to time, 
6 and at all ſuch time and times as are here 


* covenanted and agreed upon, —peaceabl 

„and quietly hire the {aid coach and horſes, 
« and have free ingreſs, egreſs, and regreſs 
throughout her journey, in and from the 
ſaid coach, according to the tenor, true in- 


tent, and meaning of theſe preſents, with- 
« out any let, ſuit, trouble, diſturbance, mo- 


“ leſtation, diſcharge, hinderance, forfeiture, 
* eviction, vexatien, interruption, or incum- 
e brance whatſoever, — And that it ſhall 


. D e moreover 
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© moreover be lawful to and for the ſaid E.. 


% zabeth Mallineux, from time to time, and az 
oft or often as ſhe ſhall well and truly be 
, advanced in her ſaid pregnancy, to the 
ce time herctofore {tipulated and agreed up. 
on, to live and reſide in ſuch place or 
places, and in-ſuch family or families, and 


e with ſuch relations, friends, and other per. 


4 {ons within the ſaid city of London, as ſhe 


at her own will and pleaſure, notwithſtand. 


ing her preſent coverture, and as if ſhe 


wit was a femme fole and unmarried, 


{hall 


* think fit.———/AND THIS INDENTURE Foz. 
„ TH4+tR WITNESSETH, That for the more ef. 
% fectually carrying of the ſaid covenant in- 
A to execution, the ſaid Walter Shandy, mer. 


& chant, doth hereby grant, bargain, ſell, 
< releaſe, and confirm unto the ſaid Fohy 


Dixon, and James Turner, Eſqrs; their 
* heirs, executors, and aſſigns, in their actual 
* poſſeſſion now being, by virtue of an in- 
% denture of bargain and ſale for a year to 
them the ſaid John Dixon and James Tur 
*< ner, Eſqrs; by him the faid Valter Shanch, 


& merchant, thereof made; which ſaid bar— 


gain and ſale for a year, bears date the day 
next before the date ot theſe preſents, and 
-»» by force and virtue of the ſtatute for trans- 
« ferring of uſes into poſſeſſion ALL that 
-*© the manor and lordſhip of 'Shandy, in the 
e county of , with all the rights, mem- 


e hers, and appurtenances 'thereof,; and 1 
* hers, 66 
0 an 
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«© and every the meſſuages, houſes, build- 
„ ings, barns, ſtables, orchards, gardens, 
« backſfides, tofts, crofts, garths, cottages, 
«© lands, meadows, feedings, paſtures, mar- 


„ ſhes, cominons, woods, under-wocds, drains, 
60 kGeries. waters, and water- ae e ; toge- 


% ther with all rents, reverſions, ſervices, 


b annuities, fee-farms, knights fees, views of 
„ frankpledge, eſcheats, relies, mines, quar- 
« ries, goods and chattels of felons and fugi- 


6e tives, felons of themſelves, and put in exi- 

gent, deodands, free warrens, and all other 
*« royalties and ſcigniories, rights and juriſ- 
«© ditions, privileges and hereditaments what- 
«© ſoever. —— AND ALso the advowlon, do- 
© nation, preſentation, and free diſpoſition 


of the rectory or parſonage of Shar.dy afore- 


„ (aid, and all and every the tenths, tythes, 

„ olebe- lands” In three words, —** My 
mother was to ly-in, (if ſhe choſe it) in 
London. 

But in order to put a ſtop to the practice 
of any unfair play on the part of my mother, 
which a marriage-areicle of this nature too 
manifeſtly opened a door to, and which in- 
deed had never been thought of at all, but 
for my uncle Toby Shandy a clauſe was 
added in ſecurity of my fath er, which was 
this: —“ That in caſe my mother hereatter 
„ ſhould, at any time, put my father to the 
trouble and expence of a Londen journey, 

© upon falſe cries and tokens that for 
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cc every ſuch inſtance; ſhe ſhould forfeit all 
* the right and title which the covenant gave 


4 her to the next turn, — but to no more,— 


* and ſo on, toties quoties, in as effectual a 
© manner, as if ſuch a covenant betwixt them 


had not been made.” This, by the way, 


was no more than what was reaſonable ;=— 


and yet, as reaſonable as it was, I have ever 
thought it hard that the whole weight of the 


article ſhould have fallen entirely, as it did, 
upon myſelf. | My | 

But I was begot and born to misfortunes : 
—for my poor mother, whether it was wind 
or a compound of both, or nei- 
cher; or whether it was ſimply the mere 
ſwell of imagination and fancy in her ;—or 
how far a ſtrong wiſh and deſire to have it 


ſo, might miſſead her judgment: —in ſhort, 


Whether ſhe was deceived or deceiving in 


this matter, it no way becomes me to de- 


cide. The fac was this, That in the latter end 
of September 1717, which was the year before 


I was born, my mother having carried my fa- 


ther up to town much'againſt the grain. 
he peremptorily inſiſted upon the clauſe ;— 


ſo that I was doom'd, by marriage-articles, to 
have my noſe ſqueez'd as flat to my face, as if 
the deſtinies had actually ſpun me without one. 

How this event came about, —and what a 
train of vexatious diſappointments, in one 
ftage or other of my life, have purſued me 
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| this one ſingle member, —ſhall be laid be- 


fore the render all in due time. 


HAF. XVI 


qY father, as any body may dans n 


imagine, came down with my mother 


into the country, in but a pettiſh kind of a 
| humour. The firſt twenty or five-and-twen- 
ty miles he did nothing in the world but fret 


and teaze himſelf, and indeed my mother too, 


| about the curſed expence, which he faid 
| might every ſhilling of it have been ſaved ;— 
| then what vexed him more than every thing 
| elle was, the provoking time of the year. 
{ which, as I told you, was towards the end of 


September, when his wall- -fruit,. and green 


| gages eſpecially, in, which he was very curious, 
| were juſt ready for pulling Had he been 
= © whiſtled up to London, upon a Tom Fools 


«errand, in any other month of che whole 
«© year, he ſhould not have ſaid three words 


about it.“ 


For the next two whole 8 no \ ſubject 
would go down, but the heavy blow he had 


| ſuſtain'd from the loſs of a ſon, whom it ſeems 
he had fully reckoned upon in his mind, and 
| regiſtered down in his pocket-book, as a ſe- 


on ſtaff for his old age, in caſe Bobby thould 
tail him. The diſappointment of this, he 
* {aid, was ten times more to a wile man, 


w than all the money which the journey, Wc. 
$4 had 
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* every ſuch inſtance; ſhe ſhould forfeit all 
* the right and title which the covenant gave 
„ her to the next turn, —but to no more,— 
* and ſo on, toties quoties, in as effectual a 
manner, as if ſuch a covenant betwixt them 
had not been made.” This, by the way, 
was no more than what was reaſonable ;=—— 
and yet, as reaſonable as it was, I have ever 
thought it hard that the whole weight of the 
article ſhould have fallen entirely, as it did, 
upon myſelf. | 

But I] was begot and born to misfortunes : 
—for my poor mother, whether it was wind 
or water or a compound of both, or nei- 


ther ;——or whether it was ſimply the mere | 5 


ſwell of imagination and fancy in her ;—or 
how far a ſtrong wiſh and deſire to have it 
ſo, might miſlead her judgment: —in ſhort, 
whether ſhe was deceived or deceiving in 


this matter, it ho way becomes me to de- 
cide. The fac was this, That in the latter end 
of September 1717, which was the year before 1 
I was born, my mother having carried my fa- 


ther up to town much againſt the grain, 


be peremptorily inſiſted upon the clauſe ;— nl 
ſo that I was doom'd, by marriage-articles, to 


have my noſe ſqueez'd as flat to my face, as if 


the deſtinies had actually ſpun me without one. 

How this event came about, —and what 2 
train of vexatious diſappointments, in one 
ſtage or other of my life, have purſued me 


from the mere loſs, or rather compreſſion, of 


this 
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| this one ſingle member,. ——ſhall be laid be- 
fore the reader all in due time. 


CHAP. XVI. 


imagine, came down with my mother 


into the country, in but a pettiſh kind of a 


N father, as any body may naturally 


: humour. The firſt twenty or five-and-twen- | 


iy miles he did nothing in the world but fret 
and teaze himſelf, and indeed my mother too, 


about the curſed expence, which he ſaid 


might every ſhilling of it have been ſaved ;— 
then what vexed him more than every thing 
elſe was, the provoking time of the year,— 
Z which, as I told you, was towards the end of 


15 September, when his wall-fruit, . and green 
= gages eſpecially, in, which he was very curious, 


vvere juſt ready for pulling: Had he been 
= © whiſtled up to London, upon a Tom Fools 


© errand, in any. other month of che whole 


« year, he ſhould not have ſaid three words 


* about it.“ gens | 
For the next two whole ſtages, no ſubject 
would go down, but the heavy blow he had 
ſuſtain'd from the loſs of a ſon, whom it ſeems 
he had fully reckoned upon in his mind, and 
X regiſtered down in his pocket-book, as a ſe- 
cond ſtaff for his old age, in caſe Bobby ſhould 
fail him. The diſappointment of this, he 
„ ſaid, was ten times more to a wile man, 
than all the money which the journey, Wc. 
91 had 
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% had coft him, put togeiher :—rot the hun- 


e dred and twenty pounds, 
© mind it a ruſh.” 


From Stilton, all the way to Grantham, no- 


thing in the whole affair provoked him fo 
much as the condolences of his friends, and 
the fooliſh figure they ſhould both make at 


church, the firſt Sunday ;—ot which, in the 


fatirical vehemence of his wit, now ſharpen- 


ed a little by vexation, he would give ſo ma- 


ny hu=:orous and provoking  deſcriptions,—- 
and place his rib and ſelf in ſo many tor- 
menting lights and attitudes in the face of 
the whole congregation ; that my mother 
declared, theſe two ſtages were fo truly tragi- 
comical, that ſhe did nothing but laugh and 
cry in a breath, from one end to the other of 
them all the way. | 

From Grantham, till they bad croſſed the 
Trent, my father was out of all kind of pa- 


tience at the vile trick and impoſition which 


he fancied my mother had put upon him in 
tis affair“ Certainly,” he would fay to 
himtelf, over and over again, “the woman 
coul ij not be deceived berſel{— f ſhe could, 
hat weakneſs! - tormenting word !— 
which led his imagination a thorny dance, 
and, before all was over, played the duce and 
all with him; for ſure as ever the word 


Weakneſs was atiered:; and 'feruck full upon 
his brain, —fo. fure it ſer him upon running 
divifions upon how many kinds of weakpefſis 

there 


he did not 
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there were;—that there was ſuch a thing as 
weakneſs of the body, —as well as weakneſs- 
| of the mind ;—and then he would do nothing 
| but ſyllogize within himſelf for a ſtage ve 

| two together, How far the cauſe of all theſe 


57 


or might not, have ariſen- 


In: ſhort, he bad ſo many little ſubjects of. 


1 diſquietude, ſpringing out of this one affair, 


all fretting ſuccethvely in his mind as they 
role Up in it, that my mother, whatever was 
her journey up, had but an unęaſy journey of * 
it down. — In a word, as ſhe complained to 
my uncle Toby, h e would have tired out the 
patience. of any fleſh alive. 


. XVI" 
11 my father travelled home 


wards, as I told you, in none of the 


beſt of moods, —pſhawang and piſhing. all 
the way down,—yet he had the compliilarice 


to keep the worlt part of the ſtory ſtill to- 


mmſelt ;---which was the refolution he bad 
taken of doing himſelf the juſtice, which my 
uncle Toby's.clauſe in the marriage- -ſertſement - 
empowered him; nor was it till the very 
night in which I was begot, which was thir 
teen months after, that ſhe had the leaſt inti- 
mation of his deſign: when my father, hap- 


pening, as you remember, to be a little chag- 6 


rined and out of temper,—took. occaſion, as 


1 lay chatting gravely in bed een, 
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talking over what was to come, — to let her 
know that ſhe muſt accommodate herſelf as 
well as ſhe could to the bargain made between 
them 1n their marriage-deeds; which was, to 
Iy-in of her next child in the country, to ba- 
lance the laſt year's journey. | 
My father was a gentleman of many virtues, 
but he had a ſtrong ſpice of that in his tem- 
per, which might, or might not, add to the 
number.—'T1s known by the name of perſe- 
verance in a good cauſe,—and of obſl racy 
in a bad one: Of this my mother had fo 
much knowledge, that ſhe knew 1t was to no 
purpoſe to make any remonſtrance, — ſo ſhe 
even reſolved to fit down quietly, and make 


the moſt of it. 


CHAP. XVII. 


As the point was that night agreed, er 
rather determined, that my mother 


ſhould ly-in of 'me in the country, ſhe took 


her meaſures accordingly ;. for which pur- 
pole, when ſhe was three days, or thereabouts, 
gone with child, ſhe began to caſt her eyes 
upon the midwife, whom you have ſo often 
heard me mention; and, before the week 
was well got round, as the famous Dr Man- 
ningham was not to be had, ſhe had come to 
a final determination in her mind—Notwith- 
ſtanding there was a ſcientific operator with- 
in ſo near a call as eight miles of us, and 

i : who, 
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| who, moreover, had expreſsly wrote a five 
| ſhillings book upon the ſubject of midwitery, 
in which he had expoſed, not only the blun- 
ders of the ſiſterhood itſelf, but had likewife 
ſuperadded many curious improvements for 


the quicker extraction of the fœtus in croſs 


births, and ſome other cafes of danger, which 
belay us in getting into the world; notwith- 


ſtanding all this, my mother, I ſay, was abſo- 


| Jutely determined to truſt her life, and mine 
with it, into no ſoul's hand but this old wo- 
man's only, Now this I like; — when we 
cannot get at the very thing we wiſh—never 
to take up with the next belt in degree to it: 


—no; that's pitiful beyond defcription. It 
is no more than a week tzom this very day, in 


& which I am now writing this book for the 
edification of the world—which is March g, 


1759—that my dear, dear Jenny, obſerving 1 
looked a little grave, as ſhe ſtood cheapening 


© afilk of five-and-twenty ſhillings a yard, told 


the mercer, ſhe was ſorry ſhe had given him ſo 


much trouble :—and immediately went and 


bought herſelf a yard-wide ſtuff of ten-pence 
a yard. —'Tis the duplication of one and the 
ſame greatneſs of foul ; only, what Jeilened 
the honour of it ſomewhar, in my mother's 
caſe, was, that ſhe- could not heroine it into 


fo violent and hazardous an extreme, as on? 


in her ſituation might have wiſhed, becauſe 
the old midwife had really ſome little claim 


to be depended upon,—as much, at leaſt, as 


D 5 ſucceſs 
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ſuc:e's could give her; having, in the courſe 
of her practice of near twenty years in the 
pzc.!h, brought every mother's fon of them 


into the world without any one flip or acci- 


dent which could fairly be laid to her ac- 
count. . nn 
Theſe facts, though'they had their weight, 
yet did not altogether ſatisfy ſome few teru- 
pies and uneaſineſſes which hung upon my 


_ father's ſpirits in relation to this choice. — 


To ſay nothing of the natural workings of 
humanity and juſtice—or of the yearni.gs of 
parental and connubial love, all which 


prompted him to leave as little to hazard as 


poſſible in a caſe of this kind;—he felt him- 
alf concerned in a particular manner, that all 
ſhould go right in the preſent caſe. from 
the accumulated ſorrow he lay open to, 
ſhould any evil betide his wife and child in 
lying-in at Shandy-Hall. He knew the world 
judged by events, and. would add to his af- 
flictions in ſuch a misfortune, by loading him 
With the whole blame of it. Alas o'day ! 
had Mrs Shandy, poor gentlewoman ! 
© had but her wiſh in going up to town juſt 
ce to ly-in and come down again ;—which, 
ce they ſay, ſhe begged and prayed for upon 
« her bare knees,—and which, in my opi- 


« nion, conſidering the fortune which Mr «Mf 


«© Shandy got with her, -was no ſuch mighty 


matter to have complied with, the lady 


b and | 
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cc and her babe might both or them have 
« been alive at this hour.” 

This exclamation, - my fab knew, was 
unanſwerable;—and yet, it was not merely 
to ſhelter himſelf, — nor was it altogether for 
the care of his offspring and wife, that he 
ſeemed ſo extremely anxious about this point: 
my father had extenſive views of things: 
and ſtood moreover, as he thought, deeply 
concerned in it for the public good, from the 
dread he entertained of the bad uſes an ill- 
fared inſtance might be put to. 

He was very ſenfible that all political wri- 
ters upon the ſubje& had unanimouſly agreed 
and lamented, from the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign down to his own time, that 
the current of men and money-towards the 
metropolis, upon one frivolous. errand or an- 
other, — ſet in ſo ſtrong, —as to become dan- 
gerous to our civil rights though, by the 


by, —a current was noi the image he took moſt 


delight in, —a di/temper was here his favourite 
metaphor, and he would run it down into a 


perfect allegory, by maintaining it was iden- 


tically the ſame in the body national as in the 
body natural, where the blood and ſpirits were 
driven up into the head faſter than they could 
find their ways down ;—a ſtoppage of circu- 
lation muſt enſue, which was death in Bann! 
caſes. 
There was little danger, he would ſay, of 
1 our liberties BY Frerch politics or French 
D6 invaions ;- 


— — — : 
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invaſions ;—htor was hecfo much in pain of a 


conſumption from the maſs of corrupted mat. 


ter and ulcerated humours in our conſtitution, 
which he hoped was not ſo bad as it was ima- 
gined ;— but he verily feared, that in ſome 
violeat puſh, we ſhould go off, all at once, 
in a ſtate-apoplexy;—and then he would fay, 
The Lord have mercy upon us all. 

My father was never able to give the hi— 
ſtory of this diſtemper,—without the remedy 
along with it. 06 8 | 

Was I an abſolute prince,” he would ſay, 
pulling up his breeches with both his hands, 
as he roſe from his arm-chair, © I would ap- 
point able judges, at every avenue of my 
„ metropolis, who ſhould take cognizance of 
<<. every fool's buſineſs who came there 
* and if, upon a fair and candid hearing, it 
«© appeared not of weight ſufficient to leave 


© his own home, and come up, bag and bag- 
« gage, with his wife and children, farmers 


« ſons, c. tc. at his backſide, they ſhould 
* beall ſent back, from conſtable to conſtable, 


© like vagrants as they were, to the place of 


their legal ſettlenients. By this means I ſhall 
* take care, that my metropolis tottered not 
«« through its own weight; that the head be 
© no longer too big for the body ;—that the 
extremes, now waſted and pinned in, be 
© jeftored to their due ſhare of nouriſhment, 
cc and regain with it their natural ſtrength 
and beauty: I would effectually provide, 


„ 
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| «© That the meadows and corn- fields of my 
( dominions, ſhould laugh and fing that 
| © good cheer and hoſpitality flouriſh once 
* more ;—and that ſuch weight and influence 


« be put thereby into the hands of the Squi- 
« rality of my kingdom, as ſhould counter- 
« poiſe what I perceive my Nobility are now 
taking from them.” | | 

« Why are there ſo few palaces and gen- 
« tlemen's ſeats,” he would aſk, with ſome 
emotion, as he walked acroſs the room, 
« throughout ſo many delicious provinces in 
© France? Whence is it that the few re- 
© maining Chateaus amongſt them are ſo diſ- 
© mantled,—ſ{o unfurniſhed, and in fo ruin- 
© ous and defolate a condition? Becauſe, 
&« Sir,” (he would fay) © in that kingdom 
© no man has any country-intereſt to ſup- 
* port;—the little intereſt of any kind which 
any man has any where in it, is concen- 
« trated in the court, and the looks of the 
Grand Monarch: by the ſanſhine of whoſe 
e countenance, or the clouds which paſs acroſs 
it, every Frenchman lives or dies.“ 

Another political reaſon which prompted 


my father ſo ſtrongly to guard againſt the leaſt 
evil accident in my mother's lying-1n in the 


country,—was, That any ſuch inſtance would 
infallibly throw a balance of power, too great 
already, into the weaker veſſels of the gentry, 
in his own, or higher ſtations ;—which, with 
the many other uſurped rights - which that 

NE part 
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part of the conſtitution was hourly eflabliſh. 
ing,—would, in the end, prove fatal to the 
monarchical ſyſtem of domeſtic government 
eftabliſhed in the firſt creation of things by 
God. 

In this point he was a ot Sir Robert 
Filmer's opinion, That the plans and inſtitu- 
tions of the greateſt monarchies in the eaſt- 
ern parts of the world, were, originally, all 
ſtolen from that admirable pattern and pro- 
rotype of this houſehold and paternal power; 
—which, for a century, he faid, and more, 
had gradually been degenerating away into a 
mixed government; the form of which, 


however deſirable in great combinations of 


the ſpecies, — was very troubleſome in ſmall 
ones,—and ſeldom produced any thing, that 
he ſaw, but ſorrow and confuſion. 

For all theſe reaſons, private and public, 
put together,—my father was for having the 
man-midwife by all means, —my mother by 
no means: My father begged and intreated 


ſhe would for once recede from her preroga- 


tive in this matter, and {uffer him to choole 
for her: my mother, on the contrary, infiſt- 
ed upon her 5 in this matter, to 
chooſe for herſelf, and have no mortal's 

help but the old woman's. What could my 
father do? He was almoſt at his wits end; 
—talked it over with her in all moods;:— 
placed his arguments in all hghts;—argued 
the matter with her like a chriſtian,—like a 


heathen * 


— m 
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{ cathen,—like a huſpand, —like a father—Iike 
a patriot, —like a man: My mother anſwer- 
ed every thing only like a woman; which was 
a little hard upon her ;—for as ſhe could not 
aſſume and fight it out behind ſuch a variety 
of characters, —it was no fair match !—it was 
ſeven to one,—-W hat could my mother do? 
— She had the advantage (otherwiſe ſhe had 
been certainly overpowered) of a ſmall rein- 
forcement of chagrin perſonal at.the bottom, 
which bore her up, and enabled her to diſ- 


o 


an advantage, | 
Deum. In a word, my mother was to have 


my father and my uncle 7% Shandy in the 

back parlour, for which he was to be paid 
five guineas. | 5 FART 
I muſt beg leave, before I finiſh this chap- 
ter, to enter a caveat in the breaſt of my fair 
reader; and it is this, — Not to take it ab- 
ſolutely for granted, from an unguarded 
word or two which I have dropped in it. 
*© That I am a married man.” I own, the 


tender appellation of my dear, dear Fenny— 


with ſome other ſtrokes of con ugal know- 
ledge, interſperſed here and there, might, 
naturally enough, have miſled the moſt can- 


did judge in the world into ſuch a determi- 
nation againſt me. — All 1 plead for, in this 


.caſe, 
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caſe, Madam, is firict juſtice, and that you 
do ſo much of it, to me as well as to yourlelf, 
Aas not to prejudge, or receive ſuch an im- 
preſſion of me, till you have better evidence 
than, I am poſitive, at preſent can be pro- 
duced againſt me. Not that I can be fo vain 
er unreaſonable, Madam, as to deſire you 
ſhould therefore think, that my dear, dear 
Jenny is my kept miſtreſs ;—n0,—that would 
be flattering my character in the other ex- 
treme, and giving it an air of freedom, which, 
perhaps, it has no kind of right to. All I 
contend, for, is the utter impoſſibility, for 
ſome volumes, that you, or the moſt pene- 
trating ſpirit upon earth, ſhould know how 
this matter really ſtands. Ir is not impoſſi- 
ble, out that my dear, dear Jenny! tender as 
the appellation is, may be my child. Conſider, 
—] was born in the year eighteen. Nor is 
there any thing unnatural or extravagant in 
the ſuppoſition, that my dear Jer: 
my friend.— Friend - My friend. —Surely, 
Madam, a friendſhip . the two ſexes 
may ſubſiſt, and be ſupported without—Fy ! 
Mr $handy Without any thing, Madam, 
but that tender and delicious ſentiment, 
which ever mixes in friendſhip, where there 
is a difference of ſex. Let me intreat you 
to ſtudy the pure and ſentimental parts of 
the beſt French Romances; it will reallyj 
Madam, aſtoniſh you to ſee with what a va- 
riety of chaſte n * delicious ſenti- 
ment, 
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F ment; "which 1 have the honour to ſpeak of, 
| Is dreſled out. 


HA k. XIX. 


WOULD ſoooner undertake to explain 
the hardeſt problem in geometry, than 
pretend to account for it, that a gentleman 
of my father's great good ſenſe, — Know ing, 
as the reader muſt have obſer ved him, and 
curious too in philofophy, —wiſe alſo in po- 
litical reaſoning, —and in polemical (as he 
will find) no way ignorant, — could be capa- 
ble of entertaining a notion in his head, ſo 
out of the common track, — that I fear the 
reader, when I come to mention it to him, if 
he is the leaſt of a choleric temper, will im- 
mediately throw the book by; ; if mercurial, 
he will laugh moſt heartily at it ;—and if he a 
is of a grave and ſaturnine caſt, he will, at firſt 
fight, abſolutely condema it as fanciful and 
extravagant; and that was in reſpect to the 
choice and impoſition of chriſtian names, on 
which he thought a great deal more depended 
than what ſuperficial minds were capable of 
conceiving. 8 | 
His opinion, in this matter, was, That 
there was a ſtrange kind of magic bias, which 
good or bad names, as he called them, irre- 
ſiſtibly impreſfed- upon our characters and 
conduct, 
The hero of Cervantes argued n noi the poins 
Wit 
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with: more ſertouſneſs, —nor had he more. 
faith, — or more to ſay on the powers of ne- 
cromancy in difhonouring his deeds, —or on 


DurcixzaA's name in fhedding luſtre upon oy 
them, than my father had. on thoſe of TRis- — 
MEGESTUS or ARCHIMEDES, on the one hand Jaz 
or of Nxx Y and S1Mx4w on the other, ge 
How many Czsars and PoupE xs, he would Tel 
ſav, by mere inſpiration of the names, have th 
been rendered worthy of them? And how. 0 
many, he would add, are there, who might | f1 
have done exceeding well in the world, had a 
not their. characters and ſpirits been forall: i 
deprefled and /N1coDEMUSED into nothing? fr 
I ſee plainly, Sir, by your looks, (or as the 17 
caſe happened) my father would ſay, — that y 
you do not heartily ſubſcribe to this opinion 7 
of mine, —- which, to thoſe, he would add, F 
who have-not carefully ſifted it to the * 5 
tom. I own has an air more of fancy than. 
of ſolid reaſoning in it;—and yet, my dear 
Sir, if I may preſume to know your character, 
L am. morally aſſured, I ſhould hazard little. 


. in ſtating a caſe to you, — not as. a party in 
the diſpute, —but as a judge, and truſting. 
my- appeal upon it to your own good ſenſe. 
and candid diſquiſition in this matter. You 
are a perion free from as many narrow pre- 
| judices of education as moſt men; —and, if 1. 
may preſume to penetrate; farther into you, 
of a. liberality of genius above bearing 
down an opinion, merely becauſe it wants. 
e friends. 


— 


MF 
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friends. Your fon, —your dear ſon, — from 
| whoſe ſweet and open temper you have fo 
much to expe&t—Your BILL, Sir !—would + 
| you, for the world, have cated him Jopas 
Would you, my dear Sir, he would ſay, 
| laying his hand upon your breaſt, with the 


genteeleſt addreſs, —and in that ſoft and ir- 


reſiſtible piano of voice, which the nature of 
| the argumentum ad hominem abſolutely re- 


guires,—W ould you, Sir, if a Jew of a god- 


| father had propoſed the name for your child, 


and offered you his purſe along with it, would 
yon have conſented to ſuch a deſecration of 
fim?——O my God! he would ſay, look- 
ing op, if I know your temper right, Sir, 
you are incapable of it ;—you. would have 
trampled upon the offer; -Vou would have 
thrown the temptation at the tempter” 8 bead 
with abhorrence. 


Four greatneſs of mind in this din,” | 


which I admire, with that generous contempt. 
of money, which you fhew me in the whole 
tranſaction, is reall; noble and what ren- 
ders it more fo, is the principle of it; 
the workihgs of a parent's love upen *he 
truth and conviction of this very hypotheſis, 
namely, That was your ſon called Jup As, 
the ſordid and treacherous idea, fo infepara- 
ble from the name, would have accompanied 


him through lite like his ſhadow, and, inthe 


end, made a miſer and a filet” of him, in 


ſpite} Sir, of your exaniple. 


I never 


N 
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I never knew a man able to anſwer this ar. 
gument.— But, indeed, to ſpeak of my fa. 
ther as he was,—he was certainly irreſiſtible 
both in his orations and difputations ;—he 
was born an orator;— . Mes. Perſuaſion 
hung upon his lips, and the elements of Lo. 
gie and Rhetoric were ſo blended up in him, 
and, wihal, he had fo ſhrewd a gueſs at 


the weakneſſes and paſſions of his reſpondent, 


that NaTURE might have ſtood up and faid, 
This man is eloquent.“ —. In ſhort, whe- 


ther he was on the weak or the ſtrong fide of 


the queſtion, twas hazardous in either caſe 
to attack him. And yet, tis ſtrange, he had 
never read Cicero, . nor Quintilian de Orators, 
nor ſfecrates, nor Ariſtotle, nor Lenginus amongſt 
the. ancients ;—NOF. Voſhrus 5 nor Skioppius „ or 
Ramus, nor Farnaby amongſt the moderns; 
and, what is more aſtoniſhing, he had ne- 
ver in his whole life the leaſt light or ſpark of 
ſobtilty ſtruck into his mind, by one ſingle 
lecture upon Crackenthorp or Burgerſdicius, or 


any Dutch logician or commentator he 
knew not ſo much as in what the difference 


of an argument ad ignorantiam, and an argu- 


ment ad hominem. conſiſted; ſo that I well re- 


member, when he went up along with me to 
enter my name at Jeſus College in * * ,. 
it was a matter of juſt wonder with my wor- 


thy tutor, and two or three fellows of that 


learned ſociety, that a man who knew not fo 


* 
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much as the names of his tools, ſhould be 
able to work after that faſhion with them. 

To work with them in the beſt manner he 


could, was what my father was, however, per- 


petually forced upon ;—for he had a thouſar.d 
| little ſceptical notions of the comic kind to 
| defend moſt of which notions, I verily be- 


lieve, at firſt entered upon the footing of mere 


whims, and of a vive la Bagatelle, and as ſuch 
he would make merry with them for half an 


hour or fo, and, having ſharpened his wit 


upon them, diſmiſs them till another day. 

I mention this, not only as matter of hypo- 
| theſis or conjecture upon the progreſs and eſta- 
bliſhment of my father's many odd opinions, 
but as a warning to the learned reader a- 


gainſt the indiſcreet reception of ſuch gueſts, 
who, after a free and undiſturbed entrance, 


for ſome years, into our brains,—at length 


claim a kind of ſettlement there. working 


ſometimes like yeaſt, —but more generally al- 
ter the manner of the gentle paſſion, begin- 
ning in jeſt, but ending in downright ear- 


neſt; WW 
Whether this was the cauſe of the fingularity 


of my father's motions or that his judgrnent, 


at length, became the dupe of his wit ;—or 


how far, in many of his notions, he might, 


though odd, be abſolutely right ;- 


the rea- 


der, as he comes at them, ſhall decide. All 
that I maintain here, is, that in this one, of 


the influence of Chriſtian names, however it 


gained 
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gained footing, he Was ſerious ;—he was all 
uniformity ;—he was ſyitematical, and, like 
all ſyſtematic reaſoners, he would move bath 
heaven and earth, and twiſt and torture ever 
thing in nature, to. ſupport his hypotheſis, 
In a-word, I. repeat it over again ;—he was 
ſerious; and, in conſequence of it, he would 
loſe all kind f patience whenever be faw 
people, el of condition, who ſhould 
have known better, —as careleſs and as indif.- 
ferent about the name they impoſed upon 
their child, —or more ſo, than in the choice 
. _ Ponto or Cupid for their puppy - dog. 

This, he would ſay, look'd ill and had, 
8 dre wer, this. particular aggra vation in it, 
viz. That when once a vile name was wrong: 
fully or injudiciouſly given, twas not like 
the caſe of a man's character, which, when 
- wreng'd,: might hereafter be clear'd; and, 
poſſibly, ſome time or other, if not in the 
mans life, at leaſt after his death — be, ſome- 
how or other, ſet to rights with the world: 
But the injury of this, he would ſay, could 
never be undone ;—nay, he doubted even 
Whether an act of parliament could reach it: 
Ile knew as well as you, that the legiſla- 
ture aſſumed a power over ſurnames ;—but 
for very ſtrong reaſons, which he could give, 


it had never yet adventured, he would lay, to 


go a ſtep farther. 


It was obſervable, that though my 3 


in conſequence of chis opinion, had, as I have 


4. ; | | Ro | 
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told you, the ſtrongeſt likings and dillikings 


towards certain names that there were ſtill 


numbers of names which hung ſo equally in 
the balance before him, that they were abſo- 
lutely indifferent to him. Fack, Dich, and 


Jom were of this claſs.: Theſe my father called 
neutral names ;—=affirming of Xi without 
a ſatire, That there had been as many knaves 


And fools, at leaſt, as wiſe and good men, 
ſince the world began, who had indifferently 
borne them; . fo that, like equal forces act- 
ing againſt each other in contrary directions, 


he thought they mutually deſtroyed each o- 
ther's effects; for which reaſon, he would of- 


ten declare, He would not give a cherry-ſtone 


to chooſe amongſt them. Bob, which was my 


brotber's name, was another of theſe neutral 
kinds of chriftian names, which operated very 
little either way; and as my father happened 
to be at Egſom when it was given him, —be 
would oft- times thank Heaven it was no worſe. 

Andreu was ſomething like a negative quan- 
tity in Algebra with him ;—rtwas worſe, he 
aid, than nothing = 
high: — Numps again was low with him: 


William ſtood pretty 


and Nick, he ſaid, was the DEVIL. 
But, of all the names in the ivd, he 
had the moſt unconquerable averfion-for TRM. 


sTRAM ;—he had the loweſt and moſt con- 


temptible opinion of it, of any thing in the 
world, thinking it could produce nothing in 


rerum nn, but what was extremely mean 


and 
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and pitiful : So that in the midſt of a diſpute 


on the ſubje&, in which, by the by, he was 
frequently involved, — he would ſometime, | 


break off in a ſudden and ſpirited Eereno. 
NEMA, or rather ERoTEs1s, raiſed a third, 
and ſometimes a full fifth above the key of 
the diſcourſe, — and demand it categorically 
of his antagoniſt, Whether he would take 
upon him to ſay, he had ever remembered,— 
whether he had ever read,—or even whether 


he had ever heard tell of a man, called Tri- 
Aram, performing any thing great, or worth 
recording ?—No—he would 1a 


— TRISTRAN! 
The thing is impoſſible. _ N 
What could be wanting in my father but to 


have wrote a book to publiſh this notion of 


his to the world? Little boots it to the ſubtle 


ſpeculatiſt to ſtand ſingle in his opinions, — 
unleſs he gives them proper vent: — It was 
the identical thing which my father did ;— 
for in the year ſixteen, which was two years 
before I was born, he was at the pains of wri- 


ting an expreſs DissERTATIOR ſimply upon 


the word Triftram,—ſhewing the world, with 
great candour and modeſty, the grounds of 
his great abhorrence to the name, 


When this ttory is compared with the title- 
page, — Will not the gentle reader pity my 


father from his foul ?—to ſee an orderly and 
well-diſpoſed gentleman, who, though fingu- 
lar—yet inoffenſive in his notions, —ſo played 


upon in them by croſs purpoſes ;——to look 


down lj 
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down upon the ſtage, and ſee him baffled antf 


overthrown in all his little ſyſtems and wiſhes; 


| —to behold a train of events perpetually fall. 
ing out againſt him, and in fo critical and 
| cruel a way, as if they had purpoſely been 


lann'd and pointed againſt. him, merely to 


inſult his ſpeculations :—-In a word, to behold 


ſuch a one, in his old age, ill-fitted for trou- 
bles, ten times in a day ſuffering ſorrow;— 


ten times in a day calling the child of his 


prayers PRTSTRANM !— Melancholy diſſyllable 


of found ! which, to his ears, was uniſon te 


Ninc:mpbop, and every name vituperative un“ 
: — {7 43; YE | rr 
der heaven. — By his afhes I ſwear it, —if 


ever malignant ſpirit tobk pleafute, of buſied 


ſelf in traverſing the purpoſes of mortal nian, 
—it muſt have been here; —and if it was not 
neceffary T ſhould be born before I was chri- 
ſtened, I would this moment give the reader 
e © ES HS 5 E. 

e 
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CHAP, xx. 


— 


Ho could you, Madam, be fo in- 
| attentive in reading the laſt chapter? told 


you Jn it, That my mother was not a papiſt.— 
Papiſt! You told me no ſuch thing, Sir. — 


| Madam, I beg leave to repeat it over again, 


that I told you, as plain, at leaſt, as words, 
by direct inference, could tell you ſuch a 


thing. Then, Sir, I muft have miſs'd a page. 
No, Madam, —you have not miſs'd a word. 
Vox. J. E III 


— 


e — — 
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— 


hen I was aſleep, Sir, My pride, Ma. ol 
dam, cannot allow you that refuge. Then, W 
I declare, I know nothing at all about the Ii! 
matter. That,. Madam, is the very fault! MW wv 
. Jay to your charge; and as a puniſhment for MW 1 
it, I do infiſt upon it, that you immediately WH ſh 
turn back, that is, as ſoon.as you.get to the m 
next full ſtop, and read the whole chapter o. fe 
ver again. I have impoſed this penance upon | 
the lady, neither out of wantonneſs nor cru. MW of 
elty ; but from the beſt af matives ; and there. MW te 
fore ſhall make her no apology for it when in 
ſhe returns back :;-—"Tis to rebuke a vicious Ml vi 
taſte, which has crept, into thouſands beſides Mt h: 
herſelf,. —of reading ſtraight forwards, more 
In quelt of the adventures, chan of the deep 
| __erudition and knowledge which a book of this. 
110 Taſt, if read over as it ſhould be, would in- n 
BY fallibly impart with them-—The mind ſhould b, 
-be accuſtomed to make wiſe reflections, and Ki 
are x curious concluſions as it goes along; the e 
habitude of which made_Pliny the younger af. W 
firm, That he never read a book ſo bad, ba 
Pauut he drew ſome profit from it.” The ſtories 
i of Greece and Rome, run over without this Wl fo 
' turn and application, — do leſs ſervice, 1 at- k 
firm it, than the hiſtory of Pariſmus and Pa. 
1 '  Tiſmenus, or of the Seven Champions of Eng: 


” 


[ Jand, read with it. 


. Hut here comes my fair lady. Have 
| Jou read over again the chapter, Madam, as JW be 
| 4 defired you?—You have: And did you not vo! 
1108 8 T.. 4 EZ 
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+ MW obſerve the paſſage, upon the ſecond&feading, 
which admits the inference ?!—Not'a word 
he like it! Then, Madam, be pleaſed fo ponder” 
1 WW well the laſt line but one of the chapter, where 
or I take upon me to ſay, It was neceſſary 1 
'v WW ſhould be born before I was chriſten'd.“ Had 
he my mother, Madam, been a Papiſt, that con“ 
o. MW {equence did not follow w. 5 
OR It is a terrible misfortune for this ſame book 
u. of mine, but more fo to the Republic of let- 
re. ters —ſo that my own is quite twallowed up 
en in the conſideration of it that this ſeli-ſame 
2s vile pruriency for freſh adventures in all things, 
les has got ſo ſtrongly into our habit and humour, 
ore and ſo wholly intent are we upon ſatisfying 


FThe Romiſb Rituals direct the baptizing of the child, 
in caſes of danger, before it is born; — but upon this pro- 

viſo, That ſome part or other of the child's body be 4 
by the baptizer: But the Doctors of the Sorbonne, by 
a deliberation held amongſt them, April. 10, 17 33, — have 
enlarged the powers of the midwives, by determining, That 
though no part of the child's body ſhould appear, — that 
baptiſm ſhall, nevertheleſs, be adminiſtered to it by injec- 
tion, —par le moyen d'une petite canulle, —Anglice a ſquirt. 
| ——” Tis very ſtrange that St Thomas Aquinas, who hack 
ſo good a mechanical head, both for tying and untying the 
| knots of ſchool-divinity, ſhould, after ſo much pains be- 
ſtowed upon this, give up the point at laſt, as a ſeeond 
| La choſe impoſſhble,—< Infantes in maternis uteris exiſtentes 

(quoth St Thomas! baptĩizari poſſunt nullo motlo. 0 
Thomas ! Thomas ! 2 1 | 9 

If the reader has the curioſity to ſee che queſtion upon 
| baptiſm by injection, as preſented to the Doctors of the Sor. 
bonne, with their conſultation thereupon, it is as follows. 
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the imparience UP Rn 16401"4 that way, 
that nothing but the grofs and more carnal 
parts of a er dn down :— The 
ſubtle hints andMly.communicartions of ſcience 


fly off, like ſpirits, upwards,—the heavy mo. 


ral eſcapes downwards; and both the one and 
the other are as much loſt to the world, as if 
they were ſtill left in the bottom of the ink 
' horn. e 5 | 

J wiſh the -male-reader has ot paſs'd by 
many a one, as quaint and curious as this one, 
in which the female reader has been detected. 
1 wiſh it may have its effects and that al 
good people, both male and female, from her 
example, may be taught to think as well as 


read. 


Mzxo1ze preſente a Meſfieurs'les Docteuts 
%% ³ ĩͤ K 


N Chirvrgien. Accoucheur, repreſente a 


Mieſſieurs les Docteurs de'SoRBONNE, qu'ily a 


des cas, quoique tres rares, ou une mere & 


Acauroit accoucher, & meme ou l'enfant eſt 


tellement renferme dans le ſein de ſa mere, 


qu'il ne fait paroitre aucune partie de Aon 


corps, ce qui qeroit un cas, ſuivant les Rituels, 
de lui conterer, du moins ſous condition, le 
Sapteme. Le Chirurgien, qui conſulte, pre- 
tend, par le moyen d'une petite canulle, de 
;pouvorr baptiſer immediatement l'enfant, ſans 
Vide. Deventer. Paris. Edit, to, 17 34s 2 x 

| WO 1 1 | __ gaire 


. 
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faire aucun tort a la mere. — Il demand ft © 
ce moyen, qu i vient de propoſer, eſt per- 
mis & legitime, & s 2 den. ſervir dans 
le cas n 41 er . 


14 
if N E 2 0 * $3 Be 5 
5 L 

E Conſeil eſtime, que 1 0 e 
by ſouffte des grandes difficultes. - Les: Theolo- 
5 gins poſent dun- cote pour principe, que le 
d. bapteme, qui eſt une naiſſance ſpirituelle, ſup- 


poſe une premiere naillance; il faut etre ne 
dans le monde, pour renaitre en Jetus-Chriit, . 
comme ils. l'enſeignent. S. Thomas, 3 part. 
quæſt. 88. artic. 11. ſuit cette doctrine com- 
me une veritè conſtante; Pon ne peut, dit ce 

S. Docteur, baptiſer les enfans qui font ren 
fermes dans le ſein de leurs Meres, & S. Tho- 
mas eſt fonde ſur ce, que les enfans ne ſont 
point nes, & ne peuvent etre comptes par mi 


ItS 


a 

4 les autres hommes; d'ou il conclud, qu” Us ne 
ae peuvent etre Fobjet d'une action exterieure,, . 
eſt pour recevoir par leur miniſtere, les ſacremens 


neceflaires au ſalut: Pueri in ma. ernis uteris 
exiſtentes nondum prodierunt in lucem, ut 
eum aljis hominibus vitam ducant; unde non 
poſſunt ſubjici act ioni humane, ut per eorum 
miniſterium ſacramenta recipiant ad ae 5 
Les rituels ordonnent dans 1x pratique ce que 
les theologiens ont etabli fur les memes ma- 
tieres, & eis defendent tous d'une maniere u- 
E33 | niforme, — 
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nitorme, de baptiſer les enfans qui ſont ren. 
fermes dans le ſein de leurs meres, s'ils ne. 
font paroitre quelque parte de leurs corps 
Le concours des theologiens, & des rituels, 
qui ſont les regles des dioceſes, paroit former 
une autorite qui termine la queſtion preſente; 
cependant le conſeil de conſcience conſiderant 
&un cote, que le raifonnement des theologi- 
ens Eſt uniquement fonde ſur une raiſon de 


convenance, & que la defenſe des rituels ſup. 


poſe que l'on ne peut haptiſer immediatement 
les enfans ainſi renfermes dans le ſein de leurs 
meres, ce qui eſt contre la ſuppofition pre- 
ſente; & d'un autre cote, conſiderant que les 
memes theologiens enſeignent, que Von 75 
riſquer les ſacremens que Jeſus Chriſt a etabli 
comme des moyens faciles, mais neceſſaires 
pour ſanctifier les hommes: & d' ailleurs eſti- 
mant, que les enfans renfermes dans le ſein 
de leurs meres, pourroient etre capables de 
ſalut, parcequ'ils font capables de damna- 
tion pour ces conſiderations, & en egard 
a l'expoſe, ſuivant lequel on aſſure avoir trouve 
un moyen certain de baptiſer ces enfans aink 
renfermes, ſans faire aucum tort a la mere, 
le Conſeil eſtime que l'on pourroit fe ſervir du 
moyen propoſe, dans la confiance qu'il a, que 
Dieu n'a point laiſſe ces ſortes d'enfans ſans 
aucuns ſecours, & ſuppoſant, comme il eſt 
expoſe, que le moyen dont il s'agit eſt propre 
a leur procurer le bapteme ; cependant com- 

* me 


- 
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. teil $agiroit, en autorifant la pratique pro- 
e. poſee, de e une regle univerſellement 
s etablie, le Conſeil croit que celui qui con- 
„ ſolte doit Gaddrefler a ſon eveque, & a qui il 
er appartient de juger l'utilite & du danger du 
; moyen propoſe, & comme, ſous le bon plaiſir 
nt de Veveque, le Conſeil eſtime qu'il faudroit 
ji. W recourir u Pape, qui a le droit d'expliquer” 
le les regles de Lt & d'y deroger dans le 
b. aas, ou la loi ne ſcauroit obHhger,-quelque ſage 
nt & quelque utile que paroiffe la maniere de“ 
rs baptiſer dont il s'agit, le Conſeil ne pourroit 
e- Tapprouver ſans le concours de ces deux au- 
es WW torites. On confeite au moins a celui qui 
ut conſulte, de s'addreſſer a fon eveque, & de 
hi faire part de la preſente deciſion, atin que, 
es file prelat entre, dans les raiſons ſur leſquelles 
ti- les docteurs ſouſſignes s'appuyent, il puiſſe 
in etre autoriſe dans le cas de neceſſite, ou ill“ 
le riſqueroit trop d'attendre que la permiſſion 
a» fut demandee & accordee d' employer le moyen 
rd qu'il propoſe fi avantageux au ſalut de Fen-- 
ve fant. Au reſte, le Conſeil, en eſtimant que 
16, on pourroit s'en ſervir, croit cependant, que 
e, f les enfans dont il s'agit, venoient au mon- 
qu de, contre l'eſperance de ceux qui ſe ſeroient 
ne ſervis du meme moyen, il ſeroit neceſſaire de 
ns ks baptiſer ſous condition; & en cela le Con- 
eſt eil ſe conforme a tous les rituels, qui en au- 
re ¶ toriſant le bapteme d'un enfant qui fait paroi- 
n- re quelque partie de ſon corps, enjoignent- 
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neantmoins, & ordonnent de le baptiſer ſous 
condition, s'il vient heureuſement au monde. 


Delibere en Sorbonne, le 10 Avril 1733. 


A. LE Morne, 

L. DR Romicxy, 

DR MAsciLL v. 
Mr Triftram. Shandy's compł ments to 
Meſſrs Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De Mar. 
rilly ; hopes they all reſted well the night af. 
ter ſo tireſome a conſultation..-He begs to 
know, whether after the ceremony of marri. 


age, and before that of conſummation, the 


haptizing all the HomuncvuLi at once, flap- 
daſh, by infection, would not be a ſhorter and 
ſafer cut ſtill; on condition, as above, That 


+ the Homuncvri do well, and come ſafe in- 
to the world after this, that each and every of 
them {hall be Fan pg again {ſous condition 


* 


——— &nd provided, in the ſecond place, That 


NT -thentbing can be done, which Mr Shandy ap- 


prehends it may, par le moyen d'une petite ca. 


nulle, and ſans faire aucun tert au pere. 


—— 


CHAP. XX. 


I wonder what's all that noiſe, and run- 
ning backwards and forwards for, above 
ſtairs, quoth my father, addreſſing himſelf af- 
ter an hour and a half's filence, to my ag 

| | "oby 


E ˙ I ꝛ ̃ ˙Ü 0 U wand . ow Aud ca yrs „ 


Is 


had got on; 


— 
* 
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Df ebe, you muſt know, was fnting on the 
oppoſite fide of the fire, ſmoking his ſocial 
pipe all the time, in mute contemplation of a 
new pair of black pluſh breeches which he 
What can they be doing, 
brother 2—quoth my father ;—we can ſcarce | 
hear ourſelves talk. | | 

1 think, replied my uncle Toby, big his 
ipe from his mouth, and ſtriking the head of 
it two or three times upon the nail of his left 

thumb, as he began his ſentence,—I think, 
ſays he—But to enter rightly into my uncle 
Toby's ſentiments upon this matter, you muſt 
be made to enter firſt a little into his charae- 
ter, the outlines of which I fhall juſt give you, 
and then the dialogue between him and my | 
father will go on as well again, | 

Pray what- was that man's name. for * 
write in ſuch a hurry, I have no time to re- 
collect or lookgfor it,. ho firft made the 
obſervation, CE That there was great incon- 


fancy 1 in our air and climate ?? Whoeyzr he 


was, twas a juſt and good obſervation in him: 
But the corollary drawn from it, namely, 
That it is this which has furniſhed us with 
ſuch a variety of odd and whimficdl charac- 


ters; that was not his ;—it was found out 


by another man, at leaft a century and a half 
after him. Then again, — that this copious 
ſtore-houſe of original materials, is the true 
and natural cauſe that our Comedies are ſo 
much better than thoſe of France, or any o- 
2 1 chers 
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thers that either have, or can be wrote upon 
the Continent :—that diſcovery was not fully 
made till about the middle of King Willian'; 
reign, —when the great Dryden, in writing one 
of his long prefaces, (if I miſtake not) moſt 
fortunately hit upon it. Indeed toward the 
latter end of queen Anne, the great Addiſin 
began to patronize the notion, and more fully 
explained it to the world in one or two of his 
Spectators :—but the diſcovery was not his.— 
Then, fourthly and laſtly, that this ſtrange ir- 
regularity in our climate, producing ſo ſtrange 
an irregularity in our characters, —doth 


thereby, in ſome ſort, make us amends, by 


giving us ſomewhat to make us merry with 
when the weather will not ſaffer us to go out 
of doors,—that obſervation is my own z—and 
was ſtruck out by me this very rainy day, 
March 26, 1759, and betwixt the hours of 
nine and ten in the morning., 
Thus thus, my fellow-labourers and aſſo- 
ciates in this great harveſt of our learning, 
now ripening before our eyes; thus it is, by 
ſlow ſteps of caſual increaſe, that our know- 
ledge phyſical, metaphyſical, phyſiological, 
ſemical, nautical, mathematical, ænigma- 


tical, technical, biographical, romantical, 


chemical, and obſtetrical, with fifty other 
branches of it, (moſt of em ending as theſe 


do, in ical) have for theſe two laſt centuries 


and more, gradually been creeping upwards 
towards that 4 of their pert 


which, 


ections, from 


2 2 


| alter'd 
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| which, if we may form a conjecture from the 


advances of theſe laſt ſeven years, we cannot 
poſſibly be far off. 

When that happens, it is to be 6 ped;. it 
will put an end to all kind of wruing.what- 
ſoever ;—the want of all kind of writing will 
put an end to all kind of reading ; and 
that in time, As. war begets poverty:; poverty: 

ace, — muſt, in. courſe, put an end to all 


| kind . knowledge, and then——vwe ſhall 


have all to begin over again,; or, in other: 


words, be exactly where we ſtarted... 


Happy! thrice happy times I only: 
wiſh that the æra of my. begetting, as well as- 
the mode and manner of it, had been a little; 
-or that it could have been put off, 
with any convenience to my father or mother, 15 


| for ſome twenty or five-and- twenty years 


longer, when a man 1m: the. literary world. 


might have ſtood ſome chance —— 


But. forget my uncle Toby, whom all his 
while we have left knocking the aſhes out of. 


| his tobacco-pipe.. 


His humour was of that bewirtet ſpecies. 
which does honour to our atmoſphere ; and I 


| ſhould have made no ſcruple of ranking him 
| amongſt one of the. firſt-rate productions of it, 


had not there appeared too many ſtrong lines: 
in it. of a family- likeneſs, which ſhewed that 


| he derived the ſingularity of his temper more 


from blood, than either wind or water, or any 


| modifications, r combinations of. them hat- f 
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ever: And I have, therefore, oft-times won. 


dered, that my father, though I believe he 


| had- his reaſons for it, upon his obſervin 


ſome tokens of eccentricity, in my courſe, 
when I was a boy, - ſhould never once enden. 
vour to account for them in this way; for all 
the SAN DT FAMILY were of an original cha. 
rater throughout: I mean the males, — the 
females had no character at all, —except, in. 


deed, my great aunt Dix Au, who, about ſixt 


years ago, was married and got with child 
by the coachman, for which my father, ac- 


cording to his hypotheſis of chriſtian names, 


would often ſay, She might thank her god- 
fathers and godmothers. 
It will ſeem very ſtrange, 


and I would 


as ſoon think of dropping a riddle in the rea- 


der's way, which it is not my intereſt to do, 
as fet him upon gueſſing how it could come 
to pals, that an event of this kind, fo many 
years after it had happened, ſhould be reſer- 


ved for the interruption of the peace and u- 
nity, which otherwiſe ſo cordially ſubſiſted, 
between my father and my uncle Toby. One 


would have thought that the whole force of 
the misfortune ſhould have ſpent and waſted 
itſelf in the family at firſt,——as is generally 


the caſe.— But nothing ever wrought with 


our family after the ordinary way. Poffibly 
at the very time this happened, it might have 
ſomething elſe to afflidt it; and as afffictions 
are fent down for our good, and that as my 

ha 
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had never done the 'SHanDY FAMILY any 
good at all, it might ly waiting till apt times 
and circumſtances ſhould give it an opportu- 
nity to diſcharge its office. Obſerve, I de- 
termine nothing upon this. My way is ever 
to point out to the curious, different tracts of 
inveſtigation, to come at the firſt ſprings of 
the events I tell; — not with a pedantic 7. 
cue, — or in the deciſive manner of Tacitus, 
who cutwits himſelf and his reader; — but 
with the officious humility of a heart devoted 
to the aſſiſtance merely of the inquiſitive 
to them I write. — and by them I ſhall be 
read, — if any ſuch reading as this could be 
ſuppoſed to hold out ſo long, - to the very end 
of the world. eee 
Why this cauſe of ſorrow, therefore, was 
thus reſerved for my father and uncle, is un- 
determined by me. But how and in what di- 
rection it exerted itſelf fo as to become the 
eauſe of diffatisfaftion between them, after it 
began to operate, is what I am able to explain 
with great exactneſs, and is as follows: 
My uncle Topy SHA NDVY, Madam, was a 
gentleman, who, with the virtues which uſu- 
ally conſtitute the character of a man of ho- 
nour and rectitude, — poſſeſſed one in a very 
eminent degree, which is ſeldom or never put 
into the catalogue; and that was, a moſt ex- 
treme and unparallel'd modeſty of nature ;— 
though I correct the word nature, for this rea- 
ſon, that I may not prejudge a point which 
muſt 


116 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 
muſt ſhortly come to a hearing, and that is, 
Whether this modeſty of his was natural or 
acquired. Which ever way my uncle Toby 
came by it, *twas-nevertheleſs modeſty in the 
band ſenſe of it; and that is, Madam, not in 


regard to words, for he was ſo unhappy as to 
but to 


have very little choice in them, 
things; — and this kind of modeſty fo pol. 
ſeſſed him, and it aroſe to ſuch a height ; in 
him, as almoſt to equal, if ſuch a thing could 
be, even the modeſty of a woman; — that 
female nicety, Madam, and inward cleanli. 
neſs of mind and fancy in your ſex, which 
makes you ſo much the awe of ours. 


You will imagine, Madam, that my uncle 


2 had contracted all this from this very 


urce ; that he had ſpent a great part of his 
time in converſe with your ſex; and that 


from a thorough knowledge of, you, and the 
force of imitation which ſuch fair examples 


render irreſiſtible, he had acquired. . ami · 


able turn of mind. 


I with I could ſay 6 ani it; was with 
his ſiſter-in-law, my father's wife and my mo- 


ther my uncle Toby ſcarce exchanged. three 


words with the ſex in as many years; — no, 
he got it, Madam, by a blow. —A blow !— 
Ves, Madam, it was owing to a blow from a 
ſtone, broke off by a ball from the parapet of. 


a horn work at the ſiege of Namur, which 


ſtruck full upon my uncle Toby's groin. 


Touch. way could that affect it? The . 1 
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of that, Madam, is long and intereſting ;-— 
but it would be running my hiſtory all upon 
heaps to give it you here.—”Tis for an epiſode 
hereafter ; and every circumſtance relating to 
it, in its proper place, ſhall be faithfully laid 


before you: — Till then, it is not in my 
power to give farther light into this matter, 
or ſay more than what I have ſaid already,— 
That my uncle Toby was a gentleman of un- 
parallel'd modeſty, which, happening to be 
ſomewhat ſubtilized and rarified by the con- 
ſtant heat of a little family pride,—they both 
ſo wronght together within him, that he could 
never bear to hear the affair of my aunt Di- 
Nan touched upon, but with the greateſt e- 
motion. The leaft hint of it was enough to 
make the blood fly into his face; but when 
my father enlarged upon the ſtory in mixed 
companies, which the illuſtration of his by- © 


| pothefis frequently obliged him to do,—the 


unfortunate blight of one of the faireſt 
branches of the family, would ſet my uncle 
Toby's honour and modeſty o'bleeding ; and. 
he would often take my father aſide, in the 
greateſt concern imaginable, to expoſtulate 
and tell him, he would give him any thing in 
the world, only to let the ſtory reſt. 8 

My father, I believe, had the trueſt love 
and tenderneſs for my uffcle Tiby that ever 


one brother bore towards another, and would 


have done any thing in nature, which one, 
brother in reaſon could have deſired of ano- 
RB ther, 


rtiz THE LIFE AND OPINIONS | 

ther, to have made my uncle Toby's hear 
eaſy in this, or any other point. But this lay 
out of his power. 5 | 
Ay father, as I told you, was a phi. 
lofopher in grain, —ſpeculative, —ſyſtems, 
tical;—and my aunt Dinab's affair was a mat. 
ter of as much conſequence to him, as the 
retrogradation of the planets to Copernicus :— 
The backſlidings of Venus in her orbit forti. 


Aua che Coperncan'{yltem, called. ſo after bi 


name; and the backflidings of my aunt Dinah 
in her orbit did the ſame ſervice in eſtabliſh. 


ing my father's ſyſtem, which, I truſt, will 
for ever hereafter be calleq the Shandean Sy. 


em, after his. 425 - 

In any other family diſhonour, my father, 
believe, had as nice a ſenſe of ſhame as any 
man whatever ;—and neither he, nor, I dare 
fay, Copernicus, would have divulged the affair 


in either caſe, or have taken the leaſt notice 


of it to the world, but for the obligations 
they owed, as they thought, to truth. Ani. 
cus Plato, my father would fay, conſtruing the 
words to my uncle Toby, as he went along, 
Amicus Plato; that is, Dinan was my aunt; 
— ſed magis amica veritas but TRUTEH is my 
filter. | J SES. 

This contrariety of humours betwixt my 
father and my uncle, was the ſource of many 
a fraternal ſquabble. The one could not bear 
40 hear the tale of family-diſgrace 9 


| one leg.— 
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and ER other would ſcarce ever let a day 
s to an end without ſome hint at it. 

For God's ſake, my uncle Toby would cry, 


Land for my ſake, and for all our ſakes, my 


dear brother Shandy,——do let this ſtory of 
our aunt's and her 7 ſleep in peace ;: how 


can you, how can you have fo little feeling 
and compaſſion for the character of our fami- 


hat is the character of a family to an 
yporielis? my father would reply. Nay, if 
jou come to that, what is the life of a family? 


— — The life of a family y uncle Toby. 


would fay, throwing himſelt back in his arm» 


chair, and lifting up his hands, his eyes, and- 
—Yes, the life, my father would: 


ſay, maintaining his point. How many thou- 
ſands of em are there every year that come 


| caſt away, (in all civilized countries at leaſt) 
—and conſidered as nothing but common air, 
in compariſon of an hypotheſis? In my plain 


ſenſe of things, my uncle Toby would an{wer, 


—every fach inſtance is dowanght: NVIURD#R, 
let who will commit it. There lies your mi- 


| ſtake, my father would reply; for, in Foro 


dcientiæ there is no {..ch thing as Mob, 
tis only DEATRH. brother. 


My uncle Toby would never offer to .anſenr 


this by any other kind of argument, than that 
of whiſtling half a dozen bars of Lilleballere. 


— You wud know it was the uſual channel 


through which his paſſions got vent, when any 
thing ſhocked or ſurpriſed him: but eſpe · 
cially 
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ablurd, was offered. | Y 2 
As not one of our logical writers, nor any of 


the conumentators-upon them, that F remem. 
ber, have thought proper totgive a name tg. 
this particular ſpecies of argument, —— l here 
take the liberty to do- it myſelf, for two rea. 
ſons: Firſt, That, in order to prevent all con- 
fuſion ins diſputes, it may ſtand as much di. 
ftinguiſhed for ever, from every other ſpecics: 


of argument—asgthe Argumentum ad Verecun. 


diam, ex Abflirdo, ex Foriiori, or apy. other 
argument whatſoever :—And, ſecondly, That 
it may be ſaid by my children's children, 
when my head is laid to -reſt, ——that- their 
learn'd grandfather's head had been buſied 
to as much purpole, once, as other people's; 
That he had-invented a name,—and gene. 
rouſly thrown it into the TRBAsURX of the 
Ars Logica, for one of the moſt unanſwerable 
arguments in the whole ſcience; And, it the 
end of diſputation is more to filence than con- 
vince:—they may add, if they pleaſe, to one 


— - 4 1 


of the beſt arguments too. 5 

J do therefore, by theſe preſents, ſtriftly 
erder and command, That it be known and 
diſtinguiſhed by the name and title of the Ar- 

gumentum Fiſtulatorium, and no other ;—and 
that it rank hereafter with the- Argumentum 
Baculinum and the Argumentum ad Ctumenam, 
and for ever hereafter be treated of in the 
ame chapter. e 


* 
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As for the Argumentum Tripodium, which is 
never uſed but by the woman againſt the man; 


and the Argumentum ad Rem, which, con- 


trarywiſe, is made uſe of by the man only a- 
gainſt the woman; — As theſe two are enough 
and, more- 
over, as the one is the beſt anſwer to the o- 


ther, let them likewiſe be kept apart, and be 
treated of in a place by themſelves. yy 


CHAP. XXII. 


| HE learned Biſhop Hell, I mean the fa- | 
mous Dr Fo/eph Hall, who was Biſhop of 


| Exeter in King James the Firſt's reign, tells 


us in one of his Decads, at the end of his Pi- 
vine Art of Meditation, imprinted at London, 
in the year 1610, by John Beal, dwelling in 


Alderſgate: ſtreet, That it is an abominable 


thing for a man to commend himſelf ;?—and 
I really think it is ſo. . 


And yet, on the other hand, when a thing 


is executed in a maſterly kind of a faſhion, 
which thing is not likely to be found out; 


| — think it is full as abominable, that a man 


ſhould loſe the honour of it, and go out of 


| the world with the conceit of it rotting in his 


bead: - 7 1 8 
This is preciſely my ſituation. 1 
For in this long digreſſion which I was acci- 
dentally led into, as in all my digreſſions (one 
only excepted) there is a maſter- ſtroke of di- 
| greſſive 


re rr ago ——— — — — — ——— . — 


Vis 1 excellence ſeldom looked for, or ex. 


obſerve, —and that I fly off, from what 1 am 
6 about, as far 3 and as often too, as any wri. 


touch'd on, as we went along; fo that you 
are much beiter acquainted with my uncle Wy 


' 
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greſlive kill, che merit of which. has all aloay, I f 
1 fear, been overlooked. by my reader, —ndt 

for want of penetration in him, — but becauſe 
pected indeed in a:digreſſion and it ĩs this: 
That though my digrefſions are all fair, as yon 


ter in Great Britain; yet J conſtantly: take 


care to order affairs ſo, that my main buline(, A, 
does not ſtand. ſtill in my abſence... S I 
I was juſt going; for example, to have given 0 
you the great outlines of my uncle FToby's moſt ” 
whimſical character; when my aunt Dinab and in 
the coachman came acroſs us, and led us a (MW... 
vagary ſome millions of miles into the very A 
Heart of the planetary ſyſtem.: Notwithitand- 20 
ing all this, you perceive that the drawing of 
my uncle Toby character went en gently all Har 
the time ;—not the great contours of it, that or 
vas impoſſible, —but ſome familiar ſtrokes and. BY ot 
faint deſignations of it, were here and there s 


Toby now than you was before. * 
By this contrivance the machinery of my 

work is of a ſpecies by itſelf; two contrary. 

motions are introduced into it, and reconciled, Wh, 


_ which were thought to be at variaace with He 
each other. In a word, my work is digreſſive, W: 


and it is progreſſive too, — and at the ſame Wi 
A e a . 
This, 
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| This, Sir, is a very different ſtory from that 
S WW f the earth's moving round her axis, in her 
ot WF Aiurnal rotation, with her progreſs in her ellip- 
fe tic orbit which brings about the year, and 
*. conſtitutes that variety and viciſſitude of ſea- 
bons we enjoy ;—though I own it ſuggeſted 
ou if the thought,—as 1 believe the greateſt of our 
WF boaſted improvements and difcoveries have 


come from ſuch trifling hints. | 
ke Digreſſions, inconteſtably, are the ſunſhine; 
ls WW — thep are the life, the loul, of reading 
Take them out of this book, for inſtance,— 
en pod might as well take the book along with 
oft them one cold eternal winter would reign 
nd in every page of it: Reſtore them to the wri- 
2er; -he ſteps forth like a bridegroom, —bids 
'Y WH All-hail ; brings in variety, and forbids the 
d- appetite to fail. „ 
4 All the dexterity is in the good cookery 


and management of them, ſo as to be not 
only for the advantage of the reader, but alſs 
of the author, whoſe diſtreſs, in this matter, 


"cs truly pitiable: For, if he begins a digreſ- 
oon; — from that moment, I obſerve, his whole 
cle ; work ſtands ſtock-ſtill; — and if he goes On 
with his-main work, — then there is an end of 
ny bis digreſſion. AN Wt, by. 
ry his is vile work.For which reafon, 
d, from the beginning of this, you ſee, I have 
it coaſtructed the main work and the adventi- 
8 tous parts of it with ſuch interſections, and 


have ſo complicated and involved the di greſ- 
Ae | live 


» #4 
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five and progreſſive movements, one wheg 
within another, that the whole machine, in 
general, has been kept a-going and, what's 
more, it ſhall be kept a. going theſe forty 
years, it it pleaſes the Fountain of Health to 
bleſs me ſo long with life and good ſpirits, 


CHAP. XXIII. 


HAVE a ſtrong propenſity in me to begin 


1 this chapter very nonſenſically, and I will 
not baulk my fancy.—Accordingly ] ſet of 
thus: , | 
If the fixture of Momws's glaſs in the hu. 
man breaſt, according to the propoſed emen- 
dation of that arch-critic,, had taken place, 
—firſt, This fooliſh conſequence would cer- 
tainly have followed, That the very viſeſt, 
and very graveſt of us all, in one coin or 0- 
ther, muſt have paid window- money every 
—A ,, + 
And, ſecondly, That had the ſaid glaſs been 
there ſet up, nothing more would have been 
wanting, in order to have taken a man's cha- 
racter, but to have taken a chair and gone 
ſoftly, as you would to a dioptrical bee-hive, 
and look'd in, view'd the ſoul ſtark naked; 
—obſerved all her motions, —her machina- 
tions; traced all her maggots from their firſt 
engendering to their crawling forth; watch- 


ed her looſe in her friſks, her gambols, her ca- 


pricious; and after ſome notice of her more 
12 ſfolema 
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« MW olemn deportment, conſequent upon ſuch. 
in friſks, Ce. then taken your pen and ink and 
sei down nothing but what you had ſeen, and 
ty could have iworn to: But thrs is an advan- 
to tage not to be ha by the biographer in this 

planet in the planet Mercury (belike) it 

may be ſo, if not better ſtiil for bim; — for 


the bodies of the inhabitants, (as the efficient 


the final cauſe;) ſo that betwixt them both, 
all the tenements of their ſouls, from top te. 
bottom, may be nothing elſe, for aught the 
ſoundeſt philoſophy can ſhew to the contrary, 
but one fine tranſparent body of clear glaſs 
(bating the umbilical knot) — ſo that, till the 


Qs» 
ery WI inbabitants grow old and tolerably wrinkled, 
whereby the rays of light, in paſſing through 
en them, become ſo monſtrouſly refratted,—or 
een retuin reflected from their ſurfaces in ſuch 
ha- vanſverſe lines to the eye, that a man cannot 
one be ſeen through ;—his ſoub might as well, un- 
ve, eſs for mere ceremony, or the trifling advan- 
-d; age which the umbilical point gave her,. 
na- might upon all other accounts, I ſay, as well 
ir play the fool out o' doors as in her own houſe... 
ch- But this, as I ſaid above, is not the caſe of 
ca- che inhabitants of his earth,. our minds 


* i . | up 


mere the intenſe heart-of the country, which is 
proved by computators, from its vicinity to the 
ein lun, to be more than equal to that If red-hot 
5 . . : | 8 88875 "gi 
111 iron, —muſt, 1.think,. long ago have vitrified 


cauſe) to ſuit them for the climate (which is 


cine not through the body, but are wrapt. 


1 
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up here in a dark covering of uncryſtallized 
fleſh and blood; fo that, if we would come 
to the ſpecific characters ef them, we mul 
go ſome other way to work. 

Many, in good truth, are the ways, which 


human wit has been ſorted ro take, to do this 


thing with exactneſs. 

Some, for inſtance, draw all their character; 
with wind- inſtruments. Virgil takes notice cf 
that way in the affair of Dido and Aneai; 
— but it is as fallacious as the breath of (ame; 
—and, moreover, beſpeaks a narrow genius, 
1 am not ignorant that the Valiant pretend to 
a mathematical exact neſs in their defignations 
of one particular ſort of character among 
them, from the forte or piano of a certain 
wind- inſtrument they uſe, —which they ſay is 
infallible. I dare not mention the name df 


the inſtrument in this place ;—'tis ſufficient 


we have it amongſt us, —but never think of 
making a drawing by it this is ænigmati. 
cal, and intended to be fo, at leaſt ad Popt- 


lum And therefore, 1 beg, Madam, when 


you come here, that you read on as fail a 


you can, and never ſtop t to make any inquig 


about it. 


There are n again, who will draw a 


man's character from no other helps in the 
world, but merely from his evacuations ;—but 


| this often gives a very incorrect outline, — 


unleſs, indeed, you take a ſketch of his reple- 
tions too; and, by Correcting one drawing 


— 5 from 
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d from the other, pan one good figure „ 
ne out of them both. : 
ul 1 ſhould have no objection to this method, f 
IM but that I think it mult ſmell too flrong of the 
ch lamp.—and be render'd ſtill more operoſe, by 
ls Wi forcing you to have an eye to the reſt of his 
We Nor Naturals. Why the moſt natural actions 
of a man's life ſhould be called his Non. na- 
turals,—is another queſtion. > 
There are others, fourthly, who Kh e- 


ne; very one of theſe expedients i—not from any 
us. fertility of their own, but from the various 
| to ways of doing it, which they have borrowed . 
ons kom che honourable devices which the Pen- 
on; iff tagraphic Brethren * of the bruſh have ſhewh 


in taking copies.— Theſe, you muſt kao, 


rere your great hiſtorians. 

e of One of thele you will ſee drawing a full. 

zent length character ayain/t the light; —that' $ ill. 
K of beral,=diſhoneſt Bang: hard upon the cha- 

ati- WY acer of the man who ſits. | 
10 Others, to mend the matter, will Make a 

hen 


drawing of you in the Camera ;—that is moſt 

unfa'r of all, —becauſe, there, you are ſure to 
be repreſented in ſome of your malt ridiculous 

attitudes. 

To avoid all and every one of theſe errors 
in giving you my uncle Tohz' character, 1am 
determined to draw it by no mechanical help 
whatever; — nor ſhal{ my pencil be guided 
„„ Pentagraph, an inſtrument to copy Prints and Pictures 
Ling mechanically, and m any Proportion Kt 555 
from Vor. 1. EL | F | | | g by 
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by any one wind- inſtrument which ever was 
blown upon, either on this or on the other (ide 40 
of the Alps —nor will I conſider either hi; M 
repletions or his diſcharges,—or touch upon 
his. Non- naturals; but, in a word, I will 7. 
draw my uncle Toby's character from his Hoz. MW 1 
BY-Horst. _ TT i 


FF 1 was not [morally ſure that the reader WM the 
wuſt be out of all patience for my uncle Mer 
Toby's character, I would here previouſly N bh 
have convinced him that there is no inſtrument Mind 
ſo fit to draw ſuch a thing with, as that which Wir: 


I have pitch'd upon. xd 2-7 
A man and his Hozsy-Horsx,. though T MWcie 
-Xannot fay that they act and re- act exactly af. Wot 
ter the ſame manner in which the ſoul and He 
body do upon each other: Yet doubtleſs there Nuſe 
is a communication between them of ſome Weil 
kind; and my opinion rather is, that there ¶ uo 
| is ſomething in it more of the manner of elec- N 
UW + trified bodies, —and that, by means of the 7 
heated parts of the rider, which come imme- Ir 
diately into contact with the back of the Nb 
Hozzy-Horse,—by long journies and much ſo: 
[ || friction, it ſo happens, that the body of the Mer 
| rider is at length fill'd as full of Hosgy-Hoz- MI | 
j SICAL matter as it can. hold ;—fo that if you i 
are able to give but a clear deſcription of the cle 
El - | Nt QAure 


{ 


uf 
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nature of the one, you may form a prety ex- 

de d notion of the genius and character of the 

ais aher „ . 

on Now the HozBy-HorsE which my uncle 
ill y always rode upon, was in my opinion an 
„ Hoppy-HorsE well worth giving a deſcription 

of, if it was only upon the ſcore of his great 
fngularity for you might have travelled 
from York to Dover, - from Dover to Penzance 

in Cornwall, and from Penzance to York back 
again, and not have ſeen ſuch another upon 
the road; or if you had ſeen ſuch a one, what- 


cle Never baſte you had been in, you muſt infalli- - 
ſly MW bly have ſtopped to have taken a view of him. 
ent Indeed, the gait and figure of him was ſo 
ich ſtrange, and fo utterly unlike was he, from his 


bead to his tail, to any one of the whole ſpe- 
cies, that it was now and then made a matter 
of diſpute, —wheth.,r he was really a Hozry-- 
HoksE or no: But as the Philoſopher would 


ere Nuſe no other argument to the Sceptic, who 

me N diſputed with him againſt the reality of mo- ; 
ere tion, ſave that of riſing up upon his legs, and N 
lec- {Wvalking acroſs the room ; ſo would my uncle 

tbe Thy ute no other argument to prove his Ho- 

me- {Wi r-Horst was a Hopay-Horst indeed, but 

the by getting upon his back and riding him a- 1 
uch bout; —leaving the world, after that, to de- 1 
the termine the point as they thought fit. = 
ox - WW in good truth, my uncle Toby mounted him -M 
you ih fo much pleaſure, and he carried my un- Fe 
the cle Toby ſo well, — that he troubled his head . 

ture Rd ES e ye 
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very little with what the world either ſaid o. 
thought about it. . 


rE wound in my uncle Fb groin, 


of it to his bed, and all of it to his room; 


its fize, — (though it was pretty large) which 


great happineſs. 


It is now high time, however, that I gin 
you a deſcription of him; But to go on te. 
_ gularly, Lonly beg you will give me leave tg 

acquaint you firſt, how my uncle {coy came 


y him. 


CHAP. xxv. 


I which he received at the ſiege of Namur, 
rendering him unfit for the ſervice, it was 
thought ex pedient he ſhould return to Eng: 
and, in order, if poſſible, to be ſet to rights. 

Hle was four years totally confined, - pan 


and in the courſe of his cure, which was al 4 
that time in hand, ſuffered unſpeakable miſe. * 


Ties, —OWINg to a ſucceſſion of exfolations 
from the os pubis, and the outward cdge of rac 
tnat pa't of the:coxend/x called the os illiun, py 
— both which bones were diſmally cruſhed, a 
much by the 1rregularity of the ſtone, which 
J told you was broke off the parapet,—as by 


inclined the ſurgeon all along to think, that 
the great injury which it had done my uncle 
Toby's groin, was more owing to the gravity 
of the ſtone itſelt, than to the projectile force 
cf it, which be would often tellchim was4 


* 
\ 
1 0 
% 


OF TRISTRAM SHANDY: —=—wng” 
My father at that time was juſt beginning. 
buſineſs in London, and had taken a houſe;— | 
and as the trueſt friendſhip and cordiality ſub- 
ſſted berween the two brothers, —and that my: 
father thought my uncle Toby could no where 
he ſo well nurſed and taken care of as in his 
own houſe, —he aſſign'd him the very beſt a- 
partment in it. And what was a much more 
fincere mark of- his affection ſtill, he would 
never ſuffer a friend or an acquaintance to 
ſtep nto the houſe on any occaſion, but he . 
would take him by the hand, and lead him up 
ſtairs to ſee his brother Toby, and char an hour 
by bis bed-fide. 9 3 
The hiſtory of a ſoldier's wound beguiles 
the pain of it;: —my uncle's viſitors at leaſt 
thonght ſo, and in their daily calls upon him, 
from the courteſy ariſing out of that belief, 
they would frequently turn the diſcourſe to 
that lubject, - and from that ſubje& the diſ- 
* would generally roll. on to the ſiege it- 
elf. 1 1 

Theſe converſations were infinitely kind; 
and my uncle Toby received great relief from 
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by them, and would have received much more, 
ich bat that they brought him into ſome unfore- 
chat een perplexities, which, for three months to- 
Incle ether, retarded his cure greatly; and if he 


not hit upon -an expedient to extricate 

imſelf out of them, I verily believe they ' 

yould have laid him in his grave. 

What theſe perplexities of my uncle Toby 
5 v3 RE... 


avity 
force 
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My 
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were,—'tis impoſſible for you to gueſs; 
you could, -I ſhould bluſh; not as a relation, 
not as a man,—nor even as a woman, hy 
I ſhould bluſh as an author; inaſmuch as! 
ſet no ſmall ſtore by myſelf upon this ver 
account, that my reader has never yet been 
able to gueſs at any thing. And in this, Sir, 
I am of ſo nice and ſingular a humour, that 


' if I thought you was able to form the leaf 
judgment or probable conjecture to yourſelf 


of what was to come in the next page, 


1 would tear it out of my book. 
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TRISTRAM-SHANDY, Gent, 
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2 


CH AP. I. 


HAVE begun a new book, on purpoſe 
that I might have room enough to explain 
the nature of the perplexities in Which 
my uncle Toby was involved, from the many 
diſcourſes and interrogations about the ſiege 
of Namur, where he received his wound. 

I muſt remind the reader, in cafe he has 
read the hiſtory of King William's wars, but 
if he has not, I then inform him, that one of 
the moſt memorable attacks in that ſiege, was 


that which was made by the Engliſb and Dutch 


upon the point of the advanced counterſcarp, 
between the gate of 8, Nicolas, which inclo: 
fed the great ſluice or water- ſtop, where the 
| Enghſh were terribly expoſed to the ſhot of 
the counter-guard and demi-baſtion of Sx 
Roch: The iſſue of which hot diſpute, in three 
| 4 1 Words, 


2 2 — 
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ideas of the di 
tween: the ſcarp and counterſcarp;—the glacis 
and covered-way,—the half-moon and ravelin,. 


natory moods, twas a difficult thing, do what 
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words, was this: That the Dutch lodged 
themſelves upon the counter- guard, and that 
the Engliſb made themſelves maſters of the 
eovered-way before: St Nicolas's gate, notwith. 
ſtanding the gallantry of the e officers, 
gms, Bn themſelves upon the glacis ſword 
in hand. | _ | 
As this was the principal attack of which 
my uncle Toby was an eye-witneſs at Namur, — 
the army of the beſiegers being cut off, by the 
confluence of the Maes and Sambre, from ſee. 
ing much of each other's operations, — my 
uncle Toby was generally more eloquent and 
particular in his account of it; and the many 
rplexities he was in, arofe out of the. almoſt: 
inſurmountable difficulties he found in telling 
his ſtory intelligibly, and giving, ſuch clear 
1 and diſtinctions be- 


4 


—as to make his company. fully comprehend 


Where and what he was about. 


Writers themſelves are too apt to confound 


| theſe tems; ſo that you wilF the leſs wonder, 


Hs, in his endeavours to explain them, and in 
oppoſition to many miſconceptions, that my 


uncle Toby did oft- times puzzle his viſitors, 


and ſometimes himſelf too. 
To ſpeak the truth, unleſs the company my 

father led up ſtairs were tolerably clear-head- 

ed, or my uncle Toby was in one of his expla- 


he 


— . 
> — 2». P * 
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ane; to keep the diſcourſe free from ob- 
curit 
; Woes rendered: the account of this affair the 
| more. intricate to my uncle Toby, was this 
that in the attack of the counterfcarp, befs e 
| the gate of &t Nicolas, extending itſelf from 
the bank of the Maes, , quite up to the Wy 
water. top. tlie ground was cut and croſs cut 
with ſuch a multitude of dykes, drains, rivu- 
lets, and ſluices, on all fides,—and he would 
get ſo ſadly bewildered, and fer falt amongſt 
them, that frequently he could neither get 
backwards or forwards to ſave his life; and 
vas oft: times obliged to give up the attack 

pon that very account only. 

Theſe perplexing rebuffs gave my dds 
2 Shandy more perturbations than you 
would imagine: and as my father's kindneſs”, 
to him was continually dragging up freihy: 
friends and 'freth . enquirers, —he had but a 
very uneaſy; taſk of it. 

No doubt my uncle Toby had great com- 
mand of himſelf, —and - could guard opear- 
ances, I believe, as well as moſt men; yet anyx 
one may imagine, that when he could not re- 
treat out of the ravelin without getting into - 
the half. moon, or get out of the covered. way 
without falling down the counterſcarp, nor” 
croſs the dyke without danger of ſlipping into 
| the ditch, but that he mult have fretted and 
fumed inwardly He did ſo and the little 
and hourly vexations, which may ſeem trifling 

65 and. 
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and of no account to the man who has ng 
read Hippocrates, yet, whoever has read Hy. 
2 or Dr James Mackenzie, and has con. 
ſiglered well the effects which the paſſions and 
affections of the mind have upon the digeſtion 
—(Why not of a wound as well as of a din. 
ner ?)——may eaſily conceive what ſharp pz, 
roxyſms and exacerbations of his wound my 
uncle Toby muſt have undergone upon that 
{core only. 5 „ 
My uncle Toby could not philoſophize WM 7 
upon it; twas enough he felt it was ſo;—and Ml - 
having ſuſtained the pain and ſorrows of ü t: 
for three months together, he was reſolved Ml b 
ſome way or other to extricate himſelf. f 
Hle was one morning lying upon his hack in t 
his bed, the anguiſh and nature of the wound l 
upon his groin ſuffering him to ly in no other I f 
poſition, when a thought came into his head, v 
that if he could purchaſe ſuch a thing, and a 
have it paſted down upon a board, as a large t 
map of the fortification of the town and cita- 
del of Namur, with its environs, it might be | 
2 means of giving him eaſe. I take notice 
of his deſire to have the environs along vi! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
( 


the town and citadel, for this reaſon,——be- 
cauſe my uncle-Toby's wound was got in one 

of the traverſes, about thirty toiſes from the 
returning angle of the trench, oppoſite to the 
falient angle of the demi-baſtion of St Roch; 
„ ſo that he was pretty confident he could 
Flick a pin upon the identical ſpot of yroun 
ha, | | wnert 
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where he was ſtanding on when the ſtone 


truck him. ; 'Y : 

All this ſucceeded to his wiſhes, and not 
only freed him from a world of ſad explana- 
| tions, but, in the end, it proved the happy 
means, as you will read, of procuring my uncle 


Toby his HoBBY-HonsE. | 
T. is nothing ſo feoliſh, when you 


tainment of this kind, as to order things ſo 
badly, as to let your critics and gentry of re- 
fined taſte run it down: Nor is there any 
thing ſo likely to make them do it, as that of 


leaving them out of the party, or, what is 


full as offenſive, of beſtowing your attention 


upon the reſt of your gueſts in fo particular 


a way, as if there was no ſuch thing as a cri- 
tic (by occupation) at table. | 


guard againſt both; for, in the firſt 
place; I have left half a dozen places purpoſe- 


y open for them ;—and in the next place, I 
pay them all court.—Gentlemen, I kiſs your 
hands,—l proteſt no company could give me 


half the pleaſure, —by my ſoul I am glad to 


ſee you I beg only you will make no ſtran- 


gers of yourſelves, but fit down without any 


1 faid I had left fix places, and 1 was upon 
the point of carrying my complaiſance fo far, 


ceremony, and fall on heartily. 


are at the expence of making an enter- 


. F Es: 


pProperly, and contraſt it properly too, —elſe 
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as to have left a feventh open for them. 
and in this very ſpot I ftand on; but being 
told by a Critie, (tho not by occupation, — 
but by nature) that I had acquitted myſelf 
well enough, I{hall fill it up directly, hoping, 
in the mean time, that I ſhall be able to make 
a great deal of more room next year. 
Ho, in the name of wonder! could 
your uncle Toby; who; it ſeems, was a military 
man; and whom you have repreſented: as no; 
fool, - be at the ſame time lch a confuſed; 
pudding- headed, muddle-headed fellow as— 
86, Sir Critic, I: could have replied, but 1. 1 
ſeorn it. Tis language unurbane, and only: K. 
befitting the man who cannot give clear and D 
ſatisfactory accounts of x things, or dive deep 8 
enough into the firſt cauſes of human igno-- Mt * 
rance and confuſion. It is moreover the feply: Wl * 
valiant=and therefore Lreject it: for tho' it Ml 
might have ſuited" my uncle Toby character 
zs a ſoldier excellently well, and had he not 
accuſtomed himſelf, in ſuch attacks, to whiſtle: 
the Liliabultero, as he wanted no courage, tis 
the very anſwer he would have given; yet it; 
would by no means have done for me. You: 
ſee as plain as can be, that I write as a man of 
erudition that even my ſimiles, my allu-; 
ſions, my illuſtrations, my metaphors, are e- 
rudite,—and that I muſt ſuſtain my character 


what would become of me? Why, Sir, I 
n auc 
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ſhould. be undone ;—at this very moment that 
tam going here to fill: up one place againſt a 


eritic,— I ſhould have made an opening a 2 


couple. 1 
een 1 anſwer thine: F N 
Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you Have: 

ever read, did you ever read ſuch a book as 

Locke s Eflay upon the Human Underſtand. 

ing Don't anſwer me raſhly——becauſe. 

many, I know, quote the book, who have not 
read it. and many have read. it who under 
ſtand it not: —If either of. theſe is your caſe, 
as l write to inſtruct, L will tell you in three. 
words what the book is.—It is a hiſtory.—A 
kiſtory !' of who ?- what? where? when? 
Don't hurry: yourſelf ——lt is a hiſtory-book, . 


Sir, (which may poſſibly recommend it to the 


world) of- what: paſſes in a man's own mind; 
and # you will ſay. ſo much of the book, and 


no more, believe me you will cut no e | 
| ible figure. in a metaphyſic circle. | 


But this by the way. | 
Now if. you will venture to · ge along with 
me, and look down into the bottom of this 


matter, it will be found that the cauſe of ob- 


ſcurity and confuſion, in the and of a . 
is threefold. 0 
Dull organs, dear Sir, f in the firſt W * 
Secondly, flight and tranſient impreſſions made 
by the objects, when the faid organs are uot 


| dull, And thirdly, a memory like unto a 


ſieve, not able to retain what x has received. 
all 
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Call down Dolty your chambermaid, and! 
will give you my cap and bell along with it, 
if I make not this matter fo plain that DI 
herſelf ſhould underſtand it as well as Mal. 


branch. — When Dolly has indited her epiſle I 
to Robin, and has thruſt her arm into the bot. i 
tom of her pocket hanging by her right ſide; ms 
take that opportunity to recollect that the, oy 
organs and faculties of perception can, by no- Fa 
thing in this world, be ſo aptly typified and Ly 
explained as by that one thing which Dolly: WM... 
hand is in ſearch of. Your organs are not 10 


ſo dull that I ſhould inform you— tis an inch, 5 
Sir, of red ſeal wax. 8 af 
When this is melted and dropped upon the 


letter, if Dall, fumbles too long for her thim- + 
ble, till the wax is over hardened, it will not thi; 


receive the mark of her thimble from the u- Hof 
ſual impulſe which was wont to imprint it. 
Very well. It D-lly's wax, for want of bet- 
ter, is bees-wax, or of a temper too ſoft. E NW. 
tho' it may receive,—it. will not hold the im- 


| #014 
- preſſion, how hard ſoever Hol thruſts againſt ka 
it; and laſt of all, ſuppoſing the wax good, bo! 
and eke the thimble, but applied thereto in ab. 
careleſs baſte, as her Miitrefs, rings the bell; ¶ eo 
Lin any one of theſe three cafes the print left ¶ litt 


by the thumble will be as unlike the prototype 
as a braſs- jack. NE | 0 
Nos you muſt underſtand that not one of 
theſe was the true cauſe of the. confuſion in 
my uncle Toby's diſcourſe; and it is for that 
1 e = very 


CD wo #40 CP Ys me W —— 


— — 


. 


OF TRISTRAM SHANDY.' 137 
rery reaſon enlarge upon them fo long, after 
me maiizer of great phyfiologiſts,—1o ſhow. 
the world, what it did not ariſe from. 

What it did ariſe from, I have hinted above, 
and a fertile ſource of obſcurity it is. and 
ever will be,—and that is the unſteady uſes of 
words, which have perplexed the cieareſt and 
moſt exalted underftandings. . 540 

It is ten to one (at Arwur's) whether you 
have ever read the literary hiſtories of paſt 
ages ;—if you have, what terrible -battles, 
elept logomachies, have they occaſioned and 
e with ſo much gall and ink-ſhed, 
that a good-natured man cannot read the 
accounts of them without tears in his eyes! 

Gentle critic ! when thou haſt weighed all 
this, and conſidered within thyſelf how much 
of thy own knowledge, diſcourſe, and con- 


verſation has been peſtered and diſordered, ar 
one time or other, by this, and this only: 


What a pudder and racket in Copnci.s about 


an and »woczrk; and in the Schools of the 


learned about power and about ſpirit a. 
bout eſſences, and about quinteſſences3 
about ſubſtances, and about ſpace:— What 


| confuſion in greater THAT AESs from words of 


little meaning, and as indeterminate a ſenſe; 
When thou conſidereſt this, thou wilt not 
vonder at my uncle Toby's perplexities, thou 
wilt drop a tear of pity upon his ſcarp and his 
countcr{carp ;his glacis and his covered- 
way z—his ravelin and his half- moon: TwWas 
©” "+; "<1... > 
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not by ideas, by Heaven,; his life was put 


in Jeopardy * e 


RA P. ur 


„HEN my uncle Toby. got. his map of 
Namur to his mind, he began imme. 

Fo to apply himlelf, and with the utmoſt 
_ diligence, to the ſtudy of it; for nothing be. 
ing of more importance to him than his reco. 
very, and his recovery depending, as you have. 


read, upon the paſſions and affections of his, 


mind; it behoved him to take the niceſt care 
to-make himſelf fo far maſter of his ſubject, 


as to be able to talk upon it without emotion. 


In a fortnight's cloſe. and painful applica- 
nion, which, by the by, did my uncle 7567 


vound upon. his groin. no good, —he was ena- 


bled, by the help of ſome marginal docu- 
ments at the feet of the elephant, together 
with Gobefius's military arehitecture and pyro- 
ballogy, tranſlated from the Femiſb,; to form 


his diſcourſe with paſſable perſpicuity; and 
before he was two full months gone, —he was 


right eloquent upon it, and could make not 


only the attack of the advanced counterſcarp 


with Wo order dat Dae by char time: 


Firſt motive made neceſſary, m ny "mack: Toby 
was able to croſs the Maes: Day ambte.; make 
diverſions as far as Vaubar's line, the abbey of 

__— Kc. and give his viſitors. as diftind 


hiſtory | 


De Fs od NE CR Ea” 1 W Pr_ bao, | hood - rod, 


Put 


Mo 
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2 hiſtory of each of their attacks, as of that 
of the gate of St Nicolas, where he had the 
honour to receive his wound. La 
But deſire of knowledge, like the thirſt of 
riches, increaſes ever with the acquiſition. of 
it. The more my uncle Toby pored over his 
map, the more he took a liking to it! by 
the ſame proceſs and electrical aſſimulation, 
as I told you, through which I ween the fouls: 
of connoifleurs: themſelves, by long friction 
and incumbition, have the happineſs, at length, 


to get all be-virtu'd, be: pictured, be but 


terſſied, and be- fiddled. 


The more my uncle Toby. drank of this 


ſweet fountain of ſcience, the greater was the 
heat and. impatience of his thirſt; ſo that be- 
fore the firſt year of his confinement had well 

one round, there was ſcarce a fortified toẽn 
in Haly or Flanders, of which, by one means 


or other, he had not procured a plan; read- 


ing over as he got them, and carefully colla- 
ting therewith the hiſtories of their fieges, 


their demolitions, their improvements, and 


new works; all which he would read with that 
intenſe application and delight, that he would 
forget himſelf, his wound, his confinement, 
his dinner. FRAY NOT e, OY 
In the ſecond year my uncle Toby purchaſed: 
Ramelli and Cataneo, tranſlated from the Ha- 


lian —likewiſe Stevinus, Moralis, the Cheva- 


lier de Ville, Lorini, Gochorn, Sheeter, the Count 
de Pagan, the Matfnal Vauban, Monſ. . 
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with almoſt as many more books of military 
architecture, as Don DPuxote was: found to 
have of chivalry, when the curate and barber 
invaded: his library, 

Towards the beginning of the third year, 
which was in Augy/t, ninety-nine, my uncle 
Tooy found it neceſlary ro-underitand a little 
of projectiles: and having judged it beſt to 
draw his knowledge from the fountain- head, 
he began with N. Tartaglia, who it ſeems was. 
the firſt man who detected the impofition of a 
cannon-balPs doing all that miſchief under 
the notion of a right line This N. Tartaglia 


proved to my uncle Taby to be 6 


thing. 
Endleſs is the ſearchof Tru. 
No ſooner was my uncle T fatisfied which 
road the cannon- ball did not go, but he was 
inſenſibly led on, and reſolved in his mind to, 


enquire and find out which road the ball did 
go: For which purpoſe he was obliged to ſet 
off afreſh with old Maitus, and ſtudied him 
devoutly. He proceeded next to Galileo and 
Torricellius, wherein, by certain Geometrical 
rules, infallibly laid down, he found the pre- 


ciſe path to be a PARA BOA or elſe an Hr- 


PIEGBOLA,—and that the parameter, or lutu 
rectum, of che conic ſection of the ſaid path, 
Poas to the quantity and amplitude in a direct 

. ratio, as the whole line to the fine of double 


the angle of incidence, formed by the breach 


woes an horizontal plane; Hand that the ſemi. 


parameter 


1 
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\rameter—Stop | my dear uncle Toby—ſtop} 
— 50 not one foot farther 1 into this thorny and 
bewildered track ;—intricaie are the fleps 1 
intricate are the mazes of this labyrinth !' in- 


r,. Wl tricate are the troubles which the purſuit of this 
le. bewitching phantom KN WIL ber will bring 
le upon thee.—O my uncle {—fly—fly, fly from 
to WW it as from a ſerpent... <ls it fit—good natu- 


red man! thou ſhould'ſt fit up, with the 
wound upon thy groin, whole nights baking 
thy blood with hectic wavehitigs 2 Alas! 
twill exaſperate thy ſymptoms. check thy 
perſpirations—evaporare thy ſpirits—wafſte thy 
animal ſtrength—diy up thy radical moi ture 
bring thee into a coſtive habit of body 
impair thy health — and haſten all the a 
mities of thy old age — 0 my uncle! my 
uncle 125 oby. 


CHAP. ww. 


ſet M- 5 18 
m 1 WOULD not give a groat PYY chat man's 
nd. knowledge in pen-craft, who does not un- 


derſtand this,----That the beſt plain narrative 
in the world, tacked very cloſe to the laſt ſpi- 
rited apoſtrop he to my uncle Toby - would 


| have felt Doch cold and vapid upon the rea- 
h, deres palate;-- therefore I forthwith. put an 
bY end to the per; though I was in the middle 


of my ſtor. . 
Writers of my dem "REP one prin- 


dple in commen with painters. Where an 
exact 


—_ 


— 
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exact copying makes our pictures leſs ſtrikjng, 
we choole the leſs. evil; deeming it even more 
pardonable to treſpaſs againſt truth, than 
beauty. This is to be underſtood cum grano 
falis ; but be it as it will, —as the parallel 
1s made more for-the ſake of letting the apo. 
ſtrophe cool, than any thing elſe, -- tis not 
very material whether upon any other ſcore 
the reader approves of it or not. 

In the latter end of the third year, my un- 
cle Toby perceiving that the parameter and 
ſemi - parameter of the conic ſection angered 
his wound, he left off the ſtudy of projectiles 
in a kind of a huff, and betook himſelf to the 
practical part of fortincation only; the plea. 
ſure of which, like a ſpring held back, re. 
turned upon him with redoubled force. 
It was in this year that my uncle began to 
break in upon the daily regularity of a clean 
ſhirr,---to diſmiſs his barber unſhaven, and 
to allow his ſurgeon ſcarce time ſufficient to 
dreſs his wound, concerning himſelf ſo little 
about it, as not to aſk him once in ſeven tines 
drefling, how it went on: when, lo !---all of 
a ſudden, for the change was quick as light- 
ning, he began to figh heavily for his reco- 
very,---complained to my father, grew impa- 
tient with the ſurgeon ;-----and one morning, 
as he heard his foot coming up ſtairs, he ſhut up 
His books, and thruſt aſide his inſtruments, in 
order to expoſtnlate with him upon the pro- 
traction of the cure, which, he told him, 

1 | might 


LS 
— 
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might ſurely have been accompliſhed at leaſt 


by that time: - He dwelt long upon the mi- 


(cries he had undergone, and the ſorrows of 


bis tour years nielancholy impriſonment; N 


adding, that had it. not been for the kind 
looks and fraternal chearings of the beſt of 
brothers, he had long ſince funk under his 


misfortunes.— My father was by: My uncle 


Tchys eloquence brought tears into his eyes; 
nas unexpected. M uncle Toby, by 
nature was not eloquent ;—it had the greater 
effect The ſurgeon was confounded ;—not 
that there wanted grounds for ſuch, or greater 
marks of 'impatience,—but 'twas unexpected 
too; in the four years be had attended him, 
he had never ſeen any thing like it in my un- 
cle Toby's carriage; he had never once drop- 
ped one fretful or diſcontented word; he 
had been all patience—all ſubmiſſion. 
Me loſe the right of complaining ſome- 
times by forbearing it but we often treble 
the force: The ſurgeon was aſtoniſhed ; but 
much more ſo, when he heard my uncle * 4 
go on, and peremptorily inſiſt upon his hea 
ing up the wound directly, or ſending for 
Monfieur Ronjat, the king's ſerjeant- ſurgeon; | 
to-do.it for him. 

The defire. of life and health is implanted 
in man's nature the love of liberty and en- 
largement is a fiſter-paſſion to it: Theſe my 
uncle Toby had in common with his ſpecies; 
and euer ol them had. been ſufficient to 

account 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the preſent caſe, the penetrating reader wil 
ſuſpect there was ſome other cauie or crotchet 


I own, when that is done, *twill be time to 
. 


ou headfſtrong,—farewel cool reaſon and 


as ſoon as the ſurgeon recovered his ſurprize, 
him, *twas gelt beginning to incarnate ; and 


_ "that if no freſh exfoliation happened, which 
there was no ſign of, —it would be dried up 


conveyed an idea of ſhorter duration to my 


| 
E 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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account for his earneſt deſite to get well and 
out of doors; — but 1 have told you before, 
that nothing wro!:ght with our family after the 
common way - and from the time and man. 
ner in which this eager defire ſhewed itſelf in 


for it in my uncle Toby's head :—There was 
fo, and *tis the ſubject of the next chapter to 
fet forth what that cauſe and crotchet waz, 


return. back to the parlour fire-fide, where 
we left my uncle Toby in the middle of his 
ſentence, | VETO 


. a man gives himſelf up to the 
; government of a ruling paſſion,—or, 
in other words, when his Horsy-Hor 


air diſcretion ! * 7 
' My uncle Toby's wound was near well, and 
and could get leave to ſay as much—he told 


in five or fix weeks. The found of as many 
Olympiads, twelve hours before, would have 


uncle Try mind. The ſucceſſion _ his 
| Pens, ideas 
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a eas was now rapid,—he broiled with impa- 


fence to put his deſign in execution ;—and 


Iving,-which, by rhe by, I think is right, 


when you are pre-determined to take no one 


het man, to pack up a bundle of lint and dreſ- 
vas MW ings, and hire a chariot-and-four to be at the 
door exactly by twelve. o'clock that day, 
as hen be knew my father would be upon 
to MW Change. So leaving a bank-note upon the 


enable for the ſurgeon's care of him, and a let- 


he 


his ier of tender thanks for his brother's 
packed up his maps, his books of fortifica- 
tion, his inſtruments, c. and by the help of 


a crutch on one fide, and Trim on the other, 


my uncle Toby embarked for SHandy- Hull. 
the The reaſon, or rather the riſe of this ſud- 
or, den emigration was as follows: 


2: WM The table in my uncle Toby's room, and at 
and rhich, the night before this change happen- 


ed, he was ſitting with his maps, r. about 
and him —being ſomewhat of the ſmalleſt, for that 


knowledge which uſually lay crowded upon it 
he had the accident, in reaching over for 


uments and ſnuffers ;—and 3s the dice took 
run againſt him, in his endeavouring to 


You 17” © ſieur 


he Wo, without conſulting farther with any foul 


in foul's advice, —he privately ordered Trim, his 


infinity of great and ſmall inſtruments of ' 


his tobacco-box, to throw down his compaſ- 
les, and in ſtooping to take the compaſſes up, 
with his ſleeve he threw down his caſe of in- 


catch the ſnuffers in falling, —he thruſt Mon- 


145 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 
ſieur Blondel off the table, and Count de Pa. 
gen © op of him. 

Las to no purpoſe for a man, lame as my 
uncle Toby was, to think of redreſſing theſe 
evils by himſeif — he rung his bell Tor his 


man Trim:——Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, 


| prithee {ee what enn ] bave here been 


making I muſt have ſome better contri. 
Vance, 4 im. Can'ſt not thou take my 


rule, and meaſure the length and breadth of 


this table, and then go and beſpeak me one 
as big again!?—Yes, an' pleaſe your Honour, 


rephed Trim, making a bow; but ] hope 


your Honour will be ſoon well enough to get 


down to your country ſeat, where, —as your 
Honour takes ſo much pleaſure 3 in fortifica- 


tion, we could manage this matter to a T. 


I muſt here inform you, that this ſervant of 


-my uncle Toby's, who went by the name of 
Aim, had been a corporal 1 in my uncle's own 


company ;—bis real name was Janes Butler, 


bot having got the nick-name of Trim in 


\ | 
2 l Cy 
4 


the regiment, my uncle Toby, unleſs when he 


happened to be very angry with him, would 
never call him by any other name. 


The poor fellow had been diſabled from 


the ſervice, by a wound on his left knee, by 
a muſket-bullet, at the battle of Landir, 
which was two years before the affair of Me- 


mur; and as the fellow was well beloved in 
: the regiment, and a handy fellow into the 
X Hargain, my uncle Toby * him for his fer- 
| vant; 


| vant; and of an excellent uſe was he, attend- 
ing MY uncle Toby in the camp and 1n his 


J quarters as a valet, groom, barber, cook, 
e {mpfter, and nurſe ; and indeed, from firſt to 
s last, waited upon him and ſerved him with 
, Wh grcar fidelity and affection. 


My uncle Toby loved the man in return, 
l. WT and what attached him more to him till, was 
iv WM the fimilitude of their knowledge. For Cor- 
oi Wl poral Trim, (for fo, for the future, I ſhall call 
ne bim) by four years occaſional attention to his 
r, WI Maſter's diſcourſe upon fortified towns, and 
de che advantage of prying and peeping conti- 


ct I nually into his Maſter's plans, c. excluſive 


ur and beſides what he gained HoBBNY-HoRSlk- 


ca- call v, as a body-ſervant, Non Hobby. Horfical 


per ſe, had become no mean proficient in 


nature of ſtrong-holds as my uncle Toby him- 
RE” vj 


in [ have but one more ſtroke to give to finiſh 
be Corporal Trim's character, and it is the on- 
uld M dark line in it. The fellow loved to ad- 

viſe,.—or rather to hear himfelf talk; his 
om carriage, however, was ſo perfectly reſpectful, 
by 'twas eaſy to keep him ſilent when you had 
dn, WM him ſo; bur ſet his tongue a-going,—you had 
Na- Wi no hold of him—he was voluble;—the eter- 
| in nal interlardings of your Honour, with the re- 
the Wl ipetfulneſs of Corporal Trim's manner, inter- 
er- ceding fo ſtrong in behalf of his elocution;,— 


TOS that 
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the ſcience ; and was thought, by the cook 
of Wand chamber-maid, to know as much of the 
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that though you might have been incommod. 
ed, - you could not well be angry, My un. 
cle Toby was ſeldom either the one or the o- 
ther with him, or, at leaſt, this fault, in 
Trim, broke no ſquares with them. My ug. 
cle Toby as I ſaid, loved the man ;—-and be- 
fides, as he ever looked upon a faithful fer. 
vant,—but as an humble friend, he could 
not bear to ſtop his mouth. Such was Cor. 

poral Trim. 8 
f 1 durſt preſume, continued Trim, to give 
your Honour my advice, and ſpeak my opt: 
nion in this matter Thou art welcome, Trin, 
quoth my uncle Toby—ſpeak,— {peak what 
thou thinkeſt upon the ſubject, man, with- 
out fear. Why then, rephed Trim, (not 
hanging his ears and ſcratching his head like 
a country lout, but) ſtroking his hair back 
from his forehead, and ſtanding erect as be- 
fore his diviſion, I think, quoth Trim, ad- 
vancing his left, which was his lame leg, a 
little forwards,—and pointing with his right 
hand open towards a map of Dunkirk, which 
was pinned againſt the hangings, ——1I think, 
 quoth Corporal Trim, with humble ſubmil- 
fon to your Honour's better judgment, — 
that theſe ravelins, baſtions, curtins, and 
hornworks, make but a poor, contemptible, 
Hddle-faddle: piece of work of it here upon 
paper, compared to what your Honour and! 
could make of it were we in the country b) 
ourfelyes, and had but a rood, or a rood ay 

. | a ha 
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8 half of ground to do what we pleaſed with: 

bi As ſummer is coming on, continued Trim, 
poor Honour might fit out of doors, and give 
we the nography (call it ichnography, 
» quoth my uncle) — of the town or citadel, 
n. our Honour was pleaſed to fit down before, 
be: Land I will be ſhot by your Honour upon the 
„ glacis of it, if 1 did not fortify it to your Ho- 


ud cour's mind I dare ſay thou would'ſt, Trim, 


ok. quoth my uncle. —For if your Honour, con- 


tinued the Corporal, could but mark me the 


Ive polygon, with its exact lines and angles 


pl: That I could do very well, quoth my uncle. 


in, I would begin with the foſſe, and if your 


th. breadth—T can to a hair's breadth, Trim, re- 
„ot plied my uncle.—I would throw out the earth 
Ike upon this hand towards the town for the ſcarp, . 
ck and on that hand towards the campaign for 
be. the counterſcarp.— Very right, Trim, quoth. 


them to your mind, —an' pleaſe your Honour, 
| would face the glacis, as the fineſt fortifica- 


[ would make the walls and parapets wit ſods 
t00,—The beſt engineers call them gazons, 


tines beyond a facing either of brick or ſtone. 


Honour could tell me the proper depth and | 


. ——.. Een bot Ao, 


my uncle Toby :>——And when I had ſſoped 


. 
„ - 


e 


tions are done in Flanders, with ſods, — and 
as -your Honour knows they ſhould be, —-and 


Trin, laid my uncle Teby.— Whether they _ 
are gazons or ſods, is not much matter, repli- 
ed Trim; your Honour knows they are ten 


Il know they are, Trim, in ſome reſpects, 
Gz -—quoth 
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> Trim went on; 
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———quoth my. uncle Ty, nodding his head; 
—for a cannon- ball enters into the gazon right 
onwards, without bringing any rubbiſh down 
with it, which might fill the foffe, (as was the 
caſe at StNicolus's gate) and facilitate the pal. 
{ſage over it. 

Your Honour underſtands Miele matters, 
replied Corporal Trim, better than any officer 


in his Majeſty's ſervice;—but would your Ho. 


nour pleate to let the beſpeaking of the table 
alone, and let us but go in to the cquntry, ! 
would work under your Honour's directions 
Uke a horſe, and make fortifications for you 
ſomething like a tanſy, with all their batte. 
TICS, Laps, ditches, and paliſadoes, that it 


I... ſhould be worth all the world's riding twen- 
SEE Ty miles to go-and fee it. | 


My uncle Toby” bluſhed as red as ſcarlet as 
Hut it was not a bluſh of 
guilt, —of modeſty,—or of anger, — it was a 
bluſh of joy ;——he was fired with Corporal 
Trins proje& and deſcription. Trim! ſaid 
my uncle Foby, thou baſt ſaid cnough,—We 
might begin the campaign, continued Jin, 
on the very day that his Majeſty and the Allies 
take the field, and demoliſh them town by 


town as fait 29 rim, quoth my uncle Toby, 


ſay no more. Your Honour, continued Trin, 
might fit in your arm-chair (pointing to it 
this tin- weather, giving me your orders, and! 


woult——Say no more, Trim, quoth my uncle 
OE ns, your Honour would get po! 


"on 


S . 
Ly 
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only pleaſure and good pattime,——but good 
ar, and good exerciſe, and good health, and 
your Honour's wound would be well in a 
he month. Thou bait ſaid enough, Trim, —— 


al. MW quoth my uncle Toby (putting his hand into 
his breeches-pocket) ——1I like thy project 
ro, MW vightily—And if our Honour pleales, III 
cer this moment go and buy a pioneer's ſpade to 


Jo. MW take down with us, and I'll beſpeak a ſhovel. 
and a pick- axe, and a couple of Say no 
„vor, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, leaping up 
upon one leg, quite overcome with rapture,— 
and thruſting a guinea into Trims hand,. — 
tc, Trin, ſaid my uncle Toby, ſay, no more bur 
it go down, Trim, this moment, my lad, and 
en. bnng up my ſupper this inſtant. TI 
Trim ran down and brought up his maſter's 
fupper, to no purpoſe: - Trim's plan of ope- 
lation ran ſo in my uncle Toby's head, he 
could not taſte it. Trim, quoth my uncle 
Toby, get me to bed.— Twas all one.—Cor- 
poral Trim's deſcription had fired his imagi- 
nation, ——my uncle Toby could not ſhut his 
eyes. —The more he conſidered it, the more 
bewitching the ſcene appeared to him;—ſo 
that, two tull hours before day-light, he bad 
come to a final determination, and had con- 
cited the whole plan of his and Corpora! 
Trim decampment. Mo 
My uncle Toby bad a little neat country- 
ſbouſe of his own, in the village where my fa- 
ther's eſtate lay at SHandy, which had been 
| | G 4, 3 
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left him by an old uncle, with a ſmall et, F 
of about one hundred pounds a-year. Behind nan 
this houſe, and contiguous to it, was a kit thei 
chen garden of about half an acre ; and attheſof e 
bottom of the garden, and cut off from it by der- 
a tall yew hedge, was a bowling-green, con- drar 
taining juſt about as much ground as Corporal and 
Trim wiſhed for: ſo that as Trim uttered 
the words, © A rood and a half of ground to 
% do what they would with,” —this identicy Mt - 
_bowling-green inſtantly preſented itſelf, ad - 
became curiouſly painted, all at once, upon faid 
the retina of my uncle Toby's fancy ;—whichM 700 
was the phyſical cauſe of making him chang mo 
colour, or at leaſt of heightening his bluſh, Ml bee 
to that immoderate degree I ſpoke of. Nis 
Never did lover poſt down to .a beloved bel 
miſtreſs with more heat and expectation, than ! 
my uncle Toby did, to enjoy this ſelf-ſame thing 0b 
in private; I ſay in private; — for it was ſhel. ¶ anc 
tered from the houſe, as I told you, by a tall © « 
yew hedge, and was covered on the other three va 
tides, from mortal fight, by rough holly and ver 
thick-fet flowering ſhrubs ;—ſo that the ide ¶ do 
of not being ſeen, did not a littte contribute tofiſÞ to 
the idea of pleaſure pre-conceived in my unc cut 
Teby's mind. Vain thought! however thick 
it was planted about,——or private ſoever! 
might ſeem, to think, dear uncle Toby, of 
enjoying a thing which took up a whole rod 
and a half of ground, ——and not bave! 
known! 55 


How 
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Hard How my upcle Toby and Corporal Trim 
und managed this matter, —with the hiſtory of 
Ki- their campaigns, which were no way barren 
the of events, —may make no unintereſting un- 
by er- plot in the epitaſis and working: up of this 


oral and change for the parlour fire- ſide. 
red | 

14 * 5 CHAP. VI. 

and —— What can they be doing, brother “ 
pon aid my father. l think, replied my uncle 
aich 70%, —taking as I told you, his pipe from his 
nge mouth, and ſtriking the aſhes out of it as he 
ul, began his ſentence ;—I think, replied he,. 
| it would not be amiſs, brother, if we rung the 
ved bell. | _ — 
han Pray, what's all that racket over our heads, 
ing 0badiab ?2—quoth my father; — my brother 
hel. ¶ and I can ſcarce hear ourſelves ſpeak. 

tally Sir, anſwered Obadiab, making a bow to- 
zee wards his left ſhoulder, —my Miſtreſs is taken. 
and very badly.—And where's Suſannah running 
dea down the garden there, as if they were going 
e to to raviſh her? Sir, the is running the ſliorteſt 
cle cut into the town, replied Obadiah, to fetch the 
uch od midwife. Then faddle a horſe, quoth my 
r 18 father, and do you go directly for Dr Slop, the 
„o man-midwife, with all our fervices, —and let 
od him know your miſtreſs is fallen into labour 
e Dgand that I deſire he will return with you 


wich all ſpeed. Pa 
mn, G5 | 


on. drama. At preſent the ſcene mnit drop, — 


„ 
* 
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x 
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It is very ftraoge, ſays my. father, addref. 
ſing himſelf to my uncle Toby, as Obadiab ſhut 
the door,—as there is ſo expert an operator as 
Dr Slop ſo near, —that my wife ſhould perſut 


to the very laſt in this obſtinate humour of. 


hers, in truſting the life of my child, who has 


had one misfortune already, to the ignorance 
of an old woman ;—and not only the life of 
my child, brother, — but her own life, and 
with it the lives of all the children I might 
peradventure have begot out of her hereaſter. 


Mayhap, brother, replied my uncle Toby, 
my ſiſter does it to ſave the expence A 
pudding's end, —replied my father: the 


Doctor muſt be paid the fame for inaction 


as action. —if not better, to keep him in 


r 


ben it can be out of nothing in the 


whole world, quoth my uncle Toby, in the 


fimplicity. of his heart, but Mopks TY. — 


My ſiſter, I dare ſay, added he, does not 
care to let a man come ſo near her . I 


will not ſay whether my uncle Toby had com- 
pleteſl the ſentence or not; — tis for his advan- 
tage to ſuppoſe he bad, as, I think,. be 


5 could have added no ONE WorpD which would 


have improved it. 
If, on the contrary, my uncle Toby had not 


fully arrived at the period's -end,—then the 
world ſtands, indebted to the ſudden {napping 


of m; father's tobacco-pipe for one of the 


meateſt examples of that ornamental figure 
R 5 in 


— 


W 
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in oratory, which Rhetoricians ſtyle the Ape 
fapeſis. Juſt Heaven! how does the Poco piu 
and the Poco meno of the Italian artiſts, the in- 

ſenſible MORE OR LESS, determine the preciſe 

line of beauty in the ſentence, as well as in 

the ſtatue ! How do the ſlight touches ot the 

chiſel, the pencil, the pen, the fiddle-ſtick, et 

cetera, — give the true ſwell, which gives the 

true pleature O my countrymen, — be 
t nice be cautious, of your language; nd 
never, O! never let it be forgotten upon 
F what ſmall particulars your eloquence and 
\ your fame depend. 
e My ſiſter, mayhap,” quoth my un- 
n 

2 
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cle Toby, 5 e not chooſe to let a man come 
* ſo near her ***#,” Make this daſh,—'tis _ 
an Apoſiopefis. Take the daſh away, and 
e write Backfide,—'tis Bawdy. Scratch Back- 
e fide out, and put Cover d way in, tis a Meta- 


phor; — and, I dare ſay, as fortification ran 
t o much in my uncle Teöy's head, that if 
Ihe had been left to have added one word co a 
= the ſentence,—that word was it. 


. But whether that was the caſe, or not the 
2 caſe ;— or whether the ſnapping of my fa- 
d ther's tobacco- pipe ſo. critically, happened 

cbrough accident or anger, wa be een in 
t | non time. . 


„%% e. 
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„ ta 

: ca 

THOUGH my father was a good natural te 
philoſopher,— yet he was ſomething ce 

of a moral philoſopher too; for which reaſon, fa 
when his tobacco-pipe ſnapp'd ſhort in the th 
middle, —he had nothing te do, as ſuch, but | 
; have taken hold of the two pieces, and a 
thrown them gently upon the back of the 5 
fire. He did no ſuch thing; —he threw them 00 
With all the violence in the world ;—and, to i 
| give the action ſtill more emphaſis, —he ſtart- * 


ed upon both his legs to do it. 
This looked ſomething like heat; — and 
the manner of his reply to what my uncle 
Toby was ſaying, proved it was ſo. 
2 Not chooſe,” quoth my father, (repeat- 
ing my uncle Toby's words) © to let a man 
come ſo near her ?*——By heaven, brother 
Toby! you would try the patience of Fob ;— 
and I think I have the plagues of one already 
without it,— Why ?—Where ?—Wherein ?— 
WMWherefore Upon what account? replied my | 
uncle Toby, in the utmoſt altoniſhment.—1lo 
think, faid my father, of a man living to your 
age, brother, and knowing ſo little about wo- 
men !—] know nothing at all. about them,— 
replied my. uncle Toby - And I think, conti- 
nued he, that the ſhock I received the year 
after the demolition of Dunkirk, in my affair 
with widow Wadman which Shock my _ 


F.. 
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[ ſhould not have received, but from my to- 
tal ignorance of the ſex,— has given me juſt 
cauſe to ſay, that I neither know nor do pre- 
tend to knew any thing about em or their con- 
cerns either. Methinks, brother, replied my 
father, you might, at leaſt, know ſo much as 
the right end of a woman from the wrong. 
It is ſaid in Ariftotle's Maſter Piece, That 
© when a man Goth think of any thing which 
« js paſt, he looketh down upon the ground; 
% —but that when he thinketh of ſomething 


e that is to come, he looketh up towards 1 


* heavens.” 
My uncle Teby, I fuppoſe, thought of nei- 


| ther; for he looked horizontally.— Right end! 


quoth my uncle Toby, muttering the twe words 


low to himſelf, and fixing his two eyes inſen- 


fibly as he muttered them, upon a ſmall cre- 
vice, formed by a bad joint in the chimney- 
piece Right end of a woman !——I declare, 
quoth my uncle, I know no more which it is 
than the man in the moon; — and if I was to 


think, continued my uncle Toby (keeping his 


eye ſtill fixed upon the bad joint) this month 


together, I am fure I ſhould not be able to 


find it out. 


Then, brother Toby, ts my. father, I 
will tell you. 


Every thing 1n this world, continued my 


beider, (filling a freſh pipe) every thing in 


this world, my dear brother Toby, has two 
bandles.—Nor always, quoth my uncle Toby. 
At 
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—At leaſt, replied my father, every one has 
two. hands,—which comes to the ſame thing, 
— Now, _ man was to fit down coolly, 4 
conſider within himſelf the make, the ſhape, 
the conſtruction, come-at-ability, and conve- 
nience of all. the parts which conſtitute the 
whole of that animal; called Woman, and 
compare them analogically—1 never unJer. 
ſtood rightly the meaning-of that 1 
quoth my uncle Toby. 

ANALOGY, replied my father, is the certain 
relation and agreement which different.—— 
Here a devil of a rap at the door ſnapped 

my father's definition (like his tobacco- pipe) 


in two, and, at the ſame time, cruthed 
the head of as notable-and curious a diflerta- r6 
tion as ever was engendered. in the womb of n 
Seculation;—it was ſome months before my 0 
father could get an opportunity to be ſafely t 
delivered of it: — And, at this hour, it is a t 
thing full as problematical as the ſubject of t. 
the diflertation. 1tlelf,—(confidering the con- I 
fuſion and diſtrefles of our domeſtic miſad- t 
ventures, which are now coming thick one c 
upon the back of another) whether 1 ſhall be 
| 


able to find a place 7 it in the chird volume 
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CHAP. VIII. 


nd | WO g 
de, W TT is about an hour and a half's tolerable 

e- ood reading fince my uncle Toby run 

he WM the bell, when Obadiah.was ordered to ſaddle 

nd Wl 2 horſe, and go for Dr Slop, the man-mid- 


2 wife; —ſo that no one can fay, with reaſon, - 
— that I have not allowed Obadiah time enough, 

5 poetically ſpeaking, and confidering the e- 

ir W mergency.ioo, both to go and come 3q—20o— 

mh though, morally and truly ſpeaking, the man 


ed perhaps has ſcarce had time to get on his 

e) boots. . 0 1 9 
d If the hypercritic will go upon this, and is 1 
4 reſolved after all to take a pendulum, and = 
of meaſure the true diftanee betwixt the ringing 

V of the bell and the rap(at the door ;—and, at- 

y ter finding it to be no,more than two minutes, 

4 thirteen Lee and three fiiths, —ſhould 

f take upon him to inſult over me for ſuch a 

— breach in the unity or rather probability of | 
= time I would remind him, that the idea of _ 
o duration, and of its ſimple modes, is got 1 
0 merely from the train and ſucceſſion vt our 

E ideas, —and is the true {cholaftic pendulum, 


—and by which, as a {cholar, I will be tried 
in this matter, abjuring and deteſting the jus 

riſdiction of all other pendulums whatever. 

I wou!7 therefore deſire him to conſider that = 

it is but poor eight miles from Shandy-hall to if 

Dr Slop, the man-midwite's houſe and that 

5h | BON re whalft 
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whilſt Ovadiah has been going thoſe ſaid miles 
and back, I have brought my uncle Taby from 
Namur, quite acroſs all Flanders, into Englund: 
—— That I have had him ill upon my hands 
near four years; — and have fince travelled 
him and Corporal Trim in a chariot. and. 
four, a journey of near two hundred miles 
down into Yorkſhire, —all which put together, 
muſt have prepared the reader's imagination 
for the entrance of Dr Sp upon the ſtage,.— 
as much, at leaſt, (I hope) as a dance, a ſong, 
or a concerto between the acts. | 
If my hypercritic is untractable, alledging, 
that two minutes and thirteen ſeconds are no 
more than two minutes and thirteen ſeconds, 
hen I have ſaid all I can about them; and 
that this plea, though it might ſave me drama- 
tically, will damn me biographically, render- 
ing my book from this very moment, a pro- 
tefied RomMANncE, which, before, was a book 


apocryphal :—If I am thus preſſed I then 


put an end to the whole objection and con- 
troverſy about it all at once, —by acquainting 
him, that Obadiah had not got above three- 
ſcore yards from the ſtable- yard before he 
met with Dr Slop; — and indeed he gave a 
dirty proof that he had met with him, and 
was within an ace of giving a tragical one too. 


Imagine to yourſelf but this had better 


* 


begin a new chapter. ES 


CHAP. 


ambling condition. 
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CHAP. IX. 


MAGINE. to yourſelf. a little We un- 
courtly Bure of a Dr She, of about four 


Net and a Ralf perpendicular height, with a 
ebe of: bath, and a ſeſquipedality of belly, 


Wir mightthave done honour to a ferzenn 
in N orle- guards. 4 

Were the outlines of Dr Shy s figure, 
which,——if you have read Hogarth's analy- 
is of beauty, and, if you have not, I wiſh you 
would ;——you. muf know, may as certainly 


be caricatured, and conveyed. to the mind by | 


three ſtrokes as three hundred. 
Imagine ſuch a one,—-for ſuch, E fay, were 
the outlines of Dr Slap figure, coming ſlowly 


along, foot by foot, waddling through the dirt 


upon the vertebre of a little diminutive pony, 
of a pretty colour—-but of ſtrengtb—alack k 
——ſcarce able to have made an amble of it, 


under fuch a fardel, had the roads been in an 
—They were not.—-Ima- 
gine to yourtelf Obadiab mounted upon a 
ſtrong monſter of a coach-horſe, pricked into 
a full gallop, and making all. Pr acticable peas 


the adverſe way. 


Pray, Sir, let me intereſt Len moment in 


this deſcription. 
Had Dr Slip beheld Obadiab a mi le off poſt- 
ing in a narrow lane dire&ly towards him, at 


mie monſtrous rate, — and Page 


* 
S AE IIa Sr 


— 
=D — . 
30 1 


- —— 8 = xt Wa _— 
K g 
w_— * . © 7. — 


— LES 


— 


— 


— 
— IT 


SR 
— — — — 
E 


> ow wc — — 
. 


— . 
mn — —— — — 
2 © Do 7 — 
— —— — = 
9 f 


ä 
* 3 SE.” 8 2 


SSD = 


7 — 


x62 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS. 


like a devil through thick and thin, as he ap. 
proached, would not ſuch a phenomenon, 
with ſuch a vortex of mud and water moving 
along with it, round its axis; have been a 
fubject of juſter apprehenſion to Dr Slap in his 

ſituation, than the wrf of NMhſton's comets ? 
To fay nothing of the NUucLEus——-that 
is, of Obadiab and the coach-horſe——In my 
idea, the vortex alone of em was enough to 
have involyed and carried, if not the doctor, 
at leaſt the doctor's pony, quite away with it, 
What then do you think muſt the terror and 
hydrophobia of Dr Slap have been, when you 
read (which you are juſt going to do) that 
he was advancing thus warily along towards 
Shandy- Hall, and had approached 10 within 
fixty yards of it, and within five yards of a 
ſudden turn, made by an acute angle of the 


garden- wall. and in the dirtieſt part of a 


dirty lane, ——when Obadiabh and his coach- 
horſe turned the corner, rapid, farious,—pop, 
— full upon him Nothing, I think, 1 in na- 
ture, can be ſuppoſed more terrible than ſuch 


a rencounter, — ſo imprompt! fo ill- prepared 


to ſtand the ſhock of it as Dr. Slop was. 

What could Dr Slap do ?—he croſfed him- 
felf——Pugh but the doctor, Sir, was a 
Papiſt.- No matter; he had better have kept 
hold of the pummel.— He had ſo napy, as it 


happened, he had better have done nothing at 


all; for in croſſing himſelf he let go his whip, 
and in attempting to fave his Whip 1 
| 9 als 
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his knee- and his ſaddle's ſkirt, as it flipped, 

he loſt his ſtirrup,——in lofing which he lot 
his ſear ;=and in the multitude of all theſe 
loſſes (which, by the by, ſhews what little ad- 
vantage there is in croſſing) the unfortunate 
doctor loſt his preſence of mind. So that 


168; 


| without waiting for Obadiah's onſet, he lefr 
his pony to its deſtiny, tumbling off it dia- 


gonally, ſomething in the ſtyle and manner of 
a pack of wool, and without any. other conſe- 
quence from the fall, fave that of being left 
fas it woyld have been) with the broadeſt 
part of him ſunk about twelve ins deep in 
the mire... - 

Obadiab pull'd off his cap twice a6:D Dr- Shop ; 
—once as he was falling, —and then again 
when he ſaw him ſeated. —Ill-timed:complai-- 
ſance — had not the fellow better have ftop- 
ped his horſe, and got off and helped him — 
dir, he did all that his ſituation would allow; 
but the MomenTun of the coach-horſe was ſo 
great, that Obadliah could not do it all.at once 
he rode in a circle three times round Dr Slop,. 
before he could fully accompliſh it any how; 
Tand at the lait, when he did ſtop his beaſt, 
was done with ſuch an exploſion of mud, 
that Obagiab had better havecbeen a league off. 
In ſhort, never was a Dr Siap ſo beluted, and 
fo tranſubſtantiated, ſince that affair came in- 
to faſhion. 


CHAP. 
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"CHAP. | 
HEN Dr Slop entered the back par. 


lour, where my father and my uncle 
Toby were diſcourſing upon the nature of wo- 
men, —it was hard to determine whether Dr 
Blop's figure, or Dr Slop't preſence, occaſioned 
more ſurprize to them; for as the accident 
happened fo near the houſe, as not to make 
it worth while for Obadiah to remount him,— 
Obadiah had led him in as he. was, unwwiped, 
unappointed, unannealed, with all his ſtains and 
blotches on him. He ſtood like Hamlet's 
- ghoſt, motionleſs and ſpeechleſs, for a full mi- 
nute und a half, at the ao odr (Obadiah 
fill holding his hand) with all the majeſty of 
mud z— his hinder parts, upon which he had 
received his fall, totally beſmeared,—and in 
every other part of him, blotched over in ſuch 
a manner with Obadiab's exploſion, that you 
would have ſworn (without mental reſerva- 
tion) that every grain of it had taken effect. 
Here was a fair opportunity for my uncle 
Toby to have triumphed over my father in his 
turn; for no mortal, who had beheld Dr Sp 
in that pickle, could have diſſented from fo 
much, at leaſt, of my uncle Toby's opinion, 
44 That may hap his ſiſter might not care to let 


ſuch a Dr Siap come ſo near her ****,” But 


it was the Argumentum ad hominem ; ; and if my 
uncle Toby was not very 2 at it, you may 
chink, 
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think, he might not care to ule it. No; the 

reaſon Was, — twas not his nature to inſult... 
Dr Slop's preſence at that time, was no leſs 


WI problematical than the mode of it; though it 
le | certain, one moment's reflection in my fa- 
ber might have ſolved it; for he had appri- 
Dr zed Dr Slop but the week before, that my mo- 
ed tber was at her full reckoning ; and as the 
nt | | os. , oY 
Doctor had heard nothing fince, twas natural 

ke and very political too in him, to have taken a 
ide to Shandy-Hall, as he did, merely to ſee 
4, bow matters went on. | 
ad But my father's mind took unfortunately a 
40 wrong turn in the inveſtigation; running, like 
5 the hypercritic's, altogether upon the ringing 

c of the bell and the rap upon the door, —mea- 
10 ſuring their diſtance, and keeping his mind ſo 
intent upon the operation, as to have power 
Fn to think of nothing elſe—Common-place in- 
: firmity of the greateſt mathematicians! work- 
fo ing with might and main at the demonſtra- 
on, and fo waſting all their ſtrength upon it, 
e bat they have none left in them to draw the 
is oorollary, to do good with. 


The ringing of the bell, and the rap upon : 
Fa the door, ſtruck likewiſe flrong upon the ſen- 
ſorium of my uncle Toby, — but it excited a 


= rery different train of thoughts ;—the two ir- 
az MW <<oncileable pulſations inſtantly brought Ste. 
1 unus, the great engineer, along with them, 
: Wo my uncle T#by's mind. What buſineſs 
„ bens had in this affair, js the greateſt 


problem 
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problem of all :—Ic ſhall be tolved, but not 
an *he next hu: © i 
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CHAP. XI. 


_— ING, when properly managed (as c 

you may be ſure 1 think mine is) is but 05 

a different name for converſation. As no one, thi 
who knows what he is about in good compa. 40 
ay; would venture to talk all;-— fo no au- 
thor, who underſtands the juſt boundaries of N ob 
decorum and good-breeding, would preſume 0 
to think all: The trueſt reſpect which you can ob 


pay to the reader's underſtanding, is to halve I ci! 


- 
-_ — A 4 endo, 


this matter amicably, and leave him ſome- WW 4 
thing to imaging in his turn, as well as your- art 
ſelf. the 


For my own part, I am eternally paying at 
him compliments of this kind, and do all that ſte 
lies in my power to keep his imagination as tro 
buſy as my own. car 
 ?Tis his turn now ;—1 2 given an ample art 
deſcription of Dr Slop's ſad overthrow, and of e 
his ſad appearance in the back- parlour ; ;—his anc 
imagination muſt now go on with it for a e 


while. me 
Let the reader i imagine then, that Dr Slop Ml ba 
1 * told his tale—and in what words, and he: 


with what aggravations, his fancy chooſes :— WP 
Let him ſuppoſe, that Obadiah has told his Ipc 
tale alſo, and with ſuch rueful looks of affect- 
ed concern, as he thinks beſt wall car's 
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© Wl the two figures as they ſtand by each other, 
Let him imagine, that my father has ſtep- 
ped up ſtairs to ſee my mother. — And, to 
conclude this work of imagination, —let him 
imagine the doctor waſhed, rubbed down and 
« MW condoled, —fclicitared,—gor into a pair of 
ir Ooadiab' pumps, ſtepping forwards towards 
the door, upon the very point of entering upon 
1. {tian g „ 
1— Truce !—truce, good De Slop | ſtay thy 
of obſtetric hand return it ſafe into thy boſom 
\« to keep it warm little doſt thou know what 
n obſtacles, —little doſt thou think what hidden 
e Wl caules, retard its operation I Haſt thou, Dr 
e. %%, —haſt thou been intruſted with the ſecret 
r- articles of the ſolemn treaty which has brought 
thee into this place ?—Art thou aware that, 
1 at this inſtant, a daughter of Lueing is put ob- 
ar ſtetrically over thy head? Alas !——'tis too 
nue. —Beſfides, great ſon of Pilumnus what 
cant thou do? Thou haſt come forth un- 
arm'd ;——thou haſt left thy 7ire-zete, thy 
new. invented forceps - thy crotchet—thy /quirt, 
and all thy inſtruments of ſalvation and deli- 
verance, behind thee.— By Heaven ! at this, 
moment they are hanging up in a green bays: 
bag, betwixt thy two piſtols, at the bed's 
lead !—-Ring,—-call ;—--ſend Obadiah back 
upon the coach-horſe to bring them with all 


ſpeed. : 1 5 
Make great haſte Obadiah, quoth my fa- 
RO y ; | ther, 
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ther, and I'll give thee a crown !—and quoth 
my uncle, Toby VII give him another. 


* 


4 H AP. XII. 


OUR ſudden and unexpected arrival, 
quoth my uncle Toby, addreſſing himſelk 


to Dr Siop, (all three of them fitting down to 


the fire together, as my uncle Toby began to 
{peak)—inſtantly brought the great Stevinui 


into my head, who, you muſt know, is a fa- 


vourite author with me. Then added my fa- 
ther, making aſe of the argument Ad Crume- 
nam,——T will lay twenty guineas to a ſingle 


crown- piece, (which will ferve to give away 


to Obadiah when he gets back) that this fame 
Stevinus was ſome engineer or other, —or has 
wrote ſomething or other, either directly or 
indirectly, upon the ſcience of fortification. 
He has ſo, replied my uncle Toby.—-1 
knew it, ſaid my father, though, for the ſoul 
of me, I cannot (ee. what kind of connection 
there can be betwixt Dr Slap ſudden coming, 
and a diſcourſe upon fortification ; vel l 
fear d it.— Talk of what we will 8 


or let the occaſion be never fo foreign or un. 


fit for the ſubject, you are ſure to bring it 
in. I would not, brother Toby, continued my 
father, —T declare I would not have my head 
ſo full of curtins and horn-works That I 


rupting 


dare ſay you would not, quoth Dr Slep, inter- 


rypting him, and laughing moſt immoderately 
Dennis the critic could not deteft and abhor 
a pun, or the inſinuation of a pun, more cor- 
dially than my father ;—he would grow teſty 
» Wl vpon it at any time ; but to be broke in upon 
i by one, in a ſerious diſcourſe, was as had, he 
0 Vvould ſay, as a fillip upon the noſe he ſaw 
O ² A (Ä i 2 8 £5 
8 Sir, quoth my uncle Toby, addreſſing hirn- 
elf to Dr Slap, the curtins my brother Shandy 
- nentions here, have nothing to do with bed- 
'- WH fcads ;—though,:I kyow Du Cange ſays, 
That bed-curtins, in all probability, have 
(taken their name from them; nor have 
the hornworks he ſpeaks of, any thing in the 
vorld to do with the horn-works of .cuck- 
oldom: but the Curtin, Sir, is the word we 
uſe in fortification, for that part of the wall or 
rampart which lies between the two baſtions, 
and joins them. —Beſiegers ſeldom offer te 
carry on their attacks directly againſt the cur- 
tin, for this reaſon, becauſe. they are ſo well 
janked,  ('Tis the caſe of other curtains, 
quoth Dr Slop, laughing.) However, conti- 
med my uncle Toby, to make them ſure, we 
generally chooſe to place ravelins before them, 
aking care only to extend them beyond the 
bfle or ditch: ;—— The common men, Who 
know very little of fortification, confound the 
avelin-and the half- moon together, -though 
bey are very different things not in their 
J oY - © Rees 
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figure or conſtruction, for we make them ex. 
actly alike, in all points; 
conſiſt of two faces, making a falient angle 
with the gorges, not ſtraight, but in form of a 
creſcent :>—W here then lies the difference; 
(quoth my father, a little teſtily.)—Jn their 
fituations, anſwered my uncle Toby :——For 
when a ravelin, brother, ſtands before the cur. 
tin, it is a ravelin; and when a ravelin ſtands 
before a baſtion, then the ravelin is not a ra. 
velin —it is a half-moon;—a half-moon like. 
wiſe is a half-moon, and no more, ſo long ag 
it ſtands before its baftion.;——but- was it to 
change place, and get before the curtin, — 
. *twould be no longer a half- moon; a half. 
moon, in that caſe, is not a half- moon; — tis 
no more than a ravelin.—I think, quoth my 
father, that the noble ſcience of defence has 
Its weak ſides—as well as other s. 
AQ s for the horn-work - — high! ho! 

ſigh'd my father) - which; continued my uncle 
Toby, my brother was ſpeaking of, they are 
a very-confiderable-part of an outwork ;—they 


are called by the French epgineers, Ouvrage a. 


corne, and we generally make them to cover 
ſuch places as we ſuſpe& to be weaker than 
the reſt';—tis formed by two epaulments or 
demibaſtions ;—they are very pretty,—and if 
you ee walk, Fil engage to ſhew you 
one well worth. your Seu own, conti- 
nued my uncle Toby, when we crown them, 


they are much ſtronger, but then they are very 


” 7 
[4 


; * 8 


for they always 


2 expenſive, 
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expenſive, and take up a great deal of ground, 
ſo that, in my opinion, the 7 are moſt of uſe 
to cover or defend the head of a camp; other- 


wiſe the double tenaille—By the mother who 


bore us! brother Toby, quoth my father, 
not able to hold out any longer, you would 

rov oke a ſaint ;——here have you got us, I 
5900 not how, not only ſouſe int6 the middle 
of the old ſab; ſect again; but ſo full is your 
head of theſe confobnded works, that though | 
my wife is this moment in the pains of labour, 
and you hear her cry out, yet ndthing will 
ſerve you but to carry off the man-midwife. 


| —Accouther,—if you pleaſe, quoth Dr Slop.— 


With all my heart, replied my' father, I don't 
care what they call you,—but Iwiſh the whole 
ſcience of fortification, with all its inventors, 
at the devil ;—it has been the death of thou- 
ſands, —and it will be mine in the end. i 
would not, I would not, brother Toby, have 
my brains ſo full of ſaps, mines, blinds, gabi- 
ons, palliſadoes, ravelins, half-moons, and 
ſuch trumpery, to be proprietor of Namur, 
and of all the towns in Flanders with it. 

My uncle Toby was a man patient of inju- 
nes';—not from want of courage, — I have cole 
jou in a former chapter, e that he was a man 
*of courage: ——And will add here, that 
where. juſt, occaſions preſented, or called it 
forth, I know no man under whoſe arm 1 
would have ſooner taken ſhelter;——nor did 
tis ariſe from any 1 or N 

| 2 o 
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of his intellectual parts ;—for he felt this in- 

ſult of my father's as feelingly as a man could 
do;—but he was of a peaceful, placid nature, 
Eno jarring element in it ;—all was mixed 

up ſo kindly within him, my uncle Toby had 
i {carce a heart to retaliate upon a fly. - 
. —Go—ſays he, one day at dinner, to an 
over-grown one which had buzzed about his 

noſe, and tormented him cruelly all dinner. 
time,—and which, after infinite attempts, he 

had caught at laſt as it flew by him;—1'll nat 

hurt thee, ſays my uncle Toby, riſing from his 

chair, and going acroſs the room with the fly 

in his hand, —T'll not hurt a hair of thy head: 

— Go, ſays he, Ming up the ſaſh, and open- 

ing his hand as he ſpoke, to let it eſcape ;— 

go, poor devil, get thee gone, why ſhould ! 
hurt thee ?—This world ſurely is wide enough 


to hold both thee and me. 5 
I was but ten years old when this happened: 
but whether it was, that the action itſelf was 
more in uniſon to my nerves at that age of 
pity, which inſtantly ſet my whole frame into 
one vibration of molt pleaſurable ſenſation:— 
or how far the manner and expreſſion of it 
might go towards it; —or in what degree, ot 
by vv hat ſecret magic, —a tone of voice, and 
harmony of movement, attuned by mercy, 
| end a paſſage to my heart, I know not; 
this 1 know, that the leſſon of univerſal 
good- will then taught and imprinted by my 
uncle Toby, has never fince been worn ott of 
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my mind: And tho' I would not depreciate 


what the ſtudy of the Literæ humaniores, at 


the univerſity, have done for me in that re- 
ſpect, or diſcredit the other helps of an expen- 


ſye education beſtowed upon me, both at home 
and abroad ſince; 


accidental impreſſion. 
This is to ſerve for parents and governors 
inſtead of a whole volume upon the ſubject. 


I could not give the reader this ſtroke in 
my uncle Toby's picture, by the inftrument, I 


with which I drew the other parts of it; 
that taking in no more than the mere HozBy- 
Hoks Ic AL likeneſs ;—this is a part of his mo- 


ral character. My father, in this patient en- 
durance of wrongs, which I mention, was very 
different, as the reader muft long ago have 
noted ; he had a much more acute and quick 
ſenlibility of nature, attended with a little 
ſoreneſs of temper: Though this never tranſ- 


ported him to any thing which looked like 


malignancy ;—yet. in the little rubs and vexa-_ 
tions of life, twas apt to ſhew itſelf in a drol- 
iſh and witty kind of peeviſhneſs He was, 


however, frank and generous in his nature; 
—at all times open to conviction; and in the 


little ebullitions of this ſubacid humour to- 


vards others, but particularly towards my un- 

tle Toby, whom he truly loved, he would 

eel more > pain, ten times told Lexceßt in the 
H l affair 


yet I often think that 1 
owe one half of my philanthropy to that one 
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affair of my aunt Dinab, or where an hypothe- 
ks was concerned) than what he ever gave. 
The characters of the two brothers, in this 
view of them, 2 75 55 light upon each other, 
and faden with great advantage in this af- 
fair which roſe about Stevinus. 
I need not tell the reader, if he keeps a 
Hozsy-Horst,—that a man's Hossy-Hoxss 
is as tender a part, as he has about him; and 
that theſe unprovoked ſtrokes at my uncle 
Toby s, could not be unſelt by him. No:. 
as J ſaid above, my uncle Taby did feel them, 
and very ſenſibly too. 1 


= Pray, Sir, what {aid he? How did he be- 
>  have?—D, Sir!—it was great: For as ſoon as 
my father had. done inſulting his Hossy- 
Horsz,—he turned his head without the leaſt 
emotion, from Dr Sieb, to whom he was ad- 
dreſſing his diſcourſe, and looking up into my 
father's face, with a countenance ſpread over 
with ſo much good- nature; ſo placid ; — 

. To fraternal ; — ſo inexpreſſibly tender towards 
bim: i penetrated my father to his heart: | 
He roſe up haſtily from his chair, and ſeizing 

hold of both my uncle Toby's hands as he 
ſpoke: Brother Toby, ſaid he,—l beg thy 
pardon; — forgive, I pray thee, this raſh hu- 
mour which my mother gave me.-—My dear, 
dear brother, anſwered my uncle Toby, riſing 

up by my father's help, ſay no more about it; 
—you are heartily. welcome, had it been ten 
times as much, brother. But tis ungenerous, 

. '- e replied 


* 


replied . Ler, to hurt any man; — a bro- 
ther worſe; —— bat to hurt a brother of ſuch 
gentle manners, —ſo unprovoking, and ſo 
vateſenting:— tis baſe :——By Heaven, tis 
cowardly.—You are heartily welcome, bro- 
ther, quoth my uncle Toby, had it been 
fifty times as much.—Beſides, what have I to 


do, my dear Toby, cried my father, either with 


jour amuſements or your pleaſures, unleſs it 
was in my power (which it is not) to increaſe 
W 4 5 

Brother Shandy, anſwered my uncle 


Tay, looking wiſtfally in his face,. yo 


ire much miſtaken in this point: for you do 
inereaſe my pleaſure very much, in begetting 
children for the Shandy family at your time of 
life. But, by that, Sir, quoth Dr Slap, Mr 


Handy increaſes his own. Not a jot, quoth 
my father. | | 


+ 


3 . 
F ©. 


CHAP. XI. 


5 8 


r brother does it, quoth my uncle Toby, 


L out of principle.— In a family way, I ſup- 


pole, quoth Dr Slop.—Pſhaw !——faid my fa- 


cher, —ßtis not worth talking of. 
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CHAP. uv. 


T the end of the laſt en my father 
and my uncle Toby were left both ſtand- 
mg, like Brutus and Caſſius at the cloſe of the 
ſcene, making up their accounts. 

As my father ſpoke the three laſt words, — 
he ſat down ;—my uncle Toby exactly follow- 
ed his example; only, that before he took his 
chair, he rung the bell, to order Corporal 
Trim, who was in waiting, to ſtep home for 
Stevinus ; my uncle Toby's houſe being no far. 
ther off than the oppoſite ſide of the way. 


Some men would bave dropped the ſabjet 
6 Ste vinu ; but my uncle Toby had no re. 


ſentment in his heart, and he went on with 
the ſubject, to ſhew my father chat he had 
none. 

Your. ſudden appearance, Dr Shop, quoth 
my uncle, reſuming the diſcourſe, inſtantly 
brought Stevinus into my head. (My father, 
you may be ſure, did not offer to lay any more 
wagers upon Stevinus's head. )—Becauſe, con- 
rinued my uncle Toby, the celebrated failing 
Chariot, which belonged to Prince Maurice, 
and was of ſuch wonderful contrivance and 
velocity, as to carry half a dozen people thirty 
German miles, in I don't know how few mi- 
nutes, -was invented by Stevinus, that — 
mathematician and engineer. 

on. might have ſpared your ſervant the 


trouble, 


trouble, quoth Dr Sp (as the fellow is lame) 
of going for Stevinus's account of it; becauſe 
in my return from Leyden through the Hague, 
| walked as far as Schevling, which is two lang 
miles, on purpoſe to take a view of it. 
That's nothing, replied my uncle Toby, to 


what the learned Peireſtius did, who walked a 


matter of five hundred miles, reckoning from 


Paris to Schevling, and from Schevling to Paris 
back again, in order to ſee it, ——and nothing 


elfe. | 5 


ww 27 » 


The more fool Peireſtius, replied Dr Sep. 
But mark, twas out of no contempt of Peireſ< _ 


ry 992 
70 


kius at all; 


love for the ſciences, reduced the exploit of 
Dr Slop, in that affair, to nothing: — the more 


fool Peireſtius, ſaid he again. Why ſoꝰ = 


replied my father, taking his brother's part, 


not only to make reparation as faſt as he could 
5 | | 3 > ES | ”» — nr 
for the inſult he had given him, which ſat fill 


upon my father's mind; hut e Coin 

| really to intereſt himſelf in 
the diſcourſe ——Why ſo?—ſaid he. Why 
is Peirefkius, or any man elſe, to be abuſed for 


my father began really to intereſt him 


an appetite for that, or any other morſel of 


ſound knowledge? For notwithſtanding 1 
know nothing of the chariot in queſtion, con- 
tinued he, the inventor of it muſt have had 
à very mechanical head: and tho* I cannot 


gueſs upon what principles of philoſophy he 


3 has 
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Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. + 


but that Peiręſtius's indefatiga - 
ble labour in trudging ſo far on foot, out of 
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has atchieved it; yet certainly his ma. 
chine has been conſtructed upon fol | 
be they what they will, or it could not haye 
anſwered at the rate my brother mentions. 

It anſwered, replied my uncle Toby, as well, 
if not better; for, as Peireſtius elegantly ex. 
preſſes it, ſpeaking of the velocity of its mo. 


tion, Tam cuts erat, quam erat ventus : which, 


unleſs I have forgot my Latin, is, ihat it wa; 
as fwift as the wind ſelf. Þ ©” 5 
But pray, Dr Slap, quoth my father, inter- 
*#upting my uncle (though not without beg. 
ging pardon for it, at the ſame time) upon 
What principles was this ſelf-ſame chariot ſet 


a- going? Upon very pretty principles to be 


f 


* 2 


not only be in 


> 


ſure, replied Dr Sop:——And I have often 
wondered, continued he, evading the queſ- 
tion, why none of our gentry, who live upon 
large plains like this of ours, —— (eſpecially 
they whoſe wives are not paſt child-bearing) 
attempt WG of this kind; for it would 
initely expeditious upon ſud- 
den calls, to which the ſex is ſubject, —if the 
wind only ſerved,— but would be excellent 
good huſbandry to make uſe of the winds, 
Which coſt nothing, and which eat nothing, 
rather than horſes, which (the devil take em) 
both coſt and cat 8 great deal. * 
For that very reaſon, rephed my father, 
* becauſe they coſt nothing, and becauſe they 
* eat nothing, the ſcheme is bad ;—it1s the 
conſumption of our products, as well as the 
T, . manufactures 


d ones, 


chem + 
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manufactures of them, which gives bread to 
the hungry, circulates trade—--brings in mo- 
ney, and ſupports the value of our lands ;— 


and though, I own, if 1 was a Prince, I would 
generouſly recompenſe the ſcientific head 


which | broughe forth ſuch contrivances· 
yet I would as peremptorily ſupprels the uſe 


My father here had got into his element, 


and was going on as profperouſly with his diſ- 


ſertation upon trade, as my uncle Toby had 
before, upon his of fortification: but to the 
loſs of much ſound knowledge, the deftmies 


in the morning had decreed that no diſſerta- 


tion of any kind ſhould be ſpun by my fither 
that day ;—for as he opened his mouth ta be- 
ginzhe nere entesee TT 


CHAP. xv. 


IN popped Corporal Trim with Stevintt ;— 
1 But 'twas too late, —all the diſcourſe had 
been exhauſted without him, and was running 


. 


Lou may take the book home again, 


Trim, ſaid my uncle Toby, nodding to him. 


* * 


But prithee, Corporal, quoth my father, 


drolling,. look firſt into it, and ſee if thou 
eanſt ſpy aught of a failing chariot in it. 


Corporal Trim, by being in the ſervice, had 
learned to obey, —and not to remonſtrate ;— 


ſo taking the book to a ſide- table, and running 
5 3355 over 
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over the leaves; An' pleaſe your Honour, 
ſaid Trim, I can ſee no ſuch thing; —however, 
continued the Corporal, drolling a little in his 
turn, I'll make ſure work of it, an' pleaſe 
your Honour; ſo taking hold of the two 
covers of the book, one in each hand, and 
- letting the leaves fall down, as he bent the 
covers bagk, he h the book a e ſound 
hake. 

There is omething Glen, a 5 
faid Trim, an' pleaſe your Honour; but it is 
not a chariot, or any thing like one: Pri- 
thee, Corporal, ſaid: my father, ſmiling, what 
is it then? —1 think, anſwered Trim, ſtooping 
to take it up. tis more like a ſermon,— 
for it begins with a text of ſeripture, and the 
chapter and verſe :—and then goes on, not as 
a Chariot, but like a ſermon directly. 

The company ſmiled. 

I cannot conceive how it is poſſible, quoth 
my uncle Toby, for ſuch a thing as a ſermon 
to have got into my Stevinus., 

en tis a ſermon, replied Trim . if 
1 pile your Honours, as it is a fair hand, I 
will read you a page; for Trim, you muſt 
know, loved to hear himſelf read almoſt a8 


well as talk. 


I have ever a \ ſtrong 1 Gi my * 


ther, to look. 3 into things which croſs my way 


by ſuch ſtrange fatalities as theſe and as we 
have nothing better to do, at leaſt till Obadiah 


gets back, 1 ſhall be oats to you, ae 


* 


1 * y 


Q 1 


2 t- ym .,Q 


Or TRISTRAM SHANDY. I8r 
if Dr Slop has no objection to it, to order the 
Corporal to give us a page or two of it, —if 
he is as able to do it, as he ſeems willing. 
An' pleaſe your Honour, quoth Trim, I offi- 
ciated two whole campaigns, in Flanders, as 
clerk to the chaplain of the regiment.—He 
can read it quoth my uncle Toby, as well as 
can. Trim, 1 aſſure you was the beſt ſcholar 
in my company, and ſhould haye had the next 
halberd, but for the poor fellow's misfortune. 
Corporal Trim laid his hand upon his heart, 
and made an humble bow to his maſter;—then 
laying down his hat upon the floor, and taking 
up the ſermon in his left hand, in order to 
have his right at liberty, —he advanced, no- 
thing doubting, into the middle of the room, 
where he could beſt ſee, and be beſt ſeen by 


„ A FT my I» © 
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his audience. 

VTV 
a 3 If you have any objection, laid my 
f father, addreſſing himſelf to Dr Slop. Not in 
the leaft, replied Dr $/-p—for it does not ap- 
8 


Wo 


pear on which ſide of the queſtion it is wrote; 
—it may be a compoſition of a divine of our 
church, as well as yours, ——lo that we run e- 
quatTifks.———Tis wrote upon neither fide, 
quoth Trim, for *tis only upon Conſcience, an” 
phaſe your; Hongutso 537 iphone eng 
Trim's reaſon put his audience into good 
humour, —-all but Dr Slap, who turning his 
9 7 N head 
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head about towards 2 rim, looked a little an- 


* Begin, ks te. Meets diſtinctly, quoth 

father. —I will, an' pleaſe your Honour, 
replied: the Corporal, making a bow, and be-. 
ſpeaking Atention n a h movement of 
ä His PRs” ane 


we HA 7. xv II. | 


But before the Corporal begins, I 
wag. firſt give you a . deſcription of his atti- 


tude ;—otherwiſe he will naturally. ſtand re- | 


preſented, by your imagination, in an uneaſy 
poſture, — ſtiff.— · perpendicular, dividing 
the weight of his body equally. upon both 
legs —his eye fixed, as if on duty ;—his look 
determined rere the ſermon i in his left 
hand, like his firelock.— In a word, you would 
be apt to paint Tim, as if he was ſtanding 
in his platoon ready for action. — His attitude 
Was as unlike all this as you can conceive. | 
He ſtood before them with his body ſwayed, 
and bent forwards juſt ſo far, as to make an 
angle of 85 degrees and a half upon the plane 
of the horizon; which ſound orators, to 
whom I addreſs this, know very well to be 
the true perſuaſive angle of incidence; —in 
any other angle you may talk and preach 
tis certain ;-—and it is done every day 
but with what e 1 Ns the Ke to 


mdget ', ? 
3 * The 
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The neceſſity of this preciſe angle of 85 de- 
grees and a half to a mathematical exactneſs, 
- does it not ſhew us, by the way, how 
the arts and ſciences mutually befriend each 
other? 

How the duce Corporal Trim, who "FARE 
not ſo much as ay acute angle from an obtuſe 
one, came to hit it ſo exactly; or whether it 
was chance or nature, or good ſenſe or imita- 
tion, Ic. ſhall be commented upon in that 

part of the cyclopædia of arts and ſciences, 
1 5 the inſtrumental parts of the eloquence 
of the ſenate, the pulpit, and the bar, the 
coffee · houſe, the bed-chamber, and PRs | 
fall under conſideration. 

He ſtood, — for I repeat it, to take the pic- 
ture of him in at one view, with his 54% 


ſwayed; and ſomewhat bent forwards, —his 


718 leg from under him, ſuſtaining leven⸗ 
G rm of his whole weight - the foot of bis 
leg, the defect of which; was no diſadvan- 

hes e to his attitude, advanced: a little, not 
* nor forwards, but in a line betwixt 
them; ;—his knee bent, but that not violently, 
but ſo as to fall within the limits of the line 
of beauty and I add, of the line of ſcience 
too; for conſider it had one eighth -part of 
his. body. to bear up ſo that in this caſe, the 


Poſition of the leg is determined, —becauſe 


the foot could be no farther advanced, or the 
knee more W than what wow! allow him 
mecha- 
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mechanically to receive an eighth part of his 
whole weight under it, and to carry it too. 

oF This 1 recommend to painters ;—need [ 
add,—to orators! I think not; for unleſs 
they practiſe it, they muſt fall upon their 
noſes. 

So much for Cheat Trim's body and legs. 
—He held the ſermon looſely, not careleſsly, in 

his left hand, raiſed .fomething above his ſto. 
mach, and detached a little from his breaſt ;— 
his right arm falling negligently by his ſide, ag 
nature and the laws of gravity ordered it, — 
but with the palm of it open and turned to- 
wards his audience, ready to aid the ſentiment 

in caſe it ſtood in need. _ 

Corporal Trim's eyes and the wuleles of os 
face were in full harmony with the other parts 
of him he looked frank, —unconftrained, — 
ſomething aſſured but not bordering upon 
_ alfurance. 

Let not the critic. aſk how Corporal Trin 
could come by all this. ——Tve told him it 
fhould be explained 80 ſo he ſtood before 
my father, my uncle T, oby, and Dr Shop, —10 
fwayed his body, fo contraſted his limbs, and 
with fuch an oratorical ſweep throughout the 
whole figure, —a ſtatuary might have model. 
led from it ;—nay, I doubt whether the oldeſt 
Fellow of a College, —or the Hebrew Profel- 
for himſelf, could have much mended it. 


Trim made a bow, and read às follows: 
. 5 The 
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e. we truſt we baue a good Conſcience. 
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"RUST t: 1 -Truſt we have a good 
6 5 "ge a 
[Certainly, Trim, quoth my father, inter- 


— rupting him, you give that ſentence a very _ 
. improper accent; for you curl up your noſe, 
man, and read it with ſuch a ſneering tone, 
Wai the Parſon was going to abuſe the By 


poſtie.. 
He 1 is, an ' pleaſe your Hour, replied Trim,” 
_ WJ Pugh! aid my father ſmiling. 
1 Sir, quoth, Dr Shop, Trim is certainly | in the 
right; for the writer (who I perceive is a Pro- 
teſtant) by the ſnappiſn manner in which he 
takes up the apoſtle, is certainly going to a 
buſe him; if this treatment of him has not 
done it already. But from whence, replied my 
father, have you concluded ſo ſoon, Dr — 
chat the writer is of our church? for aught 
Lean ſee yet, he may be of any church. — Be- 
| cauſe; anſwered Dr $/op, if he was of ours, —he 
durſt no tore take ſuch a licence, than a 
hear by his beard:— Elf, in our communion, 
Sir, a man was to inſult an apoſtle, —a faint, 
or even che paring of a ſaint's nail, —-he 
. would 
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would have his eyes ſcratched out. What, 
by the faint? quoth my uncle Toby.—No, re. 
plied Dr Slag, he would have an old houſe 
over his head. —Pray, is the Inquiſition an an- 
cient building, anſwered my uncle Toby, or is 


it a modern one 1 know nothing of archi. 


tecture, replied Dr Sion. — An' pleaſe your Ho. 


nours, quoth Trim, the Inquifition is the vileſt 


Prithee ſpare thy deſcription, Trim, I hate 
the very name of it, ſaid my father. No mat. 
ter for that, anſwered Dr Slap, it has its uſes; 
for though I am no great advocate for it, yet, 
in ſuch a caſe as this, he would ſoon-be taught 


better manners; and I can tell him, if he went 
on at that rate, would, be flung into the In- 


quiſition for his pains.— God help him, then, 
voth my uncle Teby, Amen, added Trim; 


for Heaven aboye knows, 1 haye a poor bro- 
tber who has been fourteen years a captive in 
it never heard one ward of it before, ſaid 


my uncle Toby, haſtily: How came he there, 


 Trim?—O, Sir! the ſtory will make your heart 
bleed, Has it has made mine a thouſand times; 


but it is too long to be told now; your 
Honoyr fhall hear it from. firſt to laſt ſome day 
When I am working beſide you in our fortifi- 


catiens:— But the ſhort of the ſtory is this; 
hat my brother Tom went over a ſervant 
10 Liſbon, —and then married a Jew's widow, 


who kept a ſmall ſhop, and fold ſauſages, 
which ſomehow or other was the canſe of his 
being taken in the middle of the night 2 * 

oe | | is 


8. 
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his bed, where he was lying with his wife and 
two ſmall children, and carried directly to 
the Inquiſition, where, God help him, conti- 
nued Trim, fetching a ſigh from the bottom of 
his heart,—the poor honeſt lad lies confined 
at this hour: he was as honeſt à ſoul, added 
Trim, (pulling out his handkerchief) as ever 
blood warmed. 

—The tears trickled down Trin's | cheeks 
faſter. than he could well wipe them away. 
A dead filence in the room enſued. for ſome. 
minutes.—Certain proof of pity ? 

Come, Trim, quoth my father, after he ſaw 
the poor fellow's griet had got a little vent 
read on, —and put this melancholy ſtory ont 
of thy head :I grieve that I interrupted | 
thee ; but prithee begin the ſermon again 
tor if the firſt ſentence in it is matter of abuſe 
as thou ſayeſt, I have a great defire to know. 
what kind of eee the apoſtle has gi- 
8 

Corporal Trim wiped his lack, and returned. 
his handkerchief into his pocket, and, ma- 
ling a bow as he did it, —he _ again.) 
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The SERMON. 


CRE Fe F aaa xiii, 18. 


0 er we x truſt we have a goed Conſcience, 


'RUST ! * we have a good conſci- 
ence ! Surely, if there is any thing in 
af! al life which a man may depend upon, 
and to the knowledge of which he is capa- 


<© ble of arriving upon the moſt indiſputable 


* evidence, it muſt be this very thing, — 

* whether he bas a good conſcience or no.“ 
[O(Q am poſitive I am right, quoth Dr Sap. 
a+ If Ay man thinks at all, he cannot well be 

7 ſtranger to the true ſtate of this accompt; 

he muſt be privy to his own thoughts 


«© and deſires; he muſt remember his paſt pur- 
« fuits, and know certainly the true ſprings 


&« and motives which, in general, have govern- 
« ed the actions of his life.” 


[I defy him, without an afſiſtant, quoth Dr 


„In other matters we may be deceived by 


4 falſe appearances; and, as the wiſe man 


% complains, © hardly do we gueſs aright at 
& the things that are upon the earth, and with 


N labour do we find the things that are before 


% Us. But here the mind has all the evidence 


e and facts within herſelf ;——is conſcious of 


© the web ſhe has wove —knows its texture 
cc 
and 


3 
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very terms of the propofition, 
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© and fineneſs, and the exact ſhare which 

every paſſion has had in working upon the 

« ſeveral deſigns which virtue or vice has 
© planned before her.?“ 

[The language is good, and I declare Trim 
reads very well, quoth my father. ] 

% Now, —as conſcience is nothing elſe but 
© the knowledge which the mind has within 
« herſelf of this; and the judgment, either 
« of approbation or cenſure, which it unavoid- 
% ably makes upon the ſucceſſive actions of 
e our lives; tis plain, you will ſay, from the 
Whenever 
*« this inward teſtimony goes againſt a man, 
« and he ſtands ſelf. accuſed, that he muſt 
© neceſſarily be a guilty man.— And, on the 


* contrary, when the report is farohrable on 


* his. ide, and his heart condemns him not; 
„chat it is not a matter of truſt, as the 
v apoſtle intimates, but a matter of . certainty 
and fact, that the conſcience 1s good, and 
that the man mult be good alſo. 
[Thea the apoſtle is altogether in the wrong, 
[ ſuppoſe, quoth Dr Slop, and the Proteſtant 
divine is in the right ?—Sir, have patience, 
replied. my father, 2 r I think it will preſently: 
appear that St Paul and the Proteſtant divine 
are both of an opinion. — As nearly ſo, quoth 
Dr $lop, as eaſt is to weſt; but this, con- 
tiaued he, lifting both hands, comes from the 
liberty . 
It is no o more, at the worſt, replied my uncle 
14 duets, as 


| 
? 
* 
ay 
2 
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; Toby, than the liberty of the pulpit ; for it 


does not appear that the ſermon is printed, or 
„%%% 
Go on, Trim, quoth my father. ] 
& At firſt fight this may ſeem to be a true 


(0 ſtate of the caſe; and 1 make no doubt but 


te the knowledge of right and wrong is ſo tru. 
« ly imprefſed'upon the mind of man,—that 
& did no ſuch thing ever happen, as that the 


t conſcience of a'man, by long habits of fin, 


© might (as the ſcripture aſſures it may) inſen- 
« fibly become hard ; and, like ſome tender 
es parts of his body, by much ſtreſs and con. 
« tinual hard uſage, lofe by degrees that nice 


4 ſenſe and perception with which God and 
© nature endowed it: Did this never happen; 


© —or was it certain that ſelf-love could never 
* hang the leaſt bias upon the judgment; 
* or that the little intereſts below could riſe 
* up and perplex the faculties of our upper 
* regions, and encompaſs them about with 
£ clouds and thick darkneſs; Could no ſuch 
thing as favour and affe&ion enter this ſa- 
% cxed Court ;—Did Wrr difdain to take a 
£ bribe in it or was aſhamed to ſhew its 
face as an advocate for an unwarrantable 


50 enjoyment: Or, laſtly, were we aſſured that 
ce INTERESTT ſtood always unconcerned whilſt 


ce the cauſe was hearing—and that Paſſion ne- 
6 ver got into the judgment- ſeat, and pro- 
£ nounced ſentence in the ſtead of Reaſon, 


which is ſuppoſed always to preſide and de- 


6 termine 


9 
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« termine upon the caſe: —Was this truly ſo, 
as the objection mult ſuppoſe ;—no doubt 
« then the religious and. moral ſtate of a man | 
«ould be exactly what he himfelt eſteemed | 
ne and the guilt. or. innocence of every. 
& man's life could be known, in general, by 
no better meaſure, than the degrees of his 
« own approbation and cenſure. s 
he 1 own, in one caſe, whenever a man's 
of conſcience does accuſe him (as it ſeldom 
n. MW © crrs on that fide) that he is guilty ; and, 
ler“ unleſs in melancholy and hypocondriac ca- 
n. “ ſes, we may ſafel 1 #5 nounce upon it, that 
co (there is always ſufficient grounds, for the 
nd © accuſation, 
n: But the converſe of the propofition . 
er not hold true namely, that whenever 
chere is guilt, the conſclence muſt accuſe ;. 
ic. and if it does not, that A man 1s therefore 
Ver innocent. This is not fat——S0 that 
ih the common conſolation which ſome good 
25 4chrilttan, or other is hourly adminiſtering 
to himſelf, that he thanks God his mind 
8 Jes not miſgive him; and that, conſe- 
„ quently, he has a good conſcience, becauſe 
* he hath a quiet oneg—is fallacious and as 
current as the inference 1 is, and as infallible - 
as the rule appears at firſt ſigbt, yet when 
you look nearer to it, and try the truth of 
7 chis rule upon plain facts, you fee it liable 
* to ſo much error from a falſe application; 
e * upon which: it goes fo 1 
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< ten perverted;—the Whole force of it loſt, 
cc and ſometimes ſo vilely caſt away, that it 


c js painful to produce the common examples 


& from human life, which confirm the account: 
A man ſhall be vicious and -utterly-de- 
& bavched in his principles j—exceptionable 
e jn his conduct to the world ;a—ſhalt live, 


15 ſhameleſs, 1n'the open commiſſion of a fin 


<« which no reaſon or pretence can juſtify, 
4e A fin by which, contrary to/all the kings 
&* of Rs he ſhall ruin for ever che de- 


40 luded partner of bis guilt; rob her of her 


« beſt dowry ; and not only. oe cover her own 
& head with diſnonour, - but involve a Whole 
£ yirtuous family an ſhame and ſorrow for het 
T ſake. ö Surely, you Will think eonfcience 
e muſt lead ſuch a man a troubleſome life; 


e be can have no reſt: night of day from 1 its 


< reproaches. „ 
„ Alas! Conterexc had Web hing elle to 


4 do all this time, than break-in upon him: 


« As Elijab, reproached the god Baal, this 


5 domeſtic god was either talking, or pur- 
66 ſuing, or was in a Journey; or peradven- 


« ture he flept, and could not be awoke.” 


6 Perhaps HER was gone out in company 
ce with HorouRx to fight a duel,” to pay off 


« ſome debt at play, —or dirty annuity, the 


68 * bargain. of his luſt Perhaps CottsciExcE 

4 all this time Was engaged at. home, talking 
ec loud againſt petty larcen ach and. executing 
oo eng. grid * ſome * 


ä crimes as 


8 3. 4 E 
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© his fortune and rank in life ſecured him a- 
« gainſt all temptation of committing ; ſo that 
© he lives as merrily”*—{ If he was of our 
church, though, quoth Dr Slop, he could not] 
« —flceps as ſoundly in his.bed;—and at laſt 
meets death as unconcernedly, ——perhaps 
« much more ſo, than a much better man.“ 
[All this is impoffible with us, quoth Dr 
dp, turning to my father,—the cale could 
not happen in our church.——It hap; ens in 
ours, however, replied my father, but too of. 
ten, I own, quoth Dr Siep, (ſtruck a little 
wh my father's frank acknowledgment)—— _ 
that a man in the Ronyfſb church may live as 
badly; bu then he cannot eaſily die fo.— 
Tis little matter, replied my father, with an 
.. {War of indiffercnce,—how a raſcal dies. 
ts WI mean, anſwered Dr Sep, he would be denied 
de benefits of the laſt ſacraments.— Pray 
to bow many bave you in all, ſaid my uncle To- 
: : — for 1 always foxgei ? Seven, anſwered 
i; r Sp. —Humpb l- ſaid my uncle Toby ;— 
-. bough not accented as a note of acquieſcence, 
n. but as an interjection of that particular ſpe - 
aes of ſurprigze, when a man, in looking into 
ny a drawer, finds more of a thing than he ez- 
of Neected.—— Humph ! replied my uncle Toby. 


Toby as well as if he had wrote a whole vos 
lime againſt the ſeven facramems,—Humpl'} 
replied Dr $lop, (ſtating my uncle Toby's ar- 
pument over again to him) Why, Sir, are 


Dr Slop, who had an ear, underſtood my uncle. 
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* 
there not ſeven cardinal virtues — Mt 
mortal ſinsꝰ . Seven golden candleſticks— “ 
Seven heavens? ' Tis more than I know, re. M* x 
plied my uncle Toby. - Are there not ſeven 0 
wonders of the world Seven days of ther 
creation? — Seven planets? Seven plagues ?M* n 
bat chere are, quoth my father with ai 
moſt affected gravity. But prithee, continued M* it 
be, goon with the reſtof thy characters, Trin. Nn 
Another is ſordid, unmerciful,“ (here 
Trim waved his right hand) & ſtrait heart. Ne 
ed, ſelfiſh wretch, incapable either of pii- “e 
6 vate friendſhip or public ſpirit. Take no- f 
“ tice how he paſſes by the widow and or- f 
* phan i in their diſtreſs, and ſees all the mi- Ib 
“ ſeries incident to human life without a ſighM* .n 
or a prayer.” PA pleaſe your Honours, t. 
cried Trim, I think this is a viter man than o 
rhe 3 51 ir s Ku 
_- 6, Shall not en ce En up Peary ſting Mc: 
© him on ſuch occaſions 3 thank God tr 
there is no occaſion; I pay every man his f 
7 own 3 I have no fornication to anſwer to a 
. % my conſcience ;—no faithleſs vows or pro- 1 
3 miſes to make up;—l have debauched no it 
c man's wife or child; thank God, I am not { 
es as other men, adulterers, unjuſt, or even ercl 
-£© as this Hbertine, who ſtands before me. aye, 
A third is crafty and deſigning 1 in his na- heac 
ec ture. View his: whole life — tis nothing 
£ but a cunning contexture of dark arts and cup 
char 


. N uns quitable tu ubrerfuges, ** to defeat 
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rl U true intent of all laws. plain: dealing, 
and the ſafe enjoyment, of our ſeveral pro- 
re. “ perties—You will ſee ſuch a one working 
ven out a frame of little deſigns upon the 1 igno- 
tel rance and perplexities of the poor and 
es) N(needy man —ſhall raiſe a fortune upon the 
nag inexperience, of a youth, or the unſuſpect- 
ved ing temper, of his friend, who would have 
m. f ruſted. him with be be. . 

gere When old age comes on, and repentance 
art. 0 calls bim to look back. upon this black ac- 
pri. “ count, and ſtate it over again with his con- 
no- ſcienceCoxsciExxck looks into the STA- 
or-M*-10735 AT LARGE finds no expreſs law 
mi. broken by what he has done ;—Peiceives 
ſigh 410 penalty or ne of 18 oods and chat- 
urs, tels incurred; ſees no cqurge waving 
han over. his head, or priſon opening its gates 

“upon him What is there to affrigbt his 

ting ( conſcience ?—Conſcience has got ſafely en- 
Jod trenched behind the Letter of the Laws 
bis ats there invulnetable, fortified with Cacgs 
o and REPORTS ſo ſtrongly on all ſides, — | 
pro- L that it ĩs not preaching. can diſpoſſeſs it of 
no its hold.“ 

not Here Corporal Tim and my uncle Toby 
even exchanged looks with each other —Ayc,— 
we, Trim. quoth my uncle Toby, ſhaking his 
lead, — theſe are but ſorry fortifications, rim. 
0 very poor work, anſwered Trim, to 
what. your Honour and 1 make of it. =The | 
PR, of this e „ laid Dr. Slap, inter 
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rupting Trim, is more deteſtable than all the 
reſt; and ſeems to have been taken from 
ſome pettifogging Lawyer amongſt you 
Amongſt us, a man's conſcience could not 
poſſibly continue fo long blinded,— three 


times in a year, at leaſt, he maſt go to con- 


feſſion. Will chat reſtore it to ſight? quoth 


my uncly Thy. — G0 on, Trim, quoth iny fa- 


ther, or Obadiab will have got back before 
thou haſt got to the end of thy ſermon.— Tis 
a very ſhort one, replied Trim.— willy it was 
longer, quoth my uncle Toby, for I like it 
hugely.— Trim went — een ee 


A fourth man ſhall want even this re- 


t fage ;—ſhall break through all this cere- 
% mony of flow chicane ; — ſcorns the doubt- 
ful workings of ſecret plots and cautious 
trains to bring about his purpoſe: See the 
*©barefaced villain, how he cheats, lies, per- 
4, jures, robs, murders - Horrid But in- 
% deed much better was not to be expected, 
*© in the preſent caſe - the poor man was in 
< the dark !—his prieſt had got the keeping 


% know of it; was, That he muſt believe in 
«« the Pope go to Maſs ;—crofs-himſelf ;— 
© tell his beads; - be a good Catholic, and 
that this, in all conſcience; was enough to 


s carry him to heaven — What if he per- 


2 


r jures!—- Why, —he had a mental reſervation 


c in it.— But if he is ſo wicked and abandon- 


if he 
ff robs, 


; | 288 


ed a wretch as you repreſent him; 


„ 
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t robs,-if he ſtabs, will not conſcience, on 
cc every ſuch act, receive a wound itſelf?— 
s Pg non the man has carried it to con- 
« feſſion ; the wound digeſts there, and will 
„do well enough, and in a ſhort time be 
quite healed up by abſolution. O Popery l 
« what haſt thou: to anſwer for ? when, not 
© content; with the too many natural and fa- 
6 tal ways, through which the heart of man 
16 js every day thus treacherous to itſelf above 
all. chings, thou haſt wilfully ſet open this 


s wide gate of deceit before the face of this 
„ unwary traveller, too 


** go aſtray of himſelf; and confidently ſpeak - 


apt, God knows, to 


4.5 peace 10 himſelf, when there is no peace Þ - 

Of this, the common inſtances which Þ 
Ae bave drawn out of life, are too natorious to 
« require much evidence. H any man doubts 
« the reality of them, or thinks it impoſſible 


«5. for à man to be. uch a but bie to himſelt, 
«© + muſt refer him a moment to his own 


10 reflections, and will e venture 10 ng 


3h no appeal with his own heart. 


him conſider in how Aa: a 5 er 


40 ok deteſtation, numbers of wicked actions 


** ſtand: zbere, though equally bad and vicious 


tin their own.natures ;——he will ſoon find 


© that ſuch of them as ſtrong inclination and 
e cuſtom have prompted: bim to commit, are 

generally dreſſed out and painted with all 
ec the falſe beauties. which a ſoft and a flatter- 


Aa 8 hand can give them — and that the 


I 3 1 "8 ** others, 
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2 others, to which he feels no propenſity; ap- 
«© pear, at once, naked and deformed, ſur- 
*< rounded: with all the true circumſtances of 
«folly and diſhonour. 209 
When David ſurpriſed Saul being} in 
<« the cave, and cut off the ſkirt of his Lobe 
we read his heart ſmote him for what he 
% had done But in the matter of Uriah, 
where a faithful and gallant ſervant; whom 
„ he ought to have loved and honoured,' fel! 
ec to make way for his luſt, — Where con- 
« ſcience had ſo much greater reaſon to take 
s the alarm, his heart tmore' him not. A 
hole year had almoſt paſſed from the firſt 
& commiſſion of that crime, to the time Na. 
than was ſent to reprove him; and we read 
e not once of the leaſt ſorrow or compunc- 
„ tion of heart which he teſtified, during all 
e that time, for what he had don 
Fbus conſcience, this once able monitor, 
placed on high as a judge within us, and 
intended by our Maker as a juſt and equit- 
ce able one too, by an unhappy train of 
* caùſes and impediments, takes often ſuch 
imperfect cognizance of what paſſes,— 
does its office ſo negligently; — ſometimes 
cc ſo corraptly,—— that it is not to be truſted 
4 alone; and therefore we find there is a ne- 
2 ceſlity, an abſolute neceſſity, of joming ano- 
* ther principle with it to aid, if not erz, 
its determinations. 
Ez 6 So that 1 vou would form. a Juſt zudg⸗ 
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ment of what is of infinite importance to 


you not to be miſled in, — namely, in what 


« degree, of real merit you ſtand either, as an. 
« honeſt man, an uſeful citizen, a faithful 


£ ſubject to your king, or a good ſeryant to 


„your God, —call in religion and morality. 
60 e en een e is written in the las of 
“God Ho readeſt thou ?—Conſult calm 
“ reaſon and the unchangeable obligations of 
{juſtice and truth; hat ſay they ? 

Let CONSCIENCE. determine ihe. matter 


*,ypon.theie reports and then if thy heart 


* condemns thee, not, which. is the caſe the 
* apoſtle ſuppoſes, the rule will be infal-, 
6 ble; [Here Dr Slop fell aſleep 
«© 2hou: wilt have confidence towards God :; that 
is, have juſt grounds. to believe the gudg-- 

ment thow-halt paſt upon thyſelf, is thejudg- 


25 ment of God; and nothing elſe but an an- 


e ticipation of that righteous ſentence Which 
„will be pronounced upon thee hereafter by 
77 chat Being, to whom thou art finally to R 

an account of thy actions. | | 
„ Blefled-is the man, indeed, then, 45 the 
author of the book of Eccle/i.z/ticus exprelſes. 


it, who is not pricked with, the multitude: 
of his fins: 


Bleſſed is the man whoſe heart 
64 bath not condemned him; Whether he be 
rich, or whether he be poor, if he have, A 
e heart (a heart thus guided and in- 


"66 formed) he ſball at all times rejoice ini 


$4 * ehearful countenance; his mind thall tell 
; As him 
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«him more than ſeven watchmen that' fit a 
* bove, upon a tower on high.” A tower 
has no ſtrength, quorh my uncle, Toby, un- 
lefs tis Hank d. In the drak eſt doubts it 
„hall conduct bim ſafer than a thouſand ca- 
6 ſuiſts, and give the ſtare he lives in, a better 


et ſeturity for his behaviour than all che clauſes 
« and reſtrictions put together, which law 


© makers are forced to multiply: Forced, I 


* « 40, as things ſtand; human laws not being 
© a matter ns original choice, but of pure 
Eneceſlity, brought in to fence againſt the 
* miſchievous effects of "thoſe conſciences 

* which are no law unto themſelves; well 


* intending, by the many proviſions made 
that in all ſuch corrupt and miſonided- 

rc cales, where. principles and the checks of 

ce conſcience will not make us, upright, — 


cc to ſupply their force, and, by the ert ot 


gaols and balters, oblige us to it.“ 


II ſee plainly, ſaid my father, that this ſer- 
ui has been compoied to be preached at the 
4 'emple,—or at ſome Aſize.—l like the rea- 
ſoning,—and am ſorry that Dr Slop has fallen 
allcep b before the time of his conviction 


for it is now clear, that the Parſon, as I 


thought at firſt, never inſulted St Paul in the 
leaſt; — nor has there. been, brother, the leaſt 
difference between them.—A great matter, if 


they had differed, replied my uncle Toby,— 
the beſt friends in the world may differ ſome- 


times, —T eo x; quoth my fa- 


. 


t! 
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ther, ſhaking hands with him,—we 11 fill our 
pipes, brother, and then Trim ſhall 85 on.. 
Well, — what doſt thou think of it? ſaid 

| my father, ſpeaking to Corporal Trim, as he 
; reached his robacco-box. 
| J think, anſwered the Corporal, that the 
ſeven watchmen upon the tower, who, I: ſup. 
poſe, are all centinels there, are more, an” 
pleaſe your Honour, than were neceſſary; 
and, to go on at that rate, would haraſs a re- 
giment all to pieces, which a commanding of- 
ficer, who loves his men, will never do, if he 
can help it, becauſe two centinels, added. the. 
Corporal, are'as good as rwenty.—l have been 
x commanding; officer myſelf in the Corps de 
Garde a hundred times, continued Trim, rifing 
an inch higher 1 in his figure as-he ſpoke ; ee, 
all the time 1 had the honour to ſerve his 
Majeſty King William, in relieving; the. moſt 
cotbderaile poſts, I never left more than two 
in my life. Very right, Trim, quoth my 
uncle Toby bt you do not conſider, Trim, 
that the towers, in Solomon's days, were not 
ſuch things. as our baſtions, flanked and de- 
8 fended by other works ;—this, Trim, was an 
1 invention ſince Solomon's death; nor had 
they horn-works, or ravelins before the cur- 
7 tain, in his time; or ſuch a foſſe as we 
f 
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make, with a cuvette in the middle of it, and 
" | with covered-ways and counterſcarps palliſa- 
doed along it, to guard againſt a Coup de main: 
— tba the ſeven men upon the tower were ö 


» . 0 
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=. party, I dare lay, from the Corps de Garde,, 
let there, not only to look out, but to defend 
it.— They could be no more, an' pleaſe your | * 
Honour, than a Corporal's Guard. My father Þ * 
ſmiled inwardly, but not outwardly;—the 1 
*fubje& between my uncle Toby and Corporal . 


Trim being rather too ſerious, conſidering 
What had happened, to make a jeit of,—So, I #* 
putting his pipe into his mouth; which he bad 
juſt lighted, de contented himfelf witli order- 1 
ing Trim to read on.—He read on as follows:] 
e To have the fear of God before our-eyes, | © 
and, in our mutual dealings with each o- 
ther, to govern our actions by the eternal 
"ac meaſures of right and wrong':—The firſt 
bc of theſe will comprehend rhe duties of re- 
e ligion: the ſecond, thoſe of morality; © 
„Which are ſo inſeparably connected toge- I 
c ther, that you cannot divide theſe two a- p 
= Bler, even in imagination, (though the at- 
ee tempt is often made in practice) without 
ay breaking and wee geltroying hem 8 
46 both. 0 
en faid, the attempt 18 ore made; and ſo 
40 it is ;—there being nothing more common 
* than to ſee a man, who has no ſenſe at all 
<'of religion, —and indeed has fo much ho- 
8 neſty as to pretend to none, who would take | + 
cc it as the bittereſt affront; ſhould you but | * 
1 * hint at a fuſpicion of his mora character. 
| ; "NH or-imagine he was not conſcientiouſly Juſt . 
| 


and Terupulous to e mite. 4 


f n 20 * f - F: ? 15 Th When 
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When there is ſome appearance that it is 
eee one is unwilling even to ſuſpect 


„the appearance of ſo amiable a. virtue as 


moral honeſty, yet were we to look into the 
grounds of it, in the prefent caſe, Lam per- 


c ſuaded we ſhould find little reaſon to en 


ſuch a one the honour of his motive- 
e Let him declaim as pompoully as he 


ee Chooſes upon the ſubject, it will be found to 


«reſt upon no other foundation than either 


his intereſt, his pride, his eale, or ſome: 
5 ſuch little and changeable paſſion as will 


1 1 us but ſmall dependence uponchis ac- 
tions in matters of great ſtreſfſss. 
„ will illustrate this by an example. 

I know the banker I. deal with, or the- 


_ © phyſician I. uſually call in,“ ”—{ There. is no- 
need, cried: Dr Slop, (waking) to call in any 
phyſician in this caſeꝗ- 
them men of much religion: 1 hear them: 
make a jeſt of it every day, and treat-allats- 


to be neither of 


« ſanctions with fo much ſcorn, as to put he- 
« matter paſt doubt. Well: —notwithſtand- 


ing this, I- put my fortune into the hands: 
of the one; and what is dearer ſtile» 
me, I truſt * life, to o the honeſt ill of, the- 
<++ather:+ : 

Nom let me examine U is my „ 
* 40 for this great confidence, Why, in the firſt 


„place, I believe there is no probability that 


« either of them will employ.a the; 2 Lpur 


| Xs - : ' 1.6. | = I 4 onder 
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* conſider that honeſty ſerves oa purpoſes of 
ce this life -I! know their ſucceſs in the world 
depends upon the fairneſs of their charac- 
cc ters.—In a word, I'm perſuaded that they 


ec cangot hurt me without Hurting themſelves 


46 More. „ 24 
But put it n namely, chat in- 
« tereſt lay, for once, on the other ſide; that 


A caſe ſhould happen, wherein the one, 
& without ſtain to his reputation, could ſecret 


7 my fortune, and leave me naked to the 

&; world 0 that the other could ſend me 
c out of it, and enjoy an eſtate hy my death, | 
e without-diſhonour. to himſelf or his art 
In this caſe, what hold have I of either of 
46 them? — Religion, the ſtrongeſt of all mo- 

tives, is out of the queſtion ; intereſt, the 
<:next moſt powerful motive in the world, is 


*«.ftrengly againſt me: What have I left to 
, caſt into che oppoſite ſcale to balance this 


66 temptation? Alas! 1 have nothing. 


* nothing but What is lighter than a bubble 


\ 6 muſt lie at the mercy. of Honovs, or 


ct ſome ſuch capricious principle Strait ſecu- 
« rity for two of my nioft valuable Wenig 


en property and my life! 

As, therefore, we can have no dependence 
92 7 upon morality wirhout religion ſo, on the 
© other hand, there is nothing better to be 
* expected from religion without morality; 

«nevertheleſs, tis ho prodigy to ſee a man · 
. 5 whiote:real moral character ſtands very low, 
1 „Who 


—— 


ma LEES 
: 8 


2 


e has leſs 


o 
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« ho yet entertains the higheſt notion of 


6 himſelf, in the light of a religious man. 
He ſhall not only be covetous, revenge- 

c ful, implacable. but even wanting in 
C. points of common honeſty; yet, inaſmuch 


© a4 he talks aloud againſt the infidelity of the 


age, is Zealous for ſome points of religion, 


goes twice a day to church, ——atrends 


cc the ſacraments, —and amuſes himſelf with 
& a few inſtrumental parts of religion,—ſhall 
6: cheat: his conſcience into a judgment that, 
% for this, he is a religious man, and bas diſ- 
charged truly his duty to God: And you 


„ will find that ſuch a man, through force of 
„ this deluſion, generally looks down with 


«© ſpiritual pride upon every other man who 

a Heckation of piety, though, perhaps, | 
„ten times more real honeſty than himſelf. 
hit likewiſe is a fore evil under the ſun ; 


and, I believe, there is no one miſtaken 


<. principle, which, for its time, has wrought 
more ſerious miſchiefs.—— For a general 
«© proof of this, examine the hiſtory of the 


* Romiſp church ;??——{ Well; what can you 
make of that? cried Dr Slop |-—** ſee what 


« ſcenes of cruelty, murders, rapines, blood- 
<6. ſhed,” They may thank their oven obſti- 
nacy, cried Dr Slop]—““ have all been ſancti- 


© fied by a religion not ſtrictly governed by 


ln how many kingdoms of the world“ 
{Here Trim kept waving his right hand from 
S N 5 ke 

p 


the ſermon to the extent oft his arm, returning 
it backwards and forwards tor the men 
of the paragraph] 90 of br: jw 

In how ee — the ad * 
«+ the eruſading ſword 'of this miſguided ſaiit- 
«errant, ſpared: neither age; or merit, or ſex, 
< or condition and, as heffought under the 
banners of a religion which tet him lo: _ 
N from iuſtice and humauity, he ſhewed none; 

*. mercileſs trampled upon both; — heard nei. 
c «. ther the eries ot, _ ener ere nor e 
605 their diftreſfes.? ren 

[I have been in 1 a battle; an v pleaſe 
your Flonour, quoth Frim, ſighing, but ne- 
vertin ſo melancholy a one as this. would 
not have! drawn a trigger in- it againſt theſe 
wor touls,——o have been: made a general 
alkeer;=+Why?- what do younnderſtand of 
the affair ſaid Dr Slop, looking towards Trim 
with ſomething more of contempt than the 
Cor poral'schoneſt heart deſerved. What do 
you know, friend, about this battle you talk 
f — 1 know, replied Trim; that I never refu- 
ſed quarter in my life to any man who cried 
out for it; hut, to a woman or a child, con- 
tinued Prim, before L wouldilevel my muſker 
at them, would loſe my life axbedfand times: 
Here's a crown for thee, Prim; to drink 
with Obadiah to- night; quoth my uncle To- 
by, and I'll give Obadiah another. too. God 
bleſs your Honour, replied Trim, —I had ra- 
thee: — women and children Ten 
l 19 du 
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Thou art anihonelt feld 6 voth? my uncle 


Toby. My father nodded Day bead e much | 


as to ſay,—and fo he is. 
But prithee, Trim, faid” my RY maks 


a0 end,—for 1 fee thou alt! but a n teat or two : 


Corporal Trim . on: a ie JUG wigs 
f the teftimony of paſt centuries in this 
matter is not fufficient,—— confider at tHis 


* inſtant, how the votaries of that religion are 


every day thinking to do ſervice and honour 
* to God, by actions which ate a: diſmonour 
* ard ſcantlal: to themfelyes. ** 
To be convinced ui go o e Wr 
% ͤ moment into the priſons of the Inqũiſi- 
tion.“ God help my poor brother Tom.] 
„ gBchold Religion, with Mercy and Jaſtice 
* chained down under her feet, there littin 


« ghaſtly upon a black tribünal, proppec uß 


e racks and inſtruments: of torment. 
„Hark !—hark! what a piteous groan!? 4 
Here Trim's fact turned as pale as ales. 
„„ See the melancholy wretch, who uttered itꝰ 
Here the tears began to trickle” down. 
«juſt brought forth to undergo the ang 
0 a mock trial; and endure che utmolt p pains 
* that a ſtudied: ſyſtem of cruelty has been 


able to invent. — [Pen them alf, quot 


Trim, his colour returning into his face as 
red as blood. ]—* Behold this helpleſs victim 
„delivered np to his'tormentors;—bis Dy 

| Flo waſted with lorr W and confinement,” 


en e 105 


— 
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5 [Oh! tis my brother, cried poor Trim, i in . 
moſt paſſionate exclamation, dropping his 
ſermon upon the ground, and clapping bl 
hands together 1 fear tis poor Tom. My 


father s and my uncle Toby 
with Cup hig, upon the poor fellow's diſtreſs; 
even 


thee. begin the ſentence again. Behold 


oy .this, . victim delivered LP, to 7 tor- 


EOS If 


77 11 70 5 117 Pons rather N a on, 
quoth Trim, ſtamping. ]—* See what con- 


4 vulſions it has thrown him into Conſider 


the nature of the poſture in which he now 
ce lies ſtretched —what exquiſite tortures he 
cc endures by. ip 1% I hope *tis not in Portu- 


7% gl. 'Tis all nature can bear !— 
1 ed God! ſee how it keeps his weary 


c foul hanging upon his trembling lips !“ (1. 
would not read another line of it, , quoth Trim, 
for all this 2vorld j—1 fear, an' pleaſe your 
Honours, . all. this is in Portugal, where my 
" poor, brother 8 om is. tell thee, Trim, again, 


quoth my father, tis nar an hiſtorical account, 
— {1-4 deſcription.— Tis only 2 deſcription, 
honeſt man, quoth Slop, there's not a word of 


ep in. 77 hat's ee r, replied my 


father, 


s hearts yearned 


lop himſelf acknowledged pity : for him. | 
Why, Trim, ſaid my father, this is not a 
hiſtory,.— tis a ſermon thou art reading; pri- 


\ 


wh > po , YTO- Orme mm 
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father. However, as Trim reads it with 10 
much concern, — tis cruelty to force him to 
go on with-it.—Give me hold of the ſermon, 
T rim, Il finiſh it for-thee, and thou may*fl 
go. — I muſt ſtay and hear it too, replied 
Trim, if your Honour will allow e; though 
1 would not read it myſelf for a Colonel's pay. 
Poor Trim! quoth my uncle Toby. _ My 
father went on, ] 4 e ene 
© —Confider the nature of the po Ge ig 
„which he now. lies ſtretched, what exquiſite 
« torture he endures by it!— Tis all nature 
«© can bear !-Good Gd See how it keeps his 
© weary foul hanging up on his e DS, 
« —willing to take its cave, but not ſuffer- 
«© ed to depart l Behold the unhap y;wretch 
< Jed back to his cell 1 — [Then 65 God 
however, quoth Trim, 785 haye not killed, 
him.] © See him dragged out of it again to 
«© meet the flames, and the inſults in his laſt 
agonies, which this principle, —=this Prin- 
« ciple, that there can be religion, without. 
% mercy, bas repared, for him. P—{T hen, 
thayk. God, —he is dead, quoth Trim, —he 
is out of nis pain,. ald they have done 
their worſt at him. O Sirs Hold your. 
peace, Trim, ſaid my father, going on with 
the ſermon, leſt Trim ſhould incenſe. Dr She p. 
—vwe ſhall never have done at this rag AH me 

The foreſt way to try. the merit 0 any 
diſputed notion is to trace down the conſe- 
. quences ſuch a notion has produced, and 
5 "= TO awe: aa; 


nn THE LIFE AND -OPH HON 


A compare them with the ſpirit of Chriſtiani 
ry —'tis the ſhort and deciſive rule which 
our Saviour bath. left us, for theſe and ſuch 
like caſes, and it is worth a thouſand argu- 
ments Hy their fruits ye ſhallknow them. 
I will add no farther tothe length of this 
e ſermon, than by two or three ſhort and in- 
66 dependent rules deducible from it. 
Fit, Whenever a man talks loudly /a a- 
c gainſt religion, always ſuſpect that it is not 
« his reaſon, but his paſſions, Whieh have got 
the better of his CREED. A bad life and a 
good belief are diſagteeable and trouble- 
< ſame. neighbours, and, were they ſeparate, 
40 depend upon it tis for V0: gehen cauſe bur 
15 qmetneſs: ke. | 
©, Secondly, When Ann prong repreſented 
x6: tells you in any particular inftance,—T) 
Auch a ching goes againſt his bonlrienger . a 
always believe: be means exactly the ſame 
hing, as when be tells you ſuch a thing 
1 goes again his ſtomach 3 preſent want 
ef * being Se . deus cauſe 
of. both. mot7 
Lam; ode e bas; man. in n nothing, 
45-who: has not.a-Consclencs im every thing: 
4 22 And, in your on caſe,: remember this 
plain diſtinckion, a miſtake! in which, has 
9 ruined thouſands, —tbat your conſcience. is 
bf not a lau- No, God and reaſon made the 
*© law, and have placed conſcience within you 
nenen, mine like an Aſiatic Cadi, 


AW " according 


* 


9 PF ; a. AT. W., 
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Trim, quoth my father. If he had ſpared his 
he would have 
ſhould have read it 
ten times better, Sir, anſwered Trim, but that 
my heart was ſo full. That was the very rea- 
ſon, Trim, replied my facher, which has made 
thee read the ſermon as well as thou haſt; 
done; and if the elergy of our chuteh, con- 
tinued my father addreſſing himſeif to Dr 
Slop, would take Part in What they deliver, as 
deeply as this poor fellow has done, ag a 


TNA SHAD 21 
490 according do de bbs and floss of his on 


6 paſſions, hea A Britiſſ 


no new law? but 3 declares that law. 
915 er he knows alr. 
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Thou 0 bag e 8 ene, 


comments; irephed*Dr. Stop, 
read it much better. 


compoſitions are ne II deny it, quoth Dr 
Slop—I maintain it, that rhe eloquence of 
our pulpits, with ſuch ſubjects to inflame it, 


would be a model for the world: But, alas! 


continued my father, andbyown Its) Sir; with; 


ſorrow; that; like French politicians in chis re- 
ſpect, what they gain in the cabinet they loſe 


in the field. Twere a pity i quoth my uncle, 


that this ſhould be loſt. I like the ſermon: 
wee, » PT * father,” tis n 
5 there 


judge in this 
land of liberty and good ſenſe, who makes: 


there is neee e way of writing, 
when ſkilfully managed, which catches the at- 
tention. We preach much in that way with 
us, ſaid Dr Slop.— l know that very well, ſaid 
my father, but in a tone and manner which 
diſguſted Dr. Slop full as much as his aſſent, 
ſimply, could have pleaſed him. Hut in this, 
added Dr Slop, a little piqued, our ſermons 
' have greatly the advantage, that we never in- 
troduce any character into them below a pa- 
triarch or a patriarch's wife, or a martyr, or a 
ſaint» There are {ome very bad characters 
in This, however, ſaid my father, and I do not 
think the ſermon a joi the worſe for em 
But pray, quoth a uncle Toby, - whoſe can 
this be Ho could it get imo my Stevinus? 
A man muſt be as great a conjurer as Stevi- 
nut, ſaid my father, to refolve the ſecond que- 
| Klon - The firft, 1 think, is not ſo difficult; 
for, unleſs my judgment greatly deceives 
me,. —1 nee author; for tis _— vor 
OR parſon of the pariſh. © c 
The — of the ſtyle and manner of 
n, with thoſe my father conſtantly had heard 
| preached in his pariſh-church, was the eee | 
of his conjefture,-—proving/1 it as ſtrongly, as 
an argument a priori could prove fuch-a thing 
to a philoſophic mind, That it was Yorick's, ' 
no one's lee was proved to be 
fo a pofteriors, the day after, when Yorick1 ent 
a ſervant to my eee e . houſe to en- 
Ae U—B — 12 5 


It ſeems that Vorick, who was inquiſitive 
after all kinds of knowledge, had borrow- 
ed Stevines of my uncle Toby, and had care- 
leſsly popped his ſermon, as ſoon as he had 
made it, into the middle of Stevinus ; and, by 
an at&t of forgetfulneſs, to which he was ever 
ſubject, he had ſent Steumus home, and his 
ſermon to keep him company 

Ill fated ſermon! Thou waſt loſt, Aer this 
recovery of thee, a ſecond time, dropped 
through an unſuſpedted fiſſure in thy maſter's 
pocket, down into a treacherous and a tattered 
lining, trod deep into the dirt by the left 
hind-foot of his Roſinante, inhumanly ſtepping 
upon thee as thou falledſt; — ten days 
in the mire,—raiſed up out of it by a beggar,— 
fold for a balfpenny to a paniſh-clerk,—trans- 
ferred to his parfon,——loft ſor ever to thy 
own, the — of his days, nor reſtored 
to his reſtleſs Maxxs, till this very moment 
that I can tell the world the Dry. 

Can the reader believe, that this benden of 
Yorick's was preached at an aſſige, in the ca- 
thedral of Tork, before a thonſand witneſſes, 


ready to give ouh of i it, by a certain preben- 


dary of that church, and actually printed by 
rp when he had done,—-and: within ſo ſhort 
a ſpace as two years and three months after 
Vorick's death? - Vorick indeed, was never 
better ferved in his life ;—--but it was a Ince 
hard to maltreat him after, and- plander m 
after he was laid! in his grave 25% 2 

4 However; 
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I 


However, as the gentleman who. did. it Was 


charity with: Lorick, —and, in con- 
ſcious juſtice, printed but a few copies to give 


away, — and that Jam told he could more- 
over have made as good a one himſelf, had he 


thought fit, —I declare I would not have pub- 
liſhed this anecdote to the world nor do 1 
publiſh it with an intent to hurt his character 5 
and ad vancement in the church I leave that 


to others; but I ſind myſelf impelled * two 
reaſons, which I cannot-withſtand. 


The. firſt is, That in doing juſtice, 1 may 


give reſt to Vorick's ghoſt; which as the 


country-people, an 8 and ſome othem, balken. 
Mill des. 1 


The eee 4647 Thar, 5 (We tak open 
thisſtory: to the world, L gain an opportunity 
of informing it, — That in caſe the character of 


parſon Vorick, and this ſample of his ſermons, 


HY liked, there ate now in the poſſeſſion of 


the Shandy family, as many as will make a 
haadſome volume, at che world J dence 
Rr 3 e whe 


N + * 4 % 1 p . 25 
** 2 — 8 8 * , * 23 92 Fa > 
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2 BADIAH nine the two crowns RS 
cout diſpute; for he came in jingling, 


wich all che inſtruments in the green baize 


bag we ſpoke of, lung acroſs his body, juſt 


p as Corporal Trim went out of the room. 


thay 18 now rope I think, quoth Dr $lop, 
(clearing 


ks 


«os ood els Av e ot. Boe nie 
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(clearing up his looks) as we are in a condi- 
tion to be of ſome ſervice to Mrs Shandy, to 
ſend up ſtairs to know how ſhe goes: on. 
IThave ordered, anſwered my: father, the old 
| N to come down to us upon the. leaſt 
difficulty; for you muſt know, Dr Slop, con- 
tinued my father, vith a perplexed kind of a 
ſmile upon his countenance, that by expreſs 
treaty, ſolemaly ratified between me and my 
wife, you are no more than an auxiliary in 
this affair, and not ſo much as that, un- 
leſs the lean old mother of a midwife above- 
ſtairs cannot do without you. Women have 
their particular fancies, — and, in points of 
this nature, continued my father, where they 
bear the whole burden, and ſuffer ſo much a- 
cute pain for the advantage of our families, 
and the good of the ſpecies, they claim a 
right. of deciding, en. Souveraines, in whoſe 
hands, and i in a what falnion, they chooſe to un- 
dergo it. 9 
They are in the right of it,—quoth 1 my: un- 
ele Toby. But, Sir, replied Dr Slop, not ta- 
King notice of my uncle Toby's opinion, but 
turning to my father, —they had better govern 
in other points; and a father of a family, 
who wiſhed its perpetuity, in my. opinion, had 
better exchange this prerogative with them, 
and give up ſome other rights in lieu of it. 
I know not, quoth my father, anſwering a lit 
tle too teſtily, to be quite diſpaſſionate in what 
5 he waa know not, quoth . what we "ek 
| elt 


7 


as Tx AA AD 


ſhall beget them. One would almoſt give 
_ any. thing; replied Dr Slap. -I beg your 


all branches of obſtettical knowledge, but 


particularly in that one. ſingle point of the ſafe 
„ 
which has received ſuch lights, that for my 
up his hands) I declare I Wwon- 
der how the 2 has 1 wiſh, quoth my 
unele Toby, vou had _ opt GENS: 

NO > | | 


and expeditieus extraction of the fetus 


part (holding 


n We: Rag: 
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15 


one thin 


What | 
wo little out of its due courſe; for it ſhould 


Land to inform you of another. 


haye been told a hundred and fifty: pages ago, 
but that I ſoreſaw then twould come in pat 

hereafter, and be of more advanta here than 
el e where. Writers had need look before 
them, to keep up che ſpirit and connedion of : 


What they have in hand, FT 


| | "When theſe two things are dave: te 2 
curtain ſhall be drawn up again, and my un- 
9 * . my father, ä a * 0 


4 - 


7 


left to give up; in lieu of who ſhall brin our 
children into the world, unleſs that—- of who 


- 


- don, anſwered my uncle Toby. — Sir, rep od. 
Dr Slop, it would aſtoniſn you to k no.] Wat 
improvements we bave made of late years in 


323838 24 


HAVE dropped the curtain 5 this 
ſcene for a minute to remind you of 


have to inform you, comes, I own, 


wth his diente ere more inter. : 
ruprione” n C CUES 91 
Fut chen, the matter Which Abend nb | 
mind you of, is this; at from the ſpeci- 
meis of. ſiugularn momy father's notions in 
Ide point of Chriſtiad names; und that other 
$i previous point chert N on wwas-led; Þthiak, | 
into an; opinion; (and i am ſure 1 ſaid 48. 
much) that my father was a gentleman ate 
gethegias odd and whimficab in gity ther o. 
pinion: In mate there was net a ſtage in 
the life of man, from tlie very fiſt ac of his: 
begetding . doun te the lean and flippered 
pantaloon in his ſecond-.childiſhnefsy. ut! wa i 
bad ſome favourite notion to himſelf} ſpting 
ing out of it, as ſceptical, and as far out of the * 
high-way of thinkings as theſe two which have 
been explained. 
— Mr Shand y, my father; Sir, would fea | 
nothing in the light in-which others placed it 3 
he placed things in his- oπαπ)]] lighfz he 0 
would weigh nothing in common ſcales: 
no, he was too refined a reſearcher to ie open 
impo — "Ig: Somme ur ws. 


was 7 tbe 8 — ſhould; ts 8 
moſt inviſible, to avoid all e ee Ho 
pular teners ;j—withoat this the minutiæ 8 
philoſophy, which would always turn the bas 
lance, will have no weight at all. Knows f 
ledge, like matter; he wofld affirm, was divi-. 
bible in 5 <_iding R the n and ſeeus be, 
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118 THE LFE AND OPINIONS 
ples were as much a part of it, as che gravita- 
tion of the whole world. In a word he would 
" way, error was error, — no matter where it fell; 
—whether in a fraction, —or a pound, 'twas 
Alike fatal to truth; and ſhe was kept down 
at the bottom of her well, as inevitably by a 
miſtake in the duſt of a butterfly” s wing, — as 
'4n the diſk of the fun, the moon, ing all the 
Mars of heaven put together. 2 
He would often lament that it was fo 

of conſidering this properly, and of applying it 
Akilfully to civil matters, as well as to ſpecula- 
tive is, that ſo many things in this world 
were out of joint; — that the political arch 
Was giving way — and that the very foun- 
s.of our excellent conftitution, in church 
und ſtate, were fo lapped as eſtimators had re- 
Ported. 
Fou cry out, he would ay, wearea aſks, 
43 undone people. Why? he would aſk, ma- 
king uſe of the ſorites or ſyllogiſm of Zeno 
apd Cory/ppus, without knowing it belonged 
to them. Why? why are we a ruined peo- 
ple? — ecauſe we are corrupted —Whence 
Is it, dear Sir, that we are corrupted ?. 
"Becauſe we are needy ;——our poverty, and 
not our wills, conſent—— And wherefore, 
he would: add, are we needy From the 
neglect, he would anſwer, of our pence and 
aur halfpence Our bank- notes, Sir, our 
Evincas,——may, our Fe Aer care n 
ee _ 7 
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with which my father had 
to accept of Dr Stop's afſfiſtance preferably to 


DF TRISTRAM SAND. wy 
is the ſame, he would ſay, throughout 


the whole circle of the ſciences: the great, 


the eſtabliſhed points ot them, are not to be 


broke in upon. The laws of nature will de- 


fend themſelves but erro - che would add, 
looking earneſtly at my mother) error, 
Sir, creeps in through the minute holes and 


ſmall crevices which Wanne UTE 1 un- 


guarded, LBP SOR 

This turn of ming Ar fuer „is Nee 
1 had to remind you of; The point you! are 
to be informed of, and which 1 have reſerved 


for this place, is as follows. 


Amongſt the many and excellent elt, 
ed my mother 


_—_ of the old woman, —there was one of 2 

fingular nature; which, when he had 
8085 arguing the matter with her as a! Chri- 
ſtian, and came to argue it over again with 
her as a phileſopher, he had put his whole 


ſtrergth to, depending indeed upon it as his 


ſheet- anchor It failed him; though from 
no defect in the argumenb irfeif; but that, do 


what he could, he was not able for his lil i 
to make her comprehend the driſt of it. 


Curſed luck . faid he to himſelf, one after- 
noon, as he walked out of the rom, after he 
had beep ſtating it for an hour and a Half te 
her, to no manner of purpoſe Curſed 
luck! ſaid he, biting his lip as he that" the 
er Dr a 8 maſter of one of. the 

n 2 
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fineſt chains. of reaſoning in nature. 
have a wife at the ſame time with ſuch. a 
head: piece, that he cannot Hang up a ſingle 


inference: within-fi de bf YA to dave Tie" foul 


from deſtruction. 

This argument, ben it was nee loft 
upon my mother, —— had more weight with 
bim, than all his other arguments joined to- 
gether:— will therefore endeavour to do it 
juſtice, and ſer it forth with all the perſpicu- 
Ry: Tam maſter of. {VS 

My father ſet out ap the ſtrength of theſe 
two following axioms : | 


Ni, That an ounce of a man's-own wit, | 
was worth a ton of other people's: and, 


Second, (Which, by the by, was the -ground- 
5 work of the fitſt axiom,. though it- comes 


| hft) That every man's wit muff come from 


8 every man's own fout;—and no other body's. 
Now, as it was plain to my father, that all 
fouls were by nature equal; were that the 
reat difference between the moſt acute and 
. 5 moſt obtuſe underſtanding was from no 
original ſharpneſs or bluntneſs of one think 
ing ſubſtance above or below another, bu 
aroſe merely from tlie lucky or unlucky orga- 


nization of the; body; in that patt where the 


ſoul p principally. took up her reſidence, —he 
had made it the ſubject of his enquiry to find 
qut the identical place 


Now, from the beſt accounts: 4 uad AR 


* 


4 Wir to Set of this 


matter, he was ſatisfied it 
- SM could 
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OF TRISTRAM SHANDY 
could not be where Des Cartes had fined. it, up⸗ 


on the top of the pineal gland of the brain; 


which, as he philoſophized, formed a cuſhion 
for her about the ſize of a marrow pea;: 


though, to ſpeak the truth, as ſo many nerves 


did terminate all in that one place, - twas no 
bad conjecture and my father had certainly 


fallen with that great indoor plumb. in- 


to the centre of the miſtake, had it not been 
for my uncle Toby, who reſcued: him out of 
it, by a ſtory he told him of a Walloon officer 
at tbe. battle of Landen, who had one part of 
his brain ſhot away by a muſket-ball, and 
another part of it taken out after by a French 


ſurgeon; and after all recovered, and did his 


ou very well without it. 


death;. ſaid my ike” reaſoning with. 
himſelf, is nothing but the N of the 
ſoul from the body; and 


it 1s true that 
people can walk about and do their buſineſs 
wirhout brains, then certes the ſoul does not 
. theres. E, 


As for that certain, very 
very fragrant juice which 
; great; Milaneze phyſician, po in a let- 


cellulæ of the. occipital parts of the cerebel- 
lum, and which he likewiſe affirms to be the 
principal ſeat of the reaſonable ſoul, (for, you 
muſt know, in theſe later and more enlighten- 
eck ages, there are two ſouls in every man li- 
ving, —the one ee to the great Methe. 


D E N ingius, 


22x 
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* age ſubtle KY 
roglieniffimo Borri, 


ter to Hartholine, to have diſcovered in the 
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Anima; —as for the opinion, I fay, of Borri, 
my father could. never ſubſcribe to: ĩt by 
any means: the very idea of ſo noble, ſo re- 
fined, ſo immaterial, and ſo exalted a being 
as the Anima, or even the Ammus, taking up 


her reſidence, and ſitting dabbling, like a tad- 


pole all day long, both ſummer and winter, 
in a puddle, —or in a liquid of any kind, how 
rhick or thin ſoever; he would ſay, ſhocked 
his imagination ; he, would ſcarce W ho 
dockrine a hearing. 

What, therefore, e the leaſt Woke to 
ebjections, of any, was, that the Chief ſenſo- 


rium, or head- quarters of the foul, and to 


which place all intelligences were referred, 
and from whence all her mandates were iſſu- 


ed, was in, or near, the cerebellum, or ra- 


ther {omewhere about the medulla oblangata, 
wherein it was generally agreed by Bala ana- 
tomiſts, that all the minute neves from all the 


organs of the ſeven. ſenſes èoncentred, like 


ſtreets and winding alleys, into a ſquare. -- 
So far there was nothing ſingular in my fa- 
thet's opinion ; he had the beſt of philoſo- 
Phers, of all ages and climates,: to go along 
with him.——But here he took a road of his 
own, ſetting up another Shandean hypotheſis 
upon theſe corner ſtones they had” laid for 


him z and which ſaid bypothelis equally ſtood 


Ns ground, whether the ſubtilty and fineneſs 
ho the. ſoul depe _ wal the: eee 


ee being called the Anus, the other, the 


and 
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1 and . of he ſaid ein 2 the finer. 

p net· work and texture in the cerebellum idleifs 

7 which opinion he favoured. .--.- 

He maintained, that, next to the a care 3 

4 to be taken in the act of propagation of each 

) individual, which required all the thought in 

- | the world, as it laid the foundation of this in- 

8 comprehenſible contexture, in which wit, ME» 

v mory, fancy, eloquence, and what is uſually 

1 meant by the name of good natural parts, do 

e conſiſt that, next to this and his Chriſtian» 
name, which were the two original and moſt 
effi cacious cauſes of all;—that-. the third cauſe, 
or rather what logicians call the Cuuſa fine qua 
non, and without which all that was done was 
of no manner of ſignificance. as the pre- 
ſervation of this delicate and fine-ſpun web; 

from the havock which was generally. made 
in it by the violent compreſſion and cruſh 
which the head was made to undergo, by the 
nonfenfical method of bringing us into Dan 
world. by that foremoſt. | | 

This requires explanation. e 

i My father, who dipped into all kinds of 

J- — upon locking into Lithipædus Senonen 

8 ot ds. arty i je ant * Adrianus- 


2 * 
— 


is * ye _ Smelvgaty. 
18 Zu re 

r Fr” + The 8 is bee twice e ha ee 
a ſhould be wrote thus, Lithop.edii Senonenſis Icon. The ſe- 
"A cond miſtake is, that this Lithopedus is not an author, but 


a drawing of a petrified child, The account of this, pub 
4 liſhed * 1580, may be ſeen at the end of: Cor 
9 5 deus's - 
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bad found out, that the lax and pli- 
able tate of à child's head in parturition, che 
dones of the cranium having no futures at 
dat time, was fuch;—that by förce of the 
woman's efforts which, in ſtrong labour-pains, 
was equal, upon an eee e to the weight of 
$70 pounds averdupois acting perpendicular- 
upon ii it ſo happened, that in 49 inſtan- 
des ont of 50, the ſaid head was compreſſed 
and 1 imo the ſhape of an oblong co- 
nical piece of dough, ſuch as à paſtry-cook 
generally rolls up in order to make a pye of. 
Good God! cried my father, what havock 


and deſtruction mult: this make in the infi. 


mitely fine and tender texture of the cerebel- 
lum Or, if there is ſuch a juice as Borri 
«pretends, is it not enough to make the 
eleareſt N in the world both leculem and 
hben, 
But how great was his e ion, n 
he: farther. underſtood, that this force acting 
upon the very vertex of the bead, not only 
injured the brain itſelf or cerebrum. but that 
it neceſſarily ſqueezed: and propelled the ce- 
rehrum towards the cerebellum, which was 
the immediate ſeat of the underſtanding 
ee ad IRA ple ee en yy Cl ried 


| dew's workstin ede. Me 7 W Sbancy 3 88 


led into this error, eithet from ſeeing Lithopadus s name of 
late in a catalogue of learned writers in Dr —, or by miſta- 
king :Lithopedus for Trinera villius from the too great 
— Gmlitude of the names. 
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my father, can any ſoul withſtand this heck? 


No wonder the intellectual web is ſo rent 
and tattered as we ſee it; and that ſo many bf 
our beſt heads are no- better than a puzaled 


ein of ſilk, —all eee confuſion 


within ide! 16 ego ie, p3 20m 

e Rut when my father read on, and was g let 
thato the ſecret, that when a child was turned 
topſy-turvy, which was eaſy for an operator 


to do, and was extracted by the feet; hat 


inſtead of the cerebrum being propelled to- 
wards the cerebellum, the cerebellum on the 
contrary, was propelled ſimply towards the 


cerebrum, where it could do ro manner df 


hurt: — By heavens ! cried he, the world is in 
conſpiracy to drive out what little wit God 


has given us, —and the peel et ide 

obſtetric art are liſted into the ſame conf: 

cy. What is it to me which end of my fon 

comes foremoſt into the world, provided all 

goes nicht after, * bie cerebellum alcapes. 

ere en 36 if 
It is the nature * a hyporhedi; chene 


à man has conceived i it, that it afſimilates 1 


very thing to itſelf, as proper nouriſnment; 
and, from the firſt moment of your begetting 
it, it generally grows: the ſtronger by every 
thing you ſee, hear, n underſtand. This 
1s of great uſe. 40 
When my farher was Ser chi about | 
2 a.mgnth, there was: ſcarce a phænomenen of 
; 1 | J which he could not 
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readily ſolve by it: it accounted ſor the eld 
eſt ſon being the greateſt blockbead in the fa. 


mily. - Poor devil, he would ſay, —he made 


way for the gapacity of bis younger brothers. 
——lt, unriddled. the obſeryations of drivel- 
lers and monſtrous heads, —ſhewing a priori, 
it could not be otherwiſe, ——unleſs I 
don't know what. It wonderfully ex plan. 
and accounted for the acumen. of he Aa 
genius, and that ſprightlier turn, and à more 
pPenetrating intuition of minds, in warmer cli- 
mates; not from the looſe and common: place 
ſohition of a clearer Ry, and a more perpe- 
tual ſunſhine, c. — which, for augbt he 
knew, might as well rarefy and dilate the fa - 
culties of the. foul into nothing, by one ex- 
treme, —as they are condenſed; m colder cli- 
mates. by the other; but he traced the affair 
up to its ſpring-head ;—ſhewed that, in war- 
mer climates, Nature had laid a lighter tax up- 
on the faireſt parts of the creation their plea- 
ſures more ; the neceſſity of their pains leſs, 


in ſomuch that the preſſure and refiſtance, upon 


the vertex was ſo ſlight, that the whole orga- 


nization of the cerebellum was preſerved;— 
nay, he did not believe, in natural births 
that ſo much as a ſingle thread of the net- 

work was broke or diſplaced, — ſo that the ſoul 


might juſt act as ſhe liked. 


4 
* 


When, my facher had got los far, —what a 
blaze of light did the accounts of the Cafarran 
ſection, and of the toweripg geniuſes who had 
e 8 # come 


2 
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come ſafe into the world -byk. it, eaſt upon this 
hypotheſis ? Hefe you fee, he would ſay, | 
there was no injury done to 0 the ſenſorium 
no preſſure of the head againſt the pel vis 
no propulſion of the cerebrum towards the ce- 
rebellum, either by the os pubis on this ſide, or 


the os coxygis on that; —and pray, what were 


the Happy conſequences? Why, Sir, your Ju- 
liur Cſar, who gave the operation a name 
and your Hermes Triſmegiſtus who was born o 
before ever the operation had a name ;—your 
Scipio Africanus; your Manlius Torquatus ;- 
our Edvard the Sixth, who, had he lived, 
would have done the fame honour to the hy- 
potheſis.— Theſe, and many more who figured 
high in the annals of tame, —.—all came Re de 
why, Sir, into the world. 17522 
The inciſion of the abe ind e ran 
for ſix weeks together in my father's head 
he had read, and was ſatisfied, that wounds in 
the epigaſtrium, and-thoſe in the matrix, were 
not mortal; ſo that the belly of the mother 
might be opened extremely well to give a 
patlage-to the child. He mentioned the ching 
one afternoon to my mother, — merely as 


matter of fact; but ſeeing her turn as pale as 


aſhes at the very mention of it, as much a8 
the operation flattered His hopes „he thought | 
it as well to ſay no more of it, —contentisg 

bimſelf with admiring, —what he e Was 


to n e to . l WE 
„% i 
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- This: Was eee Mr Shandy* s hypothe- | 
' 20 concerning which I have only to add, that | © 
my brother Babby did as great bonour to it 155 
(Whatever he did 8 family) as any one of 
the: great heroes we ſpoke of: For happening 
not only to be chriſtened, as I told you, but 
to be born too, When my far 1er W: 
being moreover my mother's :2r 
coming into the world with bis head Foremoſt, 
== Iand turning out afterwards a lad of won- 
5 Now parts, my father ſpelt all theſe 5 
gether: into his opinion; and as be had oy 
7 - Folled at one 008 "—_ _ det ermined 10 V v 
"che other. 1: 
This was not to bes ex pected From one of 
ow ſiſterhood, he; are — eaßly to be put 
out of their way, and was therefore one 
* my ſatber's great reaſons in favour of a 
man of [cxgnee, what he coul erer deal 
with. | 1 
Of all men in hs world, Dr Slop was the 
- fitteſt for my father's e; for though 
is mew- invented a was the armour he 25 
Had proyed, and what he maintained to be the : 
lafeſt inſtrument of deliveranee, yet, it ſeems, 
he had ſcattered a word or two in his book, in 
favour of the very thing which ran in my fa- 
\ther's. fanc though not with a view to the 
-Joul's: good in extracting by the feet, as was 
my father's ſyſtem, — but tor reaſons rely 
obſtetrical, | 
* will account for che coalition berwixc 
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of TRISTRAM SHANDY. 223 
my father and Dr Slop „ in the enſuing diſ- 
courſe, which went a little hard againſt my 
uncle Toby. In what manner a plain man, 
with nothing but common ſenſe, could bear 
up againſt two ſuch allies in ſcience, —is hard 


to conceive.—.— Tou may conjecture upon 


it, if your pleaſe. and whilſt your imagi- 


nation is in motion, you may encourage it to 


g0 on, and diſcover by what cauſes and effects 
in nature it could come to paſs, that my un- 
cle Toby got his modeſty by the wound he 


received upon his groin. Lou may raiſe a 


- ſtents. account for the. loſs of my noſe hy 
marriage: articles, — and ſhow the world how 
it could happen, that I ſhould have the mis - 
fortune to be called TRIsTRAM, in oppoſition 
to my father's hypotheſis, and the wiſh of the 


whole family, Godfathers and Godmothers 
dot excepted. Theſe, with fifty other points 


left yet unravelled, you may endeavour: to 


ſolve if you have time: but I tell you be- 
forehand it will be in vain; for not the ſage 


©. Aiquiſe, the magician in Don Belianes of 


- Greece, nor the no leſs famous Urganda, the 
forcereſs his wife, (were they x: age could pre- 
of tend to come within a league of the truth; 
I The reader will be content to wait for a full 
explanation of theſe matters till the next year, 

when a ſeries of n will ng laid PER — 
Y he little expects. 1191 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 


Maltitudinis imperitz non formido judicia, meis tamen, ro- 
go, parcant opuſculis—in quibus fuit propoſiti ſemper, 
a jocis ad ſeria, in ſeriis viciſſim ad jocos tranſire. 
JoAx. SARESBERIENSIS, 
Eßpiſcopus Lugdun. 
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— WISH, Dr Slop,” quoth my at 
Toby, (repeating his wiſh for E Dr 
Slop + a ſecond time, and with a degree of 
more zeal and earneftneſs in his manner of 
wiſhing, than he had wiſhed at firſt &) J 
0 „ wiſh, Dr Slop,” quoth my uncle Toby, 
you had ſeen what {phages armies we had in 
« Flanders.” 

My uncle Toby's wilh did Dr Slop a 1 
vice which his heart never intended any man, 
Sir, it confounded him, — and thereby put- 
ting his ideas firſt into confuſion, and then to 
flight, he could not rally chem eu for the 
ſoul of him. 


In all diſputes, —male or r fernide 5 . 
ther for honour, for profit, or for be. 
8 . 


* Vide page 8 
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makes no difference in the cate ,—nothing i 1s 
more dangerous, Madam, than a with coming 
ſideways in this unexpected manner upon a 
man: the ſafeſt way in general to take off the 

force of the with, is for the party wiſh'd at, 
inſtantly to get upon his legs and with 
the wwiſher ſomething in return, of pretty near 
the ſame value ;—-fo, balancing the accompt 
upon the ſpot, you ſtand as you were 
nay {ometimes gain the advantage of the at- 
tack ir. 

This, will be fully illuſtrated to the world.in 
=p chapter of wiſhes — _ 

Dr Sſop did net underſtand the nature af 
* defence he was puzzled with it, and it 
put an entire ſtop to the diſpute for four mi- 
nutes and a half five had been fatal to it: 
my father ſaw the danger the diſpute 
was one of the moſt intereſting difputes:in 
the world, Whether the child of his pray- 
60 erg and endeavours ſhould be born without 
et a head or with one: — he waited to the Jaſt 
moment to allow Dr Slop, in whale behalf 
the wifh was made, bis right of reuuming it; 
but perceiving, I ſay, that he was confound- 
ack and continued looking with that perplex- 
ed yacuity-of eye which; puzzled fouls: gene- 
rally ſtare with-firit in my uncle Toby's face 
then in his then up- then eee, rg . 
_caſt—caſt and hy caſt, and ſo on, Foaſting 
along by the pinch: of the wainſcot till he 1 
For to the oppoſite Point on the compals, 


A* want a | and 


8 
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and that he had actually begun to count the 


5 
a braſs nails upon the arm of his chair, —my 
1 father thought there was no time to be loſt 


with my uncle 2 5 won. 111 che Howes * 

F as follows, Wb ; 1 
„ CHAP. . > 1 
b : HAT. prodigious armies you bad 1 
in Flanders!” ill 
- Brother Toby, rephed my ny A taking hid 1 

1 wig from off his head with bis right hand, and 4 
. wich bis ft pulling out a ſtripped India hand- = 
f kerchief from his right coat-pocket, in order 1 
t to rub his head, as he ee the Fine n . 
" my uncle Toby, | 
Nov, in this 1 Wick my father was bi. 
© much to blame; 41 will Oe 12755 my rea- : 
pl wh for-1 . ; * 
— Matters of no 3 a oenitinhgr e _— 
t * themſelves than; ¶ Mhetber 5 Father ſhould XX 
t haue talen e bis wit with his right hand ur 
f t avith his left,” have divided the greateſt * 
3 kingdoms, and made the crowns: of the mo- 1 
2 narchs who governed them, to totter uf . 
. their heads. But, need I tell you, Sir, that 1 
a the circumſtances with which every thing in 1 
* this world is begirt, give every thing in*this IJ 
n world its ſize and fhape? and by tightening 1 
t it, or relaxing it, this way or that; make the "nl 
d ge to 80 Nhat it it ah - owe EE "2 
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bad. indifferent or not indifferent, Jute as the 
cafe happens? 


holding the wig ſtiff in his left — 
making ſome nonſenſical angle or other at his 


g che latter end of Queen, 

_ the bes ginning of the reign of King George 
= Fiat Caat pee 

Waun in — —1 need fay no more—the 


As my father 8 Jodin handkerchief was in 
his right coat-pocket, he ſhould by no means 


have ſuffered his right hand to have got en- 


gaged: on the contrary, inſtead of taking 
off his wig with it, as he did, he ought to 


have committed that entirely to the left; and 


then, 'when the natural exigency my father 
was under of rubbing his head, called, out for 


Bis handkerchycf, he would have had nothing 


in the world 40 have done, but to have put 


His right hand into his right coat pocket and 
taken it out ;— 
Without any violence, or the Tat: ungraceful 
twiſt i in any ohe tendon or muſele of his ee 


which he might have done 


body. 
. this * — . Feen my father had 
Been reſolved ro make a fool o 


by 


elbow. Joint, or armpit) bis whole attitude 


had been ealy—n atural— . unforced: Reynalds 
| Kitaſelf, as. great. and gracefully as he ane, 


might have, painted. him as he fat. 
"Now, as my father managed this matter 


conſider what a devil of a figure ay \farkeer 


i 4 of; himleif,... reit ir 


tune“ reigo,/and 


were cut very Low 


— 


himſelf by. 


04 45 21 SLY ED 


br 


0 


Immediately; r 


1 & 1 —— P 4 
- 2 4 * OY : 
— 5 — 8 f * 
2 . 7 — ; 


father of) miſchief: bad he been ewe at 


it a month, could not have contrived a worle 
faſhion for © one in 5 90 father” s Ketten. wm 


2 
"48% 4 T1 1 


x 
* * 


* 3 # * 
Yo Ak a #74 3 3 — 


Ir was not an . matter in any king's 
"reign (unleſs you were as lean a ſubjeck 


as myt elf) to have forced your hand diagonals. 


ly, 10 ite acroſs your whole body, ſo as to gain 
the bottom of your oppoſite coat pocket. — In 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eigh⸗ 


teen, when this happened, it was extremely 


difficult; ſo that when my uncle Toby diſco- 


vered the tranſverſe zig-zaggery of my father's, 
approaches towards it, it inſtantly brought 
into his mind thoſe he had done duty in, be- 
fore the gate of 8. Nicalat —the idea of 
which drem off his attention ſo entirely from 
the ſubject in debate, that he had got his 
right hand to the bell to ring up Trim to go 
and fetch his map of Namur, and his compalles, 
nd ſector along with it, to meaſure the re- 
turging angles of the traverſes of that attack, 
— but particularly of that one, where he ve 
ceived his wound upon bis. groin. W AER 2 
My father knit his brows, and, as he . 
them, all the blood in his body ſeemed | to ruſh” 
up into his face—My uncle Toby diſmount. ed, 


I did not apprebind your uncle Tab k 


was of Horſeba Ko 


ory 


238 # THE MRI AND 3 


"as Ta 


S jo * 9 
4 . . , 4 ; 17 : #4 4 ; 
— — 1 | K * Wo i S _ 1 * 
; 
« "y- - 
* 0 — 1 1 
j * 


4 
44 7 


MAN” E 5 05 a his md; * the 
utmoſt reverence to both 1 ſpeak it, are 
exactly like a jerkin, and a jerkin's lining ;— 
Janes the one, o rumple the other. 

here is one certain exception however in this 
caſe, and that is, when you are fo fortunate a 
fellow, as to have bad your jerkin made of 
er and the Botiy- Him pany ins e far- 


"Zo eng, "Clone ws 0 3 Babyloniue, 1 Pig. 
Je: Hera leotes, Artipatery\ tranetus, and Poſ- 
fed-11144 amongſt the Greeks;+-Cato and Vurro; 
and dengea amongſtithe Romans; Pantenus 
and Clemens Alenandrinus and Momtaig ne a- 
mongſt the Chriſtians; and a ſpore ard a half 
of goed, boneſt, unthinking Shan. people 
as ever lived, whaſe: names I can't recollect, 
—all pretended: that their jerkins were made 
after this faſhion - ou might have rumpled 
and crumpled, and doubled and creaſed, and 
fretted and fridged the oui ſide of them all to 


pieces; in ſhort, you might have played 


\ the very devil unh them, and, at the ſame 


time, not one of the infides of them | would 
have been one burton the, worſe, e all you 
bad , Df itradt FU oa » 

I believe in my r 80 nine! is 
made up ſame what aſter this ſort for never 


| wm 8 has been tickled off at ſuch a rate 


us 25 
* 
5 . 


Lag erg Pan 


1 
M. 
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as it has been theſe laſt nine months together, 
—and yet I declare, the lining to it, —as far as 
I am a judge of the matter, —is not a three- 
penny piece the worſe 3==pell: mell, helter- cel - 
ter, ding- dong, cut and thruſt; back ſtroke 
and fore ftroke, ſide way and long way, have 
they been trimming it for me: had there 
been che leaſt gummineſs in my lining, by 
heaven! it had all of it Jong ago been e 
and tretted to a thread. 

Loo Meffrs the Monthly Reviewers! 


witli could you cut and ſlaſh my jerkin 


as you did how did you know but Tow 
* cut my lining too? . 
Hcartily and from my foul, to che protec- | 


tion of that Being who will injure none of us, 


do I recommed you and your affairs, ſo God 
bleſs you; - only, next month, if any one of 


you ſhould gnaſh his teeth, and ſtorm and 
rage at me, as ſome of you did laſt Max (in 
which I remember the weather was very hot) 


don't be exaſperated, if I paſs it by again 
with good ternper,—-being determined as iong 
as I hve- or write (which in my caſe means 
the lame thing) never to give the honeſt 
tleman a worſe word or a worſe wiſh than my 
uncle. Toby gave the fly which buzz d about 
his noſe all dinner- time, G0, go, poor 
e devil,” quoth he, “ get thee gone, —why 
K ſhould T hurt thee? This world-is ſurely 
ride wo ky hold both TE ant! e ; 


AS 4% F An N - 443 


EX A. P £03 ts” img - N 


. e CHAP, 


| ena v. = MOM oF 63 5) 
"NY man, Madam, reaſoning pe 
£7 -and..obſerving the prodigious ſuffuſion 
of blood in my father's. countenance, by 
means of which (as all the blood in his body 
ſeemed to ruſh into his face, as I told you) he 
muſt have reddened, pictorically and ſcienti- 
fically ſpeaking, fix whole tints and a half, if 
not a full octave above his ponds colour :— 
any man, Madam, but my pers oby,-who 
had obſerved. this, togethet with alen 
knitting of my father 8 brows, and the extra- 
vagant eontortion of his body during the whole 
affair, — would baye concluded my father in a 
rage; and, taking that for granted, —had he 
been a loyer of ſuch kind of concord. as ariſes 
from two. ſuch inftruments being put in ex- 
act tune, he would inſtantly have {krew'd.up 
his, to the ſame pitch and then the, devil 
and all had broke looſe— the whole piece, 
ladam, muſt have been played off. like the 
Buch. Al 5 . den fi fag 


yy * | 
42 8 blamed 25 


too. 


* 
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too. My uncle Toby blamed nothing but 
the taylor who cut the pocket hole; ſo firing 
ſtill till my father had got his handkerchiet | 
> | ont of fir, Abd Tooking alt the time Up ig his 
a face with" meupteibte gsod- will my father, 
7 | attength; Weßk On as fol %s. 10 enn 
y 
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Via Planters 
A 2 erer Toby, q work” m father, 3 ab 
believe thee to be 48 bonelt a man, and with 
as, good and! as uprie ht A heart as Ever God 


5 dre fend have been, may; can, ſhall; w it, oe 
or ought” to be begotten, come with their heads 

P IU foremoſt into the world!:— Put believe me, 
Gear Toby, the aceidetts Which nnavoidably 

e a f-lay them, vor onl) in the article r 934 
begetring em, though 1 there, in my 0 pinion, 
>£ are Well worth confi gering.— . But the d angers 
ad Aimeinties our children, are Beſet“ wit =. 
ly aftef they ate got. forth” tits + de world, Ire 8 
I 0. 3 little need | 18 there” to ex poſe theiy ts 

le ung 5collary ones in their Fegg 85 are 
yy thele Jaggefs, quoth. my uticle laing 


4 iis Band po 95 Rebe cha e locking 
e wu ! aeg) pa 155 face for 5 anſwer oy 
m e 1 VE * "$43 ee 1 D cheſt 
Os * . 


242 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 
theſe dangers greater now a'days, brother, 
than in times palt ? Brother Toby, anſwered 
my father, if a child was but fairly begot, and 
born alive, and healthy, and the 8 did 
well after n,—our forefathers never looked 
farther, My uncle Toby inſtantly withdrew 
his hand from off my father's knee, reclined 
= tus. body gently back in his chair, raiſed his 
4 head till be could juſt ſee the cornice of the 
room, and then directing the buccinatory 
'* muſcles along his cheeks, and the orbicular 
muſcles around his lips to do their duty 
de whiſtled Lillabullerr ee. 
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's maid ehre d the green 


2 
LN — 


| .* 2 ' v8 1 7 
prick bis coach-horſe into full gallop=uuy 
eaven! Sir, the jingle was incredible 


1 & 


5 7 
; | 1 5 


* . „ 


the ſtrength of his body. 


This anſwered all that Obatliah and the 


maid intended; but was no remedy againſt 
lome evils which neither he) or ſhe foreſaw. 
The inſtruments, it ſeems, as tight as the bag. 
was tied above, had ſo much room to play in it 
towards the bottom, (the ſhape of che bag be- 
ing conical) that Obadiah could not mike a 
trot of it, but with ſuch a terrible jingle; what 
with the fire tete, forceps, and ſquirt," as would 
have been enough, had Hymen been taking 
Jaunt that way, to have frightened him out of 


the country; but when Gbadiah accelerated 


his motion, and from a plain trot aſſayed to 


As Obadiah had a wife and three thilllfew 


the turpitude of fornication, and the many 
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_ Hop of enjoying it. 


| mall cords. are wanted, nothing is ſo apt to 
enter a man's head as his hat-band :—the phi- 
_ Jofophy of this is ſo near the ſurtace—- 1 corn 
10 enter into it. 


AS; far as the coach-horſe was concer ned in it, 


t 
other political ill conſequences of this . t 
never once entered his brain z—he had how- e 
ever his objection, which came home to him: tl 


ſelf, and weighed with him, as it has oft. it 
times done with the gieateſt patriots—* The I « 

4. poor fellow, Sir, was not able to bear 1 c 
40 00 al | TY r. 


: CHA P. VIII. 


. 


* Obadiah Wies as muſic! referably 
to all the inſtrumental muſic be carried 
Wirh bim, —he very confiderately ſet his ima- 
gination to work, to contrive and to invent by 
What means he could put himſelf 1 in a condi. 


In all diſtreſſes, (except muſical) where 


As Obadiah' S Was a mix d . Sirs, 
1 ſay, a mix'd caſe; for it was obſtetrical 
—/crip-tical, f. virtical, -papiſtical, ——aad, 


l ballitical—and only partly muſical 
_Obadiah made no ſcruple of availing Mimſel 
of the firſt expedient which offered; ſo taking a 
43 of the * and nn. and gel eine 8. 5 


* dhe oy 
$7 9-41 56 5 . ' 
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them hard together with. one hand, and with 
the finger and thumb of the other putting the 
end of the hat- band betwixt his teeth; and 
then ſlipping his hand down to the middle of- 
ir,—he tied and croſs-tied them all faſt toge- 
ther from one end to the other (as you would: 
cord a trunk) with ſuch a multiplicity of 
round- abouts and intricate croſs turns, With 
a hard knot at every interſection or point 
where the ſtrings met, that Dr Slop muſt 
have had three fifths of Job's patience at leaſt 


to have unlooſed them. I think in my con- 


ſcience, that had NAxruxE been in one of her 


nimble moods, and in humour for ſuch a con- 
teſt—and ſhe and Dr Slop both fairly itgned 


together 


there is no man living who. bac: 


ſeen the bag with all that Obadiah had done 


to it and known likewiſe the great ſpect the. 
Goddeſs can make when ſhe thinks proper, 


who wopld have. had the. leaſt doubt remaia- - 


ing in his mind—which of the two would have 


carried off the prize. My mother, Madam, 


mall agcidents, Triſtram Shandy - that chou 
aft, and. ever wilt be.! 5 
made for thee, and it was fifty to. one hut it 


* 


had been e ſooner than the green bag 


infallibly—at leaſt by twenty Knott. Sport of 


Had that: trig) been 


had, thy affairs had not been ſo deprefs? fm 

(at jeaſt by the depreſſion of thy noſe) as thity: 
have been; nor had the fortiines of thy houſe, 
a the occaſions of making them, which have 
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ſo often preſented themſelves in the cdurſe of 


thy life, toi thee, been ſo often, ſo vexatiouſly, 


| ſo” raryely, ſo-iirrecoverably abandoned——as 


haft been forced to leave them j—bur tis 
over, Fall but the account of em, which can- 
not be given to the curious till I am 1 out 
into the world. 15 


LY 


CHAP. IX. 


N 115 57 7 a 12 H Wer ns 17 4 
FXREAT wits jorap : for N 

* Slop caſt his eyes upon his bag, (which 
he had not done till the diſpute with my uncle 
Toby about midwifery put him in mind of it) 


Arbe very ſame thought occurred. is God's 
mercy, quoth he- (to himſelf) that Mrs Shandy 


Has had lo bad a time of it. elſe the migie 
have been brought to bed ſeven times told, 
before one half of theſe knots could have been 
go ubtied:-But here yo muſt diſtinguiſh 
the floated onty in Dr Slop's mind; with 


6 our or ballett wo , as a fimple 55 
millions of which, as your worthip knows, 
Are every day Grimaming quietly: 8 de middie 

of the thin juice of a man's underſtanding, 


without being carried backwards or forw: 


!!!.... tote oh. oe EA SS... 4. aca 


A fadden rrampling in the. room abore, 
near my.-mother's bed, did the propoſi 
the very, \ſervice 1 Alm. ſpeaking, of. By, all 
that's Unfortunate, quoth Dr Slop, 1 I 
make A, the Thing, will actual ell | ms. 


38 it 18. . > > ; £35 in 


** 


5 CHAP. 8 


| p; the aſs of 8 which, in the firſt 
place, I would not he underſtogd to mean 
fip-knots—becauſe, in the courſe: of my "life 
and opinions, —my opinions concerning them 
will come in more properly when I mention 
the cataſtrophe of my great uncle Me Ham- 
mond Shandy, —a little man. but of high 
fancy; he ruſhed: into the Duke of Men. 
mouth's affair: —·nor, Ae in this place, 
I mean chat particular ſpecies . of knots 
eatled. e . little addrels, 
or ſkill, or patience - required in the unloaing 
them, chat they are below my giving ang opt 
nion at all about them. But by che KD 
an ſpeaking of, may it pleaſe your reverences 
to believe that I mean, good, honeſt, deyalille 
7 made bana fide, as Obadian 
made his zin which there is no qulp- 
ing * made by the duplication a ne 
4 TOY return 
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1 
rite inſtrument, by extracting in a wrong di- 
vection, or by ſome miſapplication of it, un- 

anion: he had formerly, in, a 
hard labour, xnécked out three of the belt of 
them, with the handle of it;—he tried his: fin- 


ther's bed-fide increa 
low! I ſhall never get the knots untied as long 
a8 I live —My mother gave a gran. Lend 
me your penknike— muſt een cut the knots 
at.lat—Pugh !—Pſha Lord! I have cut 
my thumb quite acroſs to the very bone 
Curſe the fellow if there was not another 


ber this bout—T wiſh * e ſcoundrel hang d 
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return of the two ends of Je by 9 through 


the annulus or nooſe: made DH the, 15 im- 


; ii teatton of, them to get th lipp A. an 
NH 0 2 bu. 71, hope. you pA: hs me. 


the caſe. of theſe knots, then, apa ol th he 
ſeveral obſtructions, which, may it eaſe your 


ręverences, ſuch knots, caſt, in our 19 6 in get- 
ting through: life= every haſty man can whip 
out - his penknife.and cut through them, —'Tis 


wrong. Believe me, Sirs, the moſt virtuous 
way, and which both reaſan; and conſcience 
lictate —is, to take our teeth or our fingers to 
em. Dr Slop. bad; loſt his teeth—his favou- 


tortunacely 


gers alas] the nails of his fingers and 


_ thumbs were cut cloſe.— The duce take it! I 
can make nothing of it either way, cried Dr 


Slo 98 — he ne over-head near my mo- 
ed.—--Pox take the fel- 


man- mid wife within fifty miles I am undone 


I wiſh 


le. 


Jwiſh he was ſbot—1 with all the devils1 in bell 
had him for a blockhead !— 


OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. 


My father had a Sreat reſpec for Obatiats, 


and could not bear to hear nim diſpoſed 'of 
in ſuch a manner; 
little reſpect for bimſelt 
| bear with the indignity offered to himſelf in it. 


he had moreover fome . 
and could as ill 


Had Dr Slop cut any part about him, but 


his thumb— - my father had paſs'd it by—-his 
prudence, had triumphed as it was, he was 


= 


determined to have his revenge. * 


Small curſes, Dr Slop, upon great 0 


quoth my father, (condoſing wih Fim fitſt 


upon the accident), are but ſo much waſte of 


our ſtrength and foul's health to no anner 
of put poſe.— 
9 hey are like ſparrow-ſhot, quoth my uncle 


own it, replied Dr Slop..— 


Toby, (ſuſpending his whiſtling), fited againſt 


a balkon. They ſerve;' continued my father, 
to ſtir the humiours but carry off none of 


their acrimony: for my on part, F ſeldom 
ſwear or curſe at all I hold it bad I etif 
1 fall into it by ſurprize; I generally fetain ſo 


_ much preſence of. mind (Right, Ker my | 


uncle Joby) as to make it anſwer my 
chat is, I wear, on till 1 find m el eaſy. 5 
A wiſe and a juſt man however TE always 


endeavour to proportion the vent given to 


theſe humours, not only to the degree of them 
ſtirring within himſelf but to the fize and ill 
inen of the offence upon which they are ro 
333 5 I. 5 . 


"RF, \ in. the 
anita —ů vw joy in, diftruft of 
bis own diſcretion .in;;this: point, ſat down 
and compoſed (that is, at his leiſure) fit forms 


of ſwearing ſuitable to all caſes, from the low- 
Eſt to the higheſt provocations which could 


poſſibly happen to him which forms being 
well conſidered by him, and ſuch moreover as 
He could ſtand to, he kept them ever by him on 
the chimney-piece, within his reach, ready for 
uſe.—I never apprehended, replied Dr Slop, 
that ſuch a thing was ever thought of- mach 
Jeſs executed. I beg your pardon, anſwered 
mp father; I was reading, though not uſing, 
one of them to my brother Toby this morning, 
whilſt he pour'd out the tea——'tis here upon 
the ſhelf over my head3—but if I remember 
right, tis too violent for a cut of the thumb. 
Not at all, quoth Dr Slop—the devil take 
the fellow. 1b 

much at your ſervice, Dr. Slop—on condition 
you will read it aloud ;——fo rifing up and 
Feœaching down a form of excomimunication of 


the church of Rome, a copy of which, my fa- 
ther (who was curious in his collections) had 


procured out of the leger - book of the church 
of Rocheſter, writ by ER NUL Hus the biſho 


1 
* a moſt alſected 1 * look and 


voice, 


- Bus % 


hen, anſwered my father, tis 


* £ > wn 
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voice, wich” might have ca joled*Ex 
himſelf, he put gn into Dr Sl 22 


Mop apt his thumb up in (ig corner 
Wadkerehiek, and wil a wry. face, 


could all the time. 
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Textus de Eccleſia Roffenfi, per Ernulfum "+ 
FP Epiſcopum. Oo 
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IX auctoritate Dei omnipotentis, Patris, et 4 
24 Fil, et Spiritus Sancti, et ſanctorum 
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As che genuineneſs of the conſultation of the Sorlonne 
_: upon the queſtion of baptiſm, was doubted by ſome, and- 

denied by others it las thought proper to print the 

eriginal of this excommunication for the copy of which 
Mr Shandy returns thanks to the chapter clerk of the dean 
and chapter of Nocheſſir. 1 5 
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. CHAP. XI. 


er TRISTRAM SHANDY: 


5 « 2 
* "1 . " 4 4 4 1 + % 220” & 


4 B. the authority of God Ane the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and of 
the holy canons, and of the undeffled Vit 


«© gin Mary, mother and patroneſs of our Sa- 
4 viour”——[1 think there is no neceſſity, 


quoth Dr Slop, dropping the paper dowu to 
his knee, and addreſſing himſelf to my father 
Aas you have read it over, Sir, fo lately, to 


read it aloud and as Captain Shandy ſeems 
to have no great inclination to hear it—l may 


: as well read it to myſelf. That's contrary to 
rreaty, replied my father: —beſides, there is 


ſomething ſo whimſical, eſpecially in the latter 
part of it, 1 ſhould grieve to loſe the pleaſure 
of aſecond reading. DrSlop did not altogether 


like it; but my uncle Toby offering at that 


inſtant to give over whiſtling, and read it him- 
ſelf to them 


face, and holding it quite parallel to it, in or- 


der to hide his chagrin—-be read it alout as 

follows my uncle Toby whiſtline 8. e re, 
though not quite o loud as before. S 

N . By. 


Dr Slop thought he might as 
well read it under the cover of my uncle To- 
by's whiſtling—---as ſuffer my uncle Toby to 
read it alone 0 raiſing up the paper to his 
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jt: Atque omnium cœleſtium virtutum, 
en archangelorum, thronorum, dotni- 
nationum, pocefaroymecherubip ac ſeraphin, & 
fanQtorum patriarcharutm, prophetarum, & om- 
nipm apoſtolorum & cvangelittarum, & ſancto- 
95 rum innocentium, « 21.10 conſpectu Agni Sancti 
dig inti ſunt,Cänticum Cantare novum, et 
x tytum, et ſanetgrutn eonſt fer uw, 
1 virginum, atque omnium fimul 
1 derum es ele 4 vd Dei, . Excominuni- 


2 11 ene 3 0 778 921 Ern. - 


Wh. " 
METS CHE TI r * 
4 # n 1 TRI 3 5 : 


FE reiki Aus, „mat 1Erp Nd I, < 88 Dit et 
6 ups gui e omino Deo, 
Recede a nobis, ſcientiam Yiarum tuarum nolu- 
mg; Soho aqua at lie ** 
8 2 egrum 


i e 
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5 cher and Patronels | 

aid of alt the celeſtial 'yir- 

Neha gels, thrones,” domi- 
„ chert ins and TE s we 

ly patriarch V 4 he it 

997 ap les and evangeliſts, and e 

4 2 00 ly Ma elt, who it the fight'of the Holy 

te LAG. are A ore ee 1 fong 


2 


gerber 3 the rc mo Deke * Jod- May 

„ (Obadiah) © be damn G (for | 

815 knots) .“ We du 204 
© anathematize him, and from the threſholds 


; «of the holy church of God Almighty weſe- 
Uh © queſter him, that he may be tormented, diſ- 
— c Keg is 


poſed, and defivered over with" Batban and 


ce Abiram, and with thoſe Who fay unto the 
Lord God Depart frotn' us, we deſire none 
« of thy ways. 


And as fire is quenched with 
« water, ſo let the light ht of him be put out for 
«& "*vermore-atilets ft II repent him? (Oba- 


make EatisfaRtion®” 


F131 Y 23 bis” 


6 May the Father who eonacin man, curſe 


50 = ah — May the Son who'fefffered' for x us, 


irſe him. May the Holy Shoſt, Whg was 
on to us in —5 Km, curſe him” 15 
9 Y 


g 
— — —— ́Üw——— ——— 
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« 

| illum a crux, quam u Chriftus, pro  noſtr . 

2 2 boſtem trimphäns, aſcendit. 5 1 

5 Oos BAT] E 

Wy aledicat illom ſan®ta Dei generrix.er per. 7 
1 50 * os. 

petua Virgo Nara. Maledicar illum ſanctus 5 

Michael, animarum en lacrarum. Male- | 

woo on ed IN T 

bat iam omnes "AN et champs princi- 5 

on A et Poteſtates, omneſque militia bi teltes. f 

e 
 Maledica illum patriarcharum et prophera- 


0s 
. tum laudabilis umerus Maledicant illum 
lanctus Johannes Precurſor et Baptiſta Chriſti, 
et fanctus Petrus, et ſanctus Paulus, atque 
fanctus Andreas, omneſque Chriſti apoſtoli, 
fi mul, et cæteri diſcipuli, quatuor quoque evan- 
eliſtæ, 9 ſua een mundum univer- 
1 9 15 14 OS. 
ſum -conyerterunt. - Maledicat illum cuneus 
martyrum et confeſſorum mirificus, 8 Deo 
: boms operibus plachar inventus eſt. 
| iD as ; 
 Malegicant fluke! lurmrum virginum chori, 
que mundi vana cauſa honoris Chriſti reſ puen- 
e ach ion e 
1 | da emp unte, Maledicant illum omnes 
fancłi qui ab initio mundi uſque in finem ſeculi 
EE Deo e inveniuntur. 


of 


= 4-1 | TN  Maledicans 


- 


© mother of God, curſe him,— 


ee Baptill, and St. Peter, and St Pan act 


i beloved of God, . e PI | 
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* — May the boly croſs which. Chriſt, for. our 
„ ſalvation, triumphing over his OLIN al 
** cended, curſe. Hin 

„ May the holy and eternal, Pag Mary, 
l May St Mi. 
* chael, the advocate of holy fouls, curſe. him. 

„Map all the angels and archangels, prin- 
* cipalities and powers, and all, the beayegly 
00 armies, curſe him,” Our armies. ſwore ter 
ribly in Flanders, cried my uncle Toby, 
but nothing to chis. For my own. Part 11 
could not have a heart to curſe my dog ſo. ] 


May the praiſe:worthy;; e of pa- 
** triarxchs and prophets curte him. 


May St John the Præcurſor, and St John 


« St Andrew, and all other. Chriſt's apoſtles, 
together curſe him. And may the reſt of ks 
60 diſciples and four evangeliſts, who by their 

55. preaching converted the univerſal world, 
© and .may the holy and wonderful company 
*© of martyrs and confeffors, who by their holy 
works are found plealing, co 804 Almighty, : 
« curſe him” (Obadiah). : 

% May the holy choir of the holy virgins, | 


<« who for the honour. of Chriſt have deſpiſed 


ga the things of the world, damn him,--May all 


ce the ſaints, who from the beginning of the 
«world to everlaſting? ages are found to be 


1 £39510 vens 
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2 * * * 8 * q % 21 Ee 


1 N Maledicant inum ll et terta, et. omnia « 
4 


hol 8 1 11498 10 1 1 

e Mars fir nn ge Fen 5 . 
m9, le in agra, five in via, ſipe in ſemita, <« 
= * e * in aqua, ve 1 in eccloka,.. ce 


legen, binde, moriendo,—— „ 


| a r c 
| 4 | 6 ; t 
| * — 1 
5 1 | L RF ne Hogg Ale : 
l mn 6 
4 manducando, Wen bende briendo, j je- 6 


junando, dormitando, dermiendo, vigilando, © 
ambulando, ſtando, ſedendo, jacendo, operan- 
mand, mingendo, A. fleboto- 


* . O. R | 
NEE Pe” | 8.3] | 
Maledictus be in totis viribus corporis. | 
X54 is 1 Ms! n. "27 } ; £71 1 Del. * 12 * 8 1 


Ma Mews: fit intus et exterius-. 2110 
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bet Z 1474 3 MEN» As 855 8 
ctrehro. Mated TORI in verticez in 8 
. kronte, in auriculis, in ſuperciliis in 
ngen + in malie in avibus}inden- 
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_ in his vertex,” (that iſa fad-odrſe; 
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c yens and earth, and all the holy things 
„ maining therein, damn him” (Obac 150 


or her, (or whoever elſe had a hand | in ** 


ing theſe knots). | 
« May he (Obadiab) be damm W er 
© he be whether in the houſe or the 3 
40 the garden or the field, or the highway, or 
ein the path, or in the wood, or in the Wa- 
6 ter, or in the church. May be be curſed 
*in living, in dying” BP Go my uncle Toby, 
taking the advantage of a-minim in the ſecond 
bar of his tune, kept whiſtling one conti- 
nued note to the end of the ſentence———Dr 
Slop with his diviſion of curſes 127. under 
him like a running baſs all the way.] © May 
„dhe 9 2 in eating and kin 8 
9 a8 in being thirſty; in fa = * 
flumbering, in walking, in 
. ſtanding, 1 in fitting, in lying, in working, in” 
©. reſting, in piſſing,” * and in Blood- 
" letting . e . 


[| 


i 
5 „ * 
an 


mY 


«6 1 hs « (Obadiah) By curſed in BE the 


« faculties of bis-body? 


e be be curſed 3 e 
May be be curfed in the tidir-of his 
lay he be curſed in bis brains, 


er) in his'remples, i hisforchead/in” 
eye bros, in bis checks in 
« tis jv be, in his noſtrils, in his fore- 


tes 7 


/ 


: non we 
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, 
* a 


tihus mordacibus, 1 n labris ſive molibus, in 
labus, in guttere, in humeris; in carpis, in 
brachiis, in manubus, 1 in digitis, 1 in pectore, in 
corde, et ig omnibus interioribus ſtomacho te- 
nus, in renibus, in 1oguine, in femore, in ge- 
nitalibus; in cox1s, in e in cruribus, 1 in 
pedibus, et in unguibus, | F 
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- Matediftus fit in totis compagibus membro- 
rum, a vertice capitis uſque ad plantam RAT 
in co ſanitas. 
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© ls 8 grinders, in his lips, in Bis throat, 
118 bis Roulders, i in his wriſts, in his are, 
in his hands, in his fingers ! | 


May be be damn' d in his mouth 5 a is 
„„ preaſt, in his heart and e down 


to the very ſtomach! 


1 May he be curſed i is fe eins, and in is 
* groin,” (God i in heaven forbid ! quoth my 


- uncle. Toby)_** in his thighs, in his genitals,” 


(my father ſhook his head ) © and in his hips, 


5 and in his Knces " his legs, and feet, and toc- 


© nails! [ - 


5 ce May. 32 be Sed in all the joints ad ar- 


„ ticulations of his members, from the top of 
his head to the ſole of his foot! May there. 


2775 be no ſoundneſs 1 in him! 


% Ma 085 the Son of the living God, nk all 
the. glory of his Maj jeſty Here my uncle 
Toby, throwing Back his head, gave a mon- 
ſtross, long, loud W nee, ſome- 
thing berwixt the interjectional whiſtle of oo”. -: 
day! and the word itſelf.— 

—Þy the golden beard of Filter at of” - 
Juno (if her Majeſty were one) and by the 
beards of the relt of your heathen worlhipe, 
which by the by was no ſmall number, fince 
what with the beards of your celeſtial gods, 
and gods aerial and aquatic==to fay nothing of 
the beards of rown-gods and countty- gods, or 
of the celeſtial goddeſſes your wives, or of the 
inferna] goddeſſes your whores and eee 5 

| . (chat 


* 
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Det inſurgat adverſus illum ctelum cum . 
omnibus virtutibus quæ in eo moventur ad * 
Aanmnandum eum, nil pœnituerit et ad ſatis- N « 
factionem venerit. Amen. Fiat, fiat. Amen. 1 


* 


F L 3 + M 
> 


n 
0 


I 


{that 1 is, in _ 4 wore ee which 
beards, as Varro tells me, upon his word and 
honour, when muſtered up together, made no 
"leſs than thirty thouſand effective beards up- 
on the Pagan eftabliſhment—every beard of 
which claimed the rights and privilegs of be- 
ing ſtroken and ſwofn by——By all theſe 


beards together then vow and proteſt, that 


of the two bad caſſocks I am worth in the 
world, I would have given the better' of them, 
as freely as ever Cid Hamet offered his—only 
to have ſtood by, and heard my uncle wes by 
accompanyment. ih 


— curſe him! continued Dr Slop. 


&* and may heaven, with all the powers cn 
© move therein, riſe up againſt him, curſe and 
re damn him“ (Obadiah) “ unleſs he repem 
tc and make ſatisfaction! Aten. So be it. 


* fo be it. Amen.“ 4 
1 declare, quoth my uncle Toby, my heart 


would not let me curſe the devil himſelf with 
ſo much bitterneſs. He is the father of cur- 
ſes, replied Dr Slop.—So am not I, replied my 


uncle. But he is curſed, and damn'd already, 


to all eternity, replied Dr e 
Jam ſorry for it, quoth my uncle Toby. 
Dr Slop drew up his mouth, and was juſt 
beginning to return 'my uncle Toby the com- 


pliment of his Whu—u-=-u-=or interjectional 


whiſtle—when the door haſtily opening in the 
next Munter but ö an end to the affair. 


Car. 


— 
* a art 
> 


once, than ſtandl to be-prick'd' 150 
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OW Low let us giy©ovilelves. a parcel 
of airs, and preist that the oaths we 
— 8 free with i ig this land of libetty' of ours, 
are our own; and, becauſe we have the ſpirit 
to ſwear chem—imnagine that We Have bac the 

wit to inv eht them too d 
TU undertake. this moment 10 rave to 
any man in the World; except to #conmeiffeur 


though I declare, object only to bil contiolf- 


ſeur in wearing —as Tell do to à connoll- 
ſeur in painting. &c. &c. the whole ſet of em 
are ſo hung round and 35 ofetifÞfd' with the obs 


and'trinkets oft cririviſer eee drop my 
metaphor, which by the by is a pity,—--for I 
ba ferch'd it as#ar- as frotn the ca of Gui. 


ne, — their beads; Sir, are ftuck ſo füll of rules 
and compaſſes, and have that eternal P*open- 
ty togapply⸗ them upon all gccafions, that a 
wor of genius had better go t6'thie” devil at 
an e to 
| bye, Eh, N 5 pcs 785 E 


nige? Ob, SER alt ale, Hy lend — 


. wolf ungrammatically! Bet ixt the ſubſtantive 


and the Lo gr 265 which ſhould agree together 


in vun ber, caſe, and gender, he made 4 Lerch 


| — and Hy tlie; Doi is caſe, 
which n SY) Knows mould govern” the 
3 | Verb, 


* 
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verb, he ſuſpended his voice int the epilogue, | 


2-dozen times, three ſeconds and three fifths 
by a op Ws my lord, each time, —Ad- 
his ws Woke het the Gale fnfpanded Mew 
Did no expreſſion of attitude or countenance 
fill up the chafm -Was the eye ſilent? 
Did 708 narrowly, look 2 L look d only at 
te ſt op Watch, my bein ob- 
to ſerver 

ar And what of hie r new book the whole 
is world makes ſuch a rout/about Oh. tis 

. | out of all plumb, my lord, quite an irregu- 
m lar thing —not one of the angles at the four 
bs corners was a right angle. I had my rule and 
py jf <ompatics, &c, my lord, in mV pocket. 
- 1 eellent critic? _ 

i | ——And for the epic poem your lordfhi ip 
les bid me look, at upon taking the length, 
en. breadth, height, and depth of it; and trying. 
- 2 chem at home u i an exact ſcale of Bau.. 
at dis out, my lord, in every one of its Weg» 
to Gons.—Admirable con noiſſeur! 

- | ——Anddid you ſtep in, to take 4 lock at 


joy Ihe grand picture in your way back - Tis 


= a melanchely daub? my lord; not one prin- 
ie eiple of the pens in any one group Ard 
what. a price for there is. nothing of the 
colouring of Titian—the e 
che grace of Raphari—the purity of Dani. 
e e of Corregio—the learn- 
* Na airs of C the taſte of 

> | "WE 


xpreſſion ot Rabens 


a 
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=b6 THE LIFE AND. -OPINFONS. 
the Carrachis—or the grand contour of An- 
gel. Grant me patience, juſt Heaven! 

Of all the cants which are canted in this cant- 
ing world——though the cant of bypocrites 
may be the wort —the cant of criticilm i is the 


moſt tormenting! þ 
I would go fifty miles on foot, 1 1 | Fed 


not a horſe worth riding on, to kiſs the hand 


of that man whoſe generous, heart will give 


up the reins of his imagination into his au- 
thor's bands —be 5 4 he nde not Why, 
* cares not where ore, 


Great Apollo“ if thou art i in a giving hu- 


Mour- I aſk no more, but one 


give me- 


ſtroke of native humour, with a ſingle ſpark 
of thy own fire along with it — and ſend Mer- 
cury, with the rules and compaſſes, if he can be 
ſpared, with y compliments to- no matter. 

Now” to any one elſe I will undertake te 
prove, that all the oaths and imprecations 


Which we have been puffing off upon the world 


for theſe two, hundred and fifty years laft paſt 


as original——excep t St Pauls thumb Go 


0 fleſh and Gad fiſh, which were oaths monar- 
* chical, and, conſidering who made. chem, not 
much amifs; and as. Kings oaths,” tis not much 


matter whether they were fiſh or fleſh ;—elſe I 


ſay, t there'1 1s 80 an oath, or at. leaſt a curſe, a- 
mongſt them, which has not been copied over 


and over again out of, Ernulghus a. thouſ⸗ 


times: hüt, like all other, copies, how infinite 
IN ſhort of the force. and * of Lhe: 1 | 


lt 


_ 1 


— 
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It is thought to be no bad oath—and by 
itſelf paſſes very well“ C damn you.” — 
Set it beſide Ernulphus' 5——* God Almighty 
« the'Father damn 60e the Son Hark 
e --God the He a7 Ghoſt damn vou: 
you lee tis nothing.— There i is an 8 
In his, we cannot rife up to; beſides, he 1s 
more copious in his invention —poſſeſs d more. 
of the excellencies of a fwearer—had ſuch a 
thorough knowledge of the human frame, its 
mettibranes,” nerves, "ligaments, Enitrings of 
the Joints, and articulations,—that when Er- 
miphus curſed—no part eſcaped. tim — Tis - 


true there is ſomething of a. hardneſs, in his 


manner and, as in Michael Angelo, a want 
of x e bur then there is Tuch A greatneſs of. 
800 o 


My father, who generally looked upon ce. 


e in a light very different from all man- 


kind, Would, . all, never allow this to be 
a original. — e *confidered_ rather Ernul- 


bn anathema, : as, an inſtitute of ſwearing, 
in TR as tie fuſpected, upon the decline of. 
in ſome milder poncificare, , Ernulphas, . 
by or 47 of the ſucceeding pope, had with. | 
great Tearning and * este together | 
r the ſame: reaſon, that 
Jaftinian, in the decline of the empire, bad or- 
flect the 
or civit laws all 1 into one code. 
e ruſt of time : 
* the * of all things committed to oral 


all the laws Of it';- 


dered his chancellor Tribenian 8 co 


or digeſt—leſt, throagh t 


2 N tradition 


0 
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cradition——they ud. be loft to the world 
for ever. SY 
For thi 


je reaſon: my father. old. en 
affirm, there was not an oath, from the great 
and tremendous. oath of Wuliam the Conque- 
vor By the ſplendor of God down to the low- 
eſt oath of a {cavenger ¶ Damn your eyes) which 
was not to be found in Ernuiphus.— In ſhort, 
WM would 2dd—1 4 man to ſw ear out 

n 

The hypotheſis i is, like moſt of my father” 's, 
Kogular, and ingenious too; nor have 1 
ay . 128 but; wa at. orertana ae 


3 FE : £5” * 
* 1 5 
_ — * 
. 4 * 1 
N ena. K 
'% 


— 22 my ſoul b poor miſtreſs 
32 2 is ready to faint and her pains are 
one —and the drops are done — and the bot- 
of i lap is broke and the nurſe has cut 
Tow arm—(and I my thumb, cried Dr Slop,) 
and the child is where it was, continued Su- 
fannub,. and the midwife has fallen back- 
wards upon the edge of the fender, and bruiſed 
ber hip as black as your hat—P1 look atyit, 
quotn Pr Slop.— There is no need of- that, fe- 
lied Syſarnah,—you had better look at 


my 
, auftreſs; but . midwife would gladly firſt 


give yon an account how things are, ſo deſires 
vou would 480 e ane. 1 to a Sis 


i hh „ AAA. ocAS 1S£a a © 


I 
2 


for it, after the reduction of Liſle, 
What might have become of the garriſon of 


come of the 


Rat rr rts 5 E 165 * 0 11 A F. XI "a 74 f 
4 1 +. — 


ö Was. vhen you had the thing abo 
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Human nature is the fame in all profeſſivas 

The midwife had juſt before been put over 
Pr Slop's head. He had not digeſted it. No, 
rephed Dr Slop, it would be full as proper if 
the midwife came down to me. I like fab- 
ordination, quoth my uncle Toby, and but 
F know not 


Ghent, in the mutiny for bread, in the year 
Ten.-—Nor, replied Dr Slop, (parodying 
my uncle Toby's hobby- horſical refleion;, 
though full as hobby-horſical himſelf) d 

J know, Captain Shandy, what might: have be- 
arriſon above ſtairs, in the mu- 
tiny and confuſion I find all things are in at 
preſent, but for the ſubordination of fingers 
and thumbs to #**#*#***.——the application ot 
which, Sir, under this àecident ef 
comes in ſo @ propos, that without it, the cut 

upon my thumb might have been felt by the 


Sandy family, as 2 as: Fe: eres af 
INE a name. e 


, : a 
I 4 -” ” q ” o 
X þ 78 : is T4: OS 41 anK of E K 
44? 2 vo 1 * £ * 4 . 4 . . © * 7 7 $4 2 3 7 7 * 
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5 ET. us 89. bel to die —— —n che 
1 laſt chapter. 5 & 05 ee 
It is a fingular ſtroke of e d (ar? eaſt 
it was fo, when eloquence flouriſhed at Athens 
"and; Rome, and would be fo now, did oraters 


wear mantles) not to mention the name of a | 


— 
© 
* 
— 


M 3 


petto, ready to ea SP in n che "i you el 
want it. A ſcar, an axe, a ſword, a pink'd U. 
doublet, a ruſty helmet, a pound and a half f u 
potaſhes in an urn, or a three-halfpenny pick le- 125 
pot — but above all, a tender infant royally 
accoutred; ;—though, if it was too young, and 


the oration as long as Tully's ſecond Philippis 
it muſt. certainly have beſhit the orator's ] 
mantle and then, again, x too old. —it Þ þ 
muſt have been unwieldy and incommodious b 
to his, action — lo as to make him loſe by his 4 
child almoſt as much as he could gain by it. + 
Otherwiſe, when a ſtate orator has hit the h 
preciſe age to a minute—hid. his BAMBINQ I ; 
in his mantle ſo cunningly,. that no mortal I þ 
could ſmell it—and, produced it ſo critically, 5 
that no ſou] could, ay, it came in by head r 


and ſhoulders—Oh Sixs! it has done wonders .. 
——lt, has. open'd the fluices, and turn'd.the 
15 brains, and ihook the. princi 1ples, and unkjng! 'd 

the politics of half a nation. 
Theſe feats, however, are not to be done, 
except in thoſe ſlates, and times, I ſay, where 
ofators wore. mantles—and etty large ones. 
too, my brethren, with ſome __ or five-and 
twenty yards gf; good purple ſuperfine, markes 
able cloth in them with large flowing. folds. 
and doubles, ang in a great ſtyle of deſign.— 
All which plainly ſhews, may it pleaſe your 
worſhips, that the decay of eloquence, and t 
little good ſervice it does at Preſent, both 
Whis and, Wade Goon, f ede to nothin 18 
elle. 
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elſe in the world but ſhort coats, and the diſ- 
uſe of trunk-hoſe. — We can conceal nothing: 
under rr r worth ons x 


\. 


CHAP xv. 


R Slop was e an ace of being an ex- 
ception ta all this argumentation; for 
Happening to have his green baize bag 2 
his knees, when he began to parody my uncle 
Toby —twas as good as the beſt mantle in 
the world to- him: for which purpoſe, when 
he foreſaw the ſentence would end in his hew- 


invented forceps,” he thruſt his hand into the 


bag, in order to have them 5 15 to clap 
in, when your reverences took ſo mu 
notice of the , which had he managed 


my uncle Toby had certainly been over- 


thrown : the. ſentence and the argument in. 
that caſe jumping cloſely in one point, ſo like. 
the two lines which form the ſalient angle of 
a ravelin,— Dr Slep would never have given 
them up; and my uncle Toby would as 
on have thought of flying, a#taking them 


by force: but Dr 'Slop tumbled ſo vilely in 


pulling them out, it took off the whole effect, 
and what was a.ten times worſe evil, (for they 
ſeldom come alone in this life) in pulling out 


| hon 1e his forceps unfortunately. GER out 


e ſquirt along with it. 
hen a propoſition can be takes; in two 


ee, a law 1 in diſputation, That the re- 


M. 4.  ſpondent. 


ndent may eur ee of the two be 
| ies, or finds moſt convenient for him. 
This threw the advantage of the argument 
quite on my uncle Toby's ſide. ; Good 
God !” cried my uncle Toby, © are tbildren 
at Sree into * n n a a ee Shs 


4 
— * 


. 0 n A r. XVI. Ol hangs 
roy = ON my e Sir, you Have tore 
every bit of ſkin quite off the back of 
both my hands with your forceps, cried my 
uncle Toby-and you have cruſh'd all my 
Knuckles imo the bargain with them to a jelly 
Tis your ohn fault, ſaid Dr Slop you oui 
have clench' d your two fiſts together into the 
form of a child's head as 1 told yea and fat 
Hrin. A did fo, anfwered my uncle TobY. 
Then the points of my torceps have not been 
ſufſiciently arm'd, or the rivet wants clofing 
or elſe the cut on my thumb has made me a 
little awkward—or poſſibly— Tis well, quoth 
my facher, interrupting the detail of poſlibilz- 
ties——that the expefiment was not firſt made 
upon my child s head. piece. It would not 
have been a cherry. ſtone the worſe, anſwered 
Dr Slop.—I maintain it, ſaid my uncle Toby, 
it would have broke the cerebellum (unleſs 
indeed the ſkull had been as hard as a grana- 
do) and turn'd it all into a perfect pofſet.— 


Plhaw'! replied Dr Slop, a child's 1551 18 na- | 


yy: as ſoft as the wad 'of an apples „the 
ſutures 
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ſutures give way and beſides, I could have 


extracted by the feet after ——Not you, faid 


ſhe. I rather'wiſh- you would begin bat 
way, quoth my father. 
do, added ny uncle © Toby. 


CHAP. xvIL 


ND pray, 8000 woman, after all, wilt 

ou take upon you to ſay, it may not 
ke the: child's hip, as well as the child's.head? 
—-- Tis. moſt certainly the head, replied! the 
midwife. ; Becauſe, continued: Dr Slop (turn- 
ing to my father pas poſitive as theſe old ladies 


i enerally are Tis a point very difficult to 


now and yet of the greateſt conſequence 
io be. known ;——becauſe, Sir, if the hip 4s 
miſtaken for the head—there is 2 Peg 
K it is a boy).1 that. the forceps, * 33 Si 6 * * 

Pts 2 

e the Petbbiliry Was, Dr; Slop whic. 
pered very low to my father, and:then to my 
uncle Toby. — There is ng ſuch danger, cop- 
zinued; he, with the head. No, in truch, 


fee my fathe but when your poſibilay 


as taken place at the pe ane 
take off the head too. 


a 1 
SC 


5 2 9 0 1s morally. impoſlitile the reader mould | 
underſtand chis Tis enough, Dr Slop under. 
ſtood it — l taking the green baize bag ia 
His. Hand, with the help. of Obadiah's pumps, 
', for àa mah of his fize, 
5 aacroſs. 


he xripp'd pretty ninbl N 


2 


2% THE LEE AND/OPINIONS 


acreſs the room to the door and from the 


door was ſhewn the way, by the A mid. 
wife, to ts ner, 8 er e 3 


1 


a) 


0 1 A b vm... 

2 388 3181 d 
TT; is two > hours, and ten e no 
more 


Þ mo Ge Du ee and Obadiah, arrived. 


And I know not how it happens, brother To- 


by but to 7s Ame mation it ſroms ud 
an. Age... MES Ting Mc 8 


34 


8 en eee ee Sit; NU hold of hy oo, 


Ppantoufles too. 


L freely make you a preſent of em, on condi- 


don you give me all your autention to this 


chapter. 1 


Though my farker faid;! ©: he. e not: hea 


« iu. Sn —yet he: knew. very wel. how 
it happen' d Are at the inſtant he ſpoke it, 


2 . pre-determined in his mind to give my 


uncle Toby a clear account of the matter by a 


-metaphybcal-diflertacion upon the ſubject of 
Auration and it: ſimple modes, in order to ſhew 


my uncle Toby by what mechaniſm and men: 
{urations in the brain it came to paſs, that the 


rapid fucceſſion of their ideas, and the eternal 


ſcampering of the diſcourſe from one thing to 


another, ſince Dr Slop had come into the 
1 bad lengthened out ſo ſhort. a period to 
We {6- 


ied my father; looking at his. 


„take che belt lang with-i Wy: and m 


Now, Sir, they, ſe all at your, Kride f and: 


LL EEE CGOoatea nu eat roambd warned =*ERSCTS: 


„ 1 6 e 
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fo inconceivable an extent. I. know noc 
*© how it wanne —eried my father, but: I 


e ſeems an N 


Tis owing. entirely, quoth my uncle 


Toby, to the ſucceſſion of our ideas. 


My father, who had an iteh, in common: 


with Al philoſophers, of reaſoning upon every. 


thing which happened, and accounting for it 
too propoſed infinite pleaſure to himſelf in 
this, of the ſucceſſion of ideas, and had not 
the. leaſt apprehenſion of having it ſnatch'd 
out of his hands by my uncle Toby, who 


(honeſt man!) generally took-everything as it 


happened and who, of all things in the 
world, troubled. his brain the leaft with ab 
ſtruſe thinking. — The ideas of time and ſpace 
—or how we came by thoſe ideas or of what- 
ſtuff they were made—or whether they were 
born with us——or we picked them up after 
wards as we went along or whether we did it 
in frocks or not till we had got into breeches 
—vwith a thouſand other inquiries and diſputes 
about INFINITY, PRESCIENCE, LIBERTY, NE. 
CESSITY, and ſo forth, upon whole deſperate 
and unconquerable. theories ſo many fine heads 
have been turned and cracked never did 
my uncle Toby's the leaſt injury at all; my 
father knew ods was no. leſs ſurpri iſeds. 
than he was diſappointed, with my uncle” 8 20s 
tuitous ſolution. . 
Do you underſtand the dere! that; afldird 


* m — | 
** M. 6 | | Noe: | 


hap HE LIER AND « PI TONS 
Not 1, quoth my uncle. 2 
hut vou have ſome ideas, Sul my father, 
of what Fou. talk about: 9— SY IT: 
3 No more than my horſe, raplied, my, uncle 
| 18 beg 2335 „o ite 1 > 
Gracieus ee cried my father, 1 
upwards, and claſping his two hands en 
N ere is a worth in thy honeſt ignorance, 
brother Toby twere almoſt: a pity to ex- 


Þ Worrall it for # Khowledgar But IM tell 
nee. 4 
To underſtand what time is aright, without 


Which we never can comprehend _ infinity, inſo- 
much as, One is a portion of the other we 


--ought- ſeriouſly Ae down and conſider what 


Sen! it. is we have of duration, ſo as to give a 
fatisfactory account how we came by it. 
What is that to any body? quoth my uncle 
Toby. For if yo will turn your eyes in- 
würds upon your mind, continued my fa- 
her, and ohſerve anentively, you will per- 
<4 ceive, brother, that whilſt you and I are 
talking together, and think ing, and ſmok- 
ing ou pipes, or whilſt we receive ſuccef- 
e fively ideas in our minds, we know that we 
* do exiſt, and fo we eſtimate the exiſtence, 
* or the continuation of the exiſtepce of our- 
<< ſelves, or any thing elſe, commenſurate to 
e the ſucceſſion of any ideas in our minds, 
« the duration of ourſelves, ox any ſuch other 


la, 
*J 1 


Ee ching co. eniſting with Our h r | 


Dr TRS N NM SHANDY. 8% 
ce ſo, e to that pręconceived. Vo 
puzzle me to death, cried my uncle Toby. 


'Tis owing to this, replied my father, 
that in Gut *<6imputations of me, we are fo 


uled to minutes, hours, weeks, and months 


of Clocks 1 "with there was net a clock 
in the kingdom) to meaſure out their ſeveral 
Sn to us, ahd te thoſe who belong to us 
that *twill be well, if in time to come, the 


| futceſſin of our ideas be ef any ufe or ſervice 


In us at all. 

Now whether wer Ubſerve it or OY continu- 
ell my father, in every found” ma's head, 
there is à regular ſucceſſion of ideas of one 
Fort or other, which follow each other in train, 
quit like — A train of artillery? ſaid my uncle 
Ty A train of a fiddle-ſtiek quoth my 


father which follow and ane one another 


in our minds at certain diſtances, Juſt like the 


images in the inſide of a lanthorn turned round 


by the hear of a candle. declare, quoth | 
my uncle Toby, mine are more like a ſmoke- | 
Jack—-Then, brother. Toby, 1 have nothing. 
more to TY to Eh out the 92 8 — 


: ' 11 17 — 
| father. 88 
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CHAP. XIX. 


| Au. father in one of his beſt 

ds—1n eager purſuit of a me- 
zphyſical point into the very regions where. 
elouds an thick darkneſs would ſoon have. 
encompaſſed it about my uncle Toby in 
one of the fineſt diſpoſitions for it in the. world; 
His head like a ſmoke-. jack, — the funnel un- 
ſwept, and the ideas whirling: round and 


round about init, all obfuſcated and darken- 


ed over with fuliginous matter hy the. 
tomb · ſtone of Lucian —if it is in being —if 


not, why then by his aſhes L by, the aſhes of 


my dear Rabelais, and dearer Cervantes ; 3 


; my father and my uncle Toby's diſeourſe up- 
on TIME Tand ETERNIT Y-—=was''a diſcourſe 


deyoutly to be wiſhed ' for! and the petulancy 


of my father's humour, in putting; a ſtop to it. 


as he. did, was a robbery of the Ontologic 7 _ 
1 of ſuch a jewel, as no coalition of grea 

occaſions and rent men are ever R to jo 
0 it 4 8855 5 e, 3 7 ec Kur e 
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/ Tissen father perſiſted in not ge 


ing on with the. diſcourſe— yet he could 


not get my uncle Toby's ſmoke Jack out of 


Kis head —piqued as· he was at * Hiſt with it 
3 there 


if 
<a On 


HAT A ci was here loſt 


[ 
hb 
P 
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v 
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E 
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E 
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f 
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3 and hes AG t% ww eee wat © 


with himſelf, and philoſophize abdut it: but 


his. fpirits being wore aut with the fatigues of 


inveſtigating new tracts, and the conſtant. ex: 
ertion of his faculties upon that variety of 


ſubjects which had taken their turn in the 


diſcourſe the idea of the ſmoke: jack ſoon 
turned all his ideas upſide down —ſo that he 
fell aſleep · almoſt before he Knew What he Was 
about. | 1 A F: — NI wel 10 ROT Lo 3 CTC 

As for my uncle Toby, his ſmoke- jack had 
not made a dozen revolutions, before he fell 
aſleep alſo. Peace be with them both ;!+—. 


mother above ſtairs. Trim is buſy in turning 
an old pair of jack - boots into a couple of mor- 

tars, to be employed in the ſiege: of Mena 
next ſummer and is this inſtant boring che 
touch-holes with the point of a hot pok en. 
All my heroes are off my hands; it is che 
firſt time I have had a moment to ſpare and 
EL make uſe of. it, apd write my preface. 
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i: —in publiſhing it—I have appealed 
to che wor Id — and to i world 1 leave it wit 
mult ſpeak far itſellt. 

All 1 know of the matter ehen 1 fat 
down my intent was to write. a good book, 
and as far as the tenuity of my underſtanding 
would hold out —a wife, aye, and a diſcreet;— 
taking care-only, as T went along, to put into 
it all the wit and the judgment (be it more or 
leſs) which the great Author and: Beſt 


them had thought fic originally to give me. 
ſo that, as your Wage er is Juſt as 
J ate. 

Now, Agalgſtes ({peal ing -difpraiſingly) 5 
eth, That chere may be ſome wit im it, for aught 
the: knows but no judgment at all. And 
Friptolemus and Pbutatorius Sgrecing. thereto, 
:aſk, How is it poſſible there ſhould ? for: that 
wit and judgment in this world never go to- 
:gether;; 'F inafmuch as they are two; * 
differing from each other as wide as eaſt from 
-welt.——So ſays Locle ſo are farting and 
hickuping, ſay 75 But in anſwer to this, Didi. 
1 the great church lawyer, in his code de For- 


itendi et illuſtrundi fallaciit, doth maintain and 


make fully: appear, That an, illuſtration. is ne 


argument — nor do I maintain the wiping of a 
11 clean to be a\lzlogilen but 


Jou 
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you all, may it pleaſe your worſhips, ſee the 


better for It——ſ{o-that the main good theſe 
things do, is only to clarify the underſtand- 
ing) previous to the applicarion of the arg 
ment irſelf, in order te free it from any 


motes, or fpecks of opacular matter, which, if 


_ Cwimmin therein, might binder a con- 

tion, and peil n ee 10 enn 

ow, my dear anti-Shandeans, na: l 
able criticks and fellow- labourers (for to yo 
I write this Preface) - and to you, moſt Aub- 
rle ſtateſmen and diſereet doctors 0 o pull 
off your beards) renowned fer - gravi 
wiſdom;——Monvpolus, my politician Ds ens, 
my counſel; K Vareius, „ my friend ;—Phntg- 
wrius, my guide Gaftripheres, che preſetver 


of my life ;—Somnolentius, the balm and 1 


poſe of it for all other 
ſleeping as waking, eccleſiaſtical as civil, 


My moſt: Sende ih 1 ert; 0 
in your behalf, and in my own too, in caſe the. 
thing is not done already for us is, chat che 
great gifts and endownients boch of wit and + 
judgment, with every thing which aſually 
2 along with them ſfuch as memory; 

ncy, genius, eloquence, quick parts, and 
what not, may this precious moment, without 


ſtint or meaſure, let or hindrance; be poured. 
7 net warm e of us could bear it 


for brevity, but out Ria no o reſentment” to = 
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ſcum and ſediment and all (for I would not 
have a drop loft) into the ſeveral receptacles, 
cells, cellules, domiciles, dormitories, refecto- 
ries, and ſpare places of our brains: in ſuch 
fort, that they might continbe to be injected + -/ 
and tunn'd into, according to the true intent 
and meaning of my wiſh, until every veſſel of WM m. 
them, both great and ſmall, be fo repleniſb'd, I th 
Jaturared, and filled up therewith, that no 111 
more, would it {ave a man's life, could poſfi- 

e got either in or okt 
- BleG us k. what nobſe work we ſnould . 
make! how ſhould - tickle it off! and 4 
what ſpirits ſhould 1 find myſelf in, to be be 
writing away for ſuch readers and you hi 
paſt heaven !—with what raptures would you 
At and read—But -ot }Þ—*tis too much—I am | © 
Hel—] faint. away deliciouſiy at the thoughts | 4 
af it tis more than nature can bear !——lay | Y 
hold of me—I am giddy I am ſtone blind— | 2 
Em dying<Lam gone — Help! Help! Help! 
But hold grow ſomething better again, 
for I am beginning tò forefee, when this is 
over, that as we ſhall all ef us continue to be 
great wits . e ſhould never agree amongſt 
eurfelves one day cds e would be 
Jo much ſatire and ſarcaſm g 5 
flouting, with rallying and repatteeing of it — r 
thruſting and parrying in one corner or an- ; 
{ 


Acofting and 


other —there would be nothing but miſchief 
among us Chaſte ſtars! what biting and 
Wrarching, and what a racket and * 
ä 5 hould, 


— 
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Mould make !—What with breaking of heads, 
rapping, of knuckles, and hitting of ſore places 
there ald be no: „en thing as living 
for u r 
But. then. again, as we. ans all“ * us be 
men of, great judgment, we ſhould make up 
matters as faſt as. ever they went wrong; and 
though we ſhould abominate each other. ten 
times worſe than ſo many, devils or devilefs, 
we ſbould nevertheleſs, my dear creatures, be 
all courteſy_and kindnefs, milk and honey— 
t would be-a ſecond land of.. promife—a para- 
diſe upon earth, if there was ſuch a thing to 
be had ſo that upon Us, whole. we ſhould 
have, done well. enough. 

All I fret. and fume at, *d what moſt dil- 
treſſes my invention at preſent, is how to bring 
the point itſelf to bear 5 for as your worſhips 
well know, that of theſe heavenly emanations 
of wit and judgment, which I have ſo bounti- 
fully wiſhed both. for your worſhips and my- 
fel there is but a certain quantum ſtored up 
for us all, for the uſt and behoof of the whole 
race of mankind; and ſuch ſmall medicums of. 
em are only ſent forth into this wide world, 
eirculating here and there in one by- corner 
or another and ſuch narrow, ſtreams, and. 
at ſuch prodigi. ot intervals from each other, 
that one. would wonder how it holds out, or 
could be ſafficient for the wants and emer» 
gencies. of 1 1 6 Populous 
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- "Indeed there is one thing to be conſidered, 
hin: in Nova Zenibla, © North Lapland, and in 
all thoſe cold and dreary tracts of the globe, 
whichiHe- more directly under the arctic and 
antarctic circles, Where the whole province 
of à man's concernments lies for near nine 
months together within the narrow compaſs 
of, his cave where the ſpirits are compreſſed 
anhoſt to nothing and e the paſſions of a 
man, with every thing which belongs to them, 
wu as frigid as the zone itfelf—there the Teaft 
ern of jud ment imaginable does the bu- 
eſs; and of wit—there is a total and an 
Abſbiuce faving — 
wanted fo not one ſpark is given. Angels 
and miniſters of grace defend us! what à dif- 
mal thing would it have been to have govert.- 
ed a kingdom, to have fougbt a battle, or 
made a teaty, or run a match; or Wrote a 
Dock, or got a child, or held a provincial 
chapter there, with ſo Flentiful 'a Iatk of wit 
and judgment about us! For mercy's Take, 
let us think no more abo it, but travel on 
a) faſt as We can ſouthwards: into Norway=— 
croffing over Swedeland, if you pleaſe, through 
the fmaltiriangular province of Angermania to 
the lake of Bothnig.; coaſting along it through 
ealt-and weſt Bohn, down” to Carelia, and 
ſo on, "through all thoſe ſtates and provitices 


which border: upon the far ſide of the Gulf” of 


Mun, and the nerthzeaſt of the Baltic, up 
& ae x and juſt ** into — 


or as not one ſpark by 1 


Lao n fc. ©. 


 Afeatick Tatar. 


1 eee over drectly n. tbakce 
through the north parts of the Ruſſian empire 
—lcaving, Siberia a little upon the left hand, 
till we got into the very heart of age and : 

Now through this long tour Which I have 
led you, you oblerye the good people are bet- 
ter off by far, than in: the polar countries 
which we have juſt left: for if you hold your 
hand over your eyes, and look very atten- 
tively, you may perceive ſome ſmall glimmer; 
ings, (as it were) of wit, with a comfortable 
proviſion of good plain houſehold judgment, 
which, taking the quality and quantity of it. 
together, they make a very good ſhift, with 
— and had they more of either the one or 
the other, it would. deſtroꝝ the proper balance 
betwixt them, and; E am ſatisfied moreover 
they would want occaſions to put them to uſe. 

Now, Sir, if conduct you home again into 
this warmer and more luxuriaat iſland; Where 
you perceive the ſpring- tide of our blood and 
humours runs high-——where. we have more 
ambition, and' pride, and envy, and Jecherfutnd- 
other whoreſon paſſions upon ou hands tat go- 
vern and ſubject to reaſon che heighi of our 
pit, and the depth of our judgment, you ſee, are 
exactly propor tioned to che length and hreadib 
of our neeeſſities and accordingly: we have 
tbem ſent down amongſt us in ſuch a flowing 


kind of decent and creditable plenty, baten 


e has any ends con 


„ 
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It muſt however be confeſſed on this head, 
that, as our air blows het and cold wet aud : 


dry, ten times in a day, we have them in no 
regular and ſettled way; - ſo that ſometimes 
for near half a century together, there ſhall be 
very little wit or judgment either to be feen or 
heard of amongſt us: — the ſmall channels o- 
them ſhall ſeem quite dried up——then all of 
a ſudden the Nuices ſhall break out, and take 
a ſit of running again like fury. ou would 


think they would never ſtop: And then it 


is, that in writing, and fighting, 'and twenty 
other — things, we ee all che werld 
before us. 7 ter as 22/1 

It is by cheſe Aortic) ME) wary rea- 
ſoning by analogy in that kind of *argumenta- 
tive-procels, which Suidas calls dialectic indue. 


tion, chat I draw and ſet up ee as moſt 


true and veritable: - 10 nc 16 


That of theſe two luminaries ſo . | 


their iri adiations are ſuffered trom time to time 
to ſhine down upon us, as he, whofe infinite 
wiſdom, which diſpenſes every thing in exact 
2 and meaſure, knows will juft ferve to 


lighe us on our way in this night of our obſcu- 
rity; ſo that your reverences and worſhips now | 


find out, nor is it a moment longer in my 


power to conceal it from you, That the fervent 


wiſh in your behalf with which I ſet out, was 
no more chan the firſt inſnuating How dye of 


a careſſing pretacer, fiifling his reader aw 
. ſometimes does a coy miſtreſs, into i-. 


85 lence. 
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in an air ſung, or a ſtory pa 
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lence. For, alas! could this effuſion of light 


have been as eaſily procured, as the exordium 


withed it tremble to think how many thou- 


ſands; for it, of benighted travellets (in the 
learned ſciences at leaſt) muſt have groped and 
blandered-on inthe dark, all the nightsof their 


lives— running their heads againſt poſts, and 


knocking out their brains without ever getting 
to their journey's end; ſome falling with - 
their noſes perpendicularly into ſinks e- 
thers horizontally with their tails into kennels. 
Here one halfof a learned profeſſion tilting full 
butt againſt the other half of it, and then tum 
bling and rolling one half over another in the 
dirt liæe hogs. Here the brethren of another 
profeſſion, — ſhould have run in oppoſition to 
each other, flying on the contrary like a flockx 
of wild geeſe, all in a row, the ſame way. 
What confuſion what miſtakes —fiddlers 
and painters judging by their eyes and ears— 
admirable !—traſting to the paſſions excited——» 
Feed to the heart 

——inſtead. of meaſuring them by a quad 
rant. 855 
In the Fore-ground of this ian a e 5 
turning the political wheel, ke a brute, the 
wrong way round again the ſtream of 
eee Heaven \——inſtead of w 5 
3 2 
In 3 corner, «Co of the divine Eſeulopins,... 
writing a book againſt predeſtination; per- 
1 worle—fecling bis 8 pulſe, ſtead 


of his. apothecary' Noida rei of the. Fa- 
culty in the back ground upon his knees in 
tears—drawing the curtains; of a mangled 
victim to beg bis ne —offerit J a fee 

—inſtead of taking one. 

In chat ſpacious nalz, 4 1 ot * 
gown, 3 all the bars of it, driving a damn'd, 


Jirty, vexatious cauſe before — with all 
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their might and main, the wrong way! 
kicking it out of the great daors, inſtead of in, 
and with ſuch. fury in their looks, and 
tuch a degree of inveteracy in their manner 
of kicking it, as if the laws had been original- 
ly made for the peace and preſervation of 
mankind:— perhaps a more enormous mi- 
ſtake committed by them ſtill a liti- 
gatod point fairly hung up; for inſtance, 
hether Jobn o Notes his noſe could ftand in 
Tom o Stiles. his face, without a treſpaſs, or not 
——raſhly. determined by them in five-and- 
twenty — Baba which, with the cautious pro's 
3 s required in 'fo intrieate a proceed- 
ing, might have taken up as many months 

Ke carried on upon a military plan, as your 
anl. know an action ſhould be, with all 
the ſtratagems practicable therein, ——fſuch 
as. feints forced marches . ſurprizes 
AA mbuſcades— mafk- batteries, and a 
thouſand other ſtrokes of generalſhip, which 
conſiſts in catching at all advantages on both 
; fdes——might Ay * n them 
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xs many years, finding food and raiment all 
that term for a centumvirate of the profeſſion. 

As for the Clergy- 
word againſt them, P11 be ſhot. Lhave no 
defire,—and beſides, if I had durſt not for 
my ſoul touch upon the ſubject: with ſuch 
weak nerves and ſpirits, and in the condition 
Jam in at preſent, twould be as much as my 
life was worth, to deject and contriſt myſelf 
with ſo fad and melancholy an account—and 
therefore tis fafer to draw a curtain acroſs, and 
haſten from i it, as faſt as I can, to the main and 
principal point L have undertaken to clear up 
and that is, How it comes fo paſs, that 
your men of leaſt wit are reported to be men 
of moſt judgment.—But mark—l ſay, report. 
ed to be—tor it is ng more, my dear Sirs, than 
a report, and which, like twenty others taken 
up every day upon truſt, I maintain to be a 
vile and a malicious report into the bargain. 

This, by the help of the obſervation already | 

premiſed, and I hope already weighed and 
= pended by your-reverences and worſhi PS, 1 
Il forthwith make appear. 

V hate ſet diſſerrations and W all 
things in the world, tis one of the fillieſt things 
in one of them, to darken your hypotheſis by 
placing a number of tall, opaque words, one 
before another, in a right line, betwixt your 
own and your reader's conception When in all 
likelihood, if you had looked about, you might 
bave ſeen ſomething aint, or hanging 

Vox. I. N up, 


No if ＋ ſay = 
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up, which would have cleared the point at 
once“ For what binderance, hurt, or harm 
s doth the laudable deſire of knowledge bring 
„to any man, if even from a ſot, a por, a 
46 fool, a ſtool, a winter-mitiain, a truckle: for 
«© a pully, the lid of a goldſmich's cracible, 
< an dil bottle, an old flipper, or a. cane- 
4. chair? I am this moment ptting upon 
one. Will you give me leave to illuſtrate this 
affair of wit and judgment, by the two knobs 
on the top of the back of it? they are faſten. 
ed on, you ſee, with two pegs ſtuck ſlightly 
into two Simlet-holes, and will place what ! 
have to ſay in ſo clear a Tight, as to let you 
ſee through the drift and meaning of my 
Whole 8 as plainly as if every point and 
; PRICE: of it was made up of ſun-beams. - 
I enter, now directly upon the point; 
* => Here: tands.2vii—and there fands 7; 
we cloſe beſide it, juſt like the two Eoob⸗ 
ſpeaking of, upon the back of this felf- 
L ras, chair on which I am fitting. -. ,* 
© You fee, they are the higheſt! and moſt 
ornamental parts of its frame———as wit and 
udgment are of ours —and like them $00, in. 
Aubitably both made and fitted to go toge- 
ther, in order, as we ſay. in all ſuch caſes of 
duplicated embelliſmments,— — 1% anſiuer one 
 @nather., = 
Now, for the ſake of an experiment, nd 
for the clearer illuſtrating this matter let 
4 Hor a moment take off one of * two cu- 
| rious 


it. Now, would any man who valued his cim 


nous ornaments a care not which) from the 
point or pinnacle of the chair it now ſtands 
on—nay, don't laugh at it But did you ever 


e, in the whole courſe of your lives, ſuch a 
erf dans buſineſs as this has made of it 


175 


Why, tis as miſerable a ſight as a ſow with 


one ear; and there is Juſt as much fenſe and 


ſymmetry in the one as in the other: d 
pray, get off your ſeats only to take a view of 


rater a ſtraw, have turned a piece of work: 
out of his hand in ſuch a condition? may, 
lay your hands upon your hearts and anſwer! 
this plain queſtion; Whether chis one fin: gle 
knob, which no- ſtands here like a block 
head by itſelf, can ſetve any purpoſe upon 
earth, but to put one in mind of the want of 
the other and let me farther aſk; in eaſe 
the chair was your on, if you' would net in 
your conſciences think, rather than be as it is, 
that it would be ten times better Wiekeut any: 
knob at all, „ b 

Now theſe two Webs el top fatto 
of che mind of man, which crown the whole 
entablature being, as aid, wit and judg-' 
ment, which of all others, as 1 have proved it, 
are the moſt” needfil—the- moſt prized—the- 
moſt calamitous to be without, and conſe- 
quently the hardeft to come at for all 
theſe reaſons put together; there is not a mor- 
tal among us, ſo déſtirute of a love of good 
lame or feeding or ſo i zen of what wil do. 
8 him 


< [ 
* 


o- - Cy 


# 


292 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 
him good therein ho does not wif and 
ſtedfaſtly reſolve in his own mind, to be, or 
to be thought at leaft, maſter of the one or 
the other, and indeed of both of them, if the 
thing ſeems any way feaſible, or likely to be 
brought to pals. . ts 
Now, your graver gentry having little or no 
Kind of chance in aiming at the one,—unleſs 
they laid hold of the other pray what do 
you think would become of them? Why, 


＋ 


Sirs, in ſpite of all their gravities, they muſt 


een have been contented to have gone with 
Eheir inſides naked—This was not to be borne, 
Hut by an effort of philoſophy not to be ſup- 
poſed in the caſe we are upon—lo that no one 
could well have been angry with them, had 


they been ſatisfied with what little they could 


Have ſnatched up and ſecreted under their 
Cloaks and great perivgs, had they not raiſed 
a hue and cry at the ſame time againſt the 
lawful owners. 5 12 
I need not tell your worſhips, that this was 
gone with ſo much cunning and artifice— 
chat the great Locke, who was ſeldom outwit- 
ted by falſe ſounds—was nevertheleſs bubbled 


lemn a one, and what with the help of great 
wigs, grave faces, and other implements of 
deceit, was rendered ſo general a one againſt 
the poor wits in this matter, that the philoſo- 
pher himſelf was deceived by it——It was his 
glory do free the world from the lumber of a 
Tx 9 thouſand 
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thouſand vulgar errors, —but this was not of 


the number; ſo that inſtead of ſitting down 


coolly, as ſuch a philoſopher ſhould have done, 
to have examined the matter of fact before he 
philoſophiſed upon it——on the contrary he 
took the fact for granted, and ſo joined in 
with the cry, and halloo'd it as boiſterouſly as 
chene, 3 „ | 5 
This has been made the Magna Charta of 
ſtupidity ever ſince - but your reverences 
plainly ſee, it has been obtained in ſuch a 
manner, that the title to it is not worth a 


groat: — which by the by is one of the many - 


and vile impoſitions which gravity and grave 
folks have to anſwer for hereafter. 


* 


Ass for great wigs, upon which IL may-be. 5 


thought to have ſpoken my mind ſo freely 

I beg leave to qualify whatever has been un- 
guardedly ſaid to their diſpraiſe or prejudice, 
by one general declaration—That I have no 
abhorrence whatever, nor do I deteſt and ab- 
jure either great wigs or long beards, any fats 
ther than when I ſee they. are beſpoke and let 
grow on purpoſe to carry on this ſelf. ſame im- 


poſture for any purpoſe Peace be with 
them 1 Mark only — 1 write not for | 
N. 
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char. xx. Yy 


1 , VERY day, for at leaſt ten years toge- 
tber, did my father reſolve to have it 
| mended— tis not mended yet ;——no family 


put ours would have borne with it an hour 
and what is moſt aſtoniſhing, there was not a 


ſabje& in the world upon which my father was 
ſo eloquent, as upon that of door-hinges—— 
and yet, at the ſame time, he was certainly 
one of the greateſt bubbles to them, I think, 

that hiſtory can produce: his rhetoric and 
conduct were at perpetual handy-cuffs.—Ne- 


yer did the parlour-door open—but his philo- 


ſoply or his principles fell # victim to it;— 
Three drops of oil with a feather, and a ſmart 
ſtroke of a hammer, had faved his honour for 
ever. 
* —Jnconſfiſtent ſoul that man is lan- 
gvithing under wounds, which he has the 
Power to heal !—his whole life a contradiction 
do his Knowledge bis reaſon, that precious 
gift of God to him——(uiſtead of pouring in 
; IYferring but to ſharpen bis ſenſibilities— 
to multiply his palns, and render him melan- 
choly and more uneaſy under them !—-Poor 
unhappy creature, that he ſhould do fo !— 
Are not the neceſſary cauſes of miſery in this 
life enow, but he muſt add voluntary ones to 
his ſtock of ſorrow, ſtruggle againſt evils 
ana "cannot be avoided, and ſubmit che o- 
thers 
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thers which a tenth part of the trouble they 
create him Nope remove from his heart for 


ever? 


By all that is 00d and virtuous! if ro 
are. three drops s oil to be got, and a ham- 
mer to be found within ten miles of Shandy- 
Hall—the parlour door ORE mall be mend- 
nt this TO ae: | 


CH AP. XkII. bs 
HEN Corporal Trim bad biobglt kiſs 


knowing what a pleaſure it would be to his 
maſter to fee them, he was not able to reſiſt 
the deſire he had of carrying them directly 
into his parlour. 

Now, next to the moral Jeff had in view 
in mentioning the affair of hinges, I had a ſpe- 
eulative conkideration ariſing. our of it, and ic 
is this: ; 


Had the parlour door odened. and turn d 


vpen ite hinges, as a door ſhould do-— 


3 for Ser as e as dur 1 


"TI" 7 


no —.—— & "her to N © or man, in OE 
ral Trim's peeping in: the moment he had 
n my father * my uncle 807. faſt. a- 


- 
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VV two mortars to bear, he was. delighted 
with. his handy-work above meaſure; and 
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ſleep——the reſpectfulneſs of his carriage was 
fuch, he would have retired as filent as death, 
and left them both in their arm-chairs, dream- 
ing as happy as he had found them: but the 
thing was, morally ſpeaking, ſo very imprac- 
ticable, that for the many years in which this 
hinge was ſuffered to be out of order, and a- 
mongſt the hourly grievances my father ſub- 
mitted to upon its account — this was one, 
That he never folded his arms to take his nap 
after dinner, but the thoughts of being una- 
voidably awakened by the firſt perſon who 
ſhould open the door, was always uppermoſt 
in his imagination, and ſo inceſſantly ſtepp'd 
in betwixt him and the firſt balmy preſage of 
his repoſe, as to rob him, as he often decla- 
red, of the whole ſweets of it. iy 

hen things move upon bad hinges, an' pleaſe 
2 % your worſhips, how can it be ot berwife 8 
Pray what's the matter? who is there? cri. 
ed my father, waking the moment the door 
began to creak I with the ſmith would 

Eve a peep at that. confounded hinge. 
is nothing, an' pleaſe your honour, ſaid 
Trim, but two mortars J am bringing in.—— 
- They ſhan't make a clatter with them here, 
cried. my father haſtily.—If Dr Slop has any 
drugs to pound, let him do it in the kitchen.— 
May it pleaſe your honour, cried Trim, they 
are two mortar- pieces for a ſiege next ſum- 
mer, which I have been making out of a pair 
of ot, which Obadiah — me your 
honour 


honour had left off wearing. 
cried my father, ſpringing out © his chair- as 
he {wore 


longing to me, which 1 ſet ſo much ſtore by 


viewed them: 
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-By Heaven ! 


I have not one appointment be- 


as I do by theſe Jack- - boots they were our 
great-grandtather's, brother Toby—they were 


hereditary. Then I fear, quoth my uncle To- 


by, Trim has cut off the entail.—T have only 


cut off the tops, an' pleaſe your honour, cried 


Trim. —I hate perpetuities as much as any man 


alive, cried my tather—bur theſe jack-boots, . 


continued. he (ſmiling, though very angry at 


the ſame time) have been in the family, bro- 
ther, ever ſince the civil wars—Sir Roger Shan- 
dy wore them at the battle of Mar##n-Moor 
bg declare I would not have taken ten pounds 
Il pay you the money, brother 


for them. 
Shandy, quoth my uncle Toby, looking at the 
two mortars with infinite pleaſure, and put- 


ting his hand into his breeches-pocket as he 
I'll pay you the ten pounds 


this moment ok all my heart and loul.— 
Brother Toby, replied my father, altering 


his tone, you care not what money you diſſi- 
pate and throw.away, provided, continued he, 
tis but upon a SLEGE.—Have I not one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds a year, beſides my 
half. pay? cried my uncle Toby. What is 
eee eee my father haſtily to ten 
pounds for a pair of jack- boots? twelve 
guineas for your pontoons half as much for 
Wa Dutch draw- bridge! to ſay nothing af 
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the train of little braſs artillery you beſpoke 
lat week, with e other preparations for 
the ſiege of Meſſina : believe me, dear bro- 
theriToby, continued. my. father, taking him 
kindly by the hand—theſe military operations 
of-yours are above your ſtrength; —you mean 
well, brother - hut they carry you into great- 
er expences than you were at firſt aware of 
and take my word, dear Toby, they will in the 
end quite ruin your fortune, and make a beg 
gar of you. What ſignifies it if they do, 
brother, replied my uncle Toby, ſo long as 
we Know 'tis for the good of the nation 
My father could not help ſmiling for his ſoul 
adit: anger at the worſt was never more than 
a ſpark ; and the zeal and ſimplicity of Trim 
and the generous (though hobby-horſical) 
gallantry of my uncle Toby, bygught him in- 
to perfect bee bumobe with em in an in- 


| ſtant. Jh 4 


SBenerous fouls!—-God 8 you e 
and your r aa too * zt _ father 
band 124; cnt 18185 
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WIE 1s guter «ac: buſh; cried my PRO 
at leaſt above-ſtairs——L hear not one 
be ſtirring. ——Prithee, Trim, who's in the 
kitchen! There is no one ſoul in the kitchen, 
anſwered Trim, making à low bow as he 
ſpoke, except Dr Sog. —Confuff on! cried my 
us father, 
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father, (getting up upon his legs a ſecond. 
time)——not one ſingle thing has gone right 
this day! Had 1 faith in aſtrology, brother, 
(which, by the by, my father had) I would 


have ſworn ſome retrograde planet was hang= 
ing over this unfortunate houſe of mine, and. 


turning every. individual thing in it out of its 
place ——Why, I thought Dr 9 had been 
above- ſtairs with my wife, and ſo ſaid you.— 


What can the fellow be puzzling about in the 
kitchen: Ie is buſy, an' pleaſe your honour, 


replied Trim, in making a bridge. Tis very 


obliging in him, quoth my uncle Foby: — pray 


give my humble ſervice to Dr Slop, "Teams 
and tell him I thank him heartily. | 

' You muſt know, my uncle Toby e 
the bridge——as widely. as my father miſtook. 
the mortars—But- to underitand how my un- 
cle Toby could miſtake the bridge—l fear E 


muſt give you an exact account of the road 


which led to it; r to drop my metaphor 
(for there is nothing more diſhoneſt in an hi- 


ſtorian than the ule of one) —in order to con- 
ceive the probability of this error in my uncle 
Toby aright, I muſt give you ſome account of 


an adventure of 'Trim's, though much againſt 
my will; I fay much againſt 

becauſe, the ſtory, in one ſenſe, is certainly 
out of its place here, for by right it ſhould 


eome in, either amongſt the anecdotes: of my 


uncle Toby's-amours. with widow:Wadman, in 


which corporal Trim was no mean actor—or 
. N 6 | : "5 


my will, "only. 
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elſe in the middle of his and my uncle Toby's 


* campaigns on the bowling-green—for it will 
do very well in either .place,;—but then if T 
zeſerve it for either of theſe parts of my ſtory 


AI ruin the ſtory I'm upon ;—and if I tel 


at here——l i matters, and ruin it 
there. 


| What would your worſhips have 4 me to do 
in this caſe? _.. 
—Tell it, Mr Shandy, by all means. 


You are a fool, Triſtram, if you do. 


© ye powers! (tor-powers ye are, and g great 


mis too) which enable mortal man to tell a 


worth the hearing that kindly ſhew 


him, where he is to begin it and where he 


zs to end it——what he is to put into i. 


5 and what he is to leave out how much of it 


He is to caſt into a ſhade—-and whereabouts 
he is to throw his hight !——Ye, who preſide 


Ver this vaſt empire of biographical free- 


Þooters,-and-ſee how many ſcrapes and plun- 
955 Four ſubjefts daa fall into n you 


I beg v4 beſeech you. (in cal; you will do 


3 better for us) that wherever in any 


Part of your dominions it ſo falls out, that three 
Leveral roads meet in one point, as they have 
done juſt here that at leaſt you ſet up a 
guide · poſt in the centre of them, in mere cha- 


rity, to: direct an uncertain Ari which of the 


ne _ is to e gt 1 


iO 
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robe the ſhock my oncle Toby n re. 
1 ceived the year after the demolition of 
Dunkjrk, in his affair with widow Wadman, 

had fixed him in a reſolution never more to 
think of the ſex—or of aught which belong- 
ed to it; yet corporal Trim had made no fuch 
bargain with himſelf. Indeed, in my uncle 
Toby's caſe, there was a ſtrange and unac- 
countable concurrence of circumſtances which 
inſenſibly drew him in, to lay ſiege to that fair 
and ſtrong citadel.—In Trim's cafe there was 
a concurrence of nothing in the world, but of 
him and Bridget in the kitchen though in 
truth, the love and veneration he bore his 
maſter was ſuch, and ſo fond was he of imita- 
ting him in all he did, that had my uncle To- 
by employed his time and genius in tagging 
of points I am perſuaded the honeſt corpo- 
ral would have laid down his arms, and fo 
lowed his example with pleaſure.” When 
therefore my uncle Toby ſat down before the 
miſtreſs——corporal Trim mconenently took 
ma—_ before the maid. 

Now, my dear friend Carrick, hom Fave 
fo much cauſe to eſteem and bonour— (why, 
or wherefore, tis no matter can it eſcape 
your penetration defy it that ſo many 
play-wrights, and opificers of chit- chat, have 
over ſince * Working upon Trim's and: aa 
8 EW 4X un 
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uncle Toby's pattern? —I care not what Ari- 


Aotie, or Pacuvins, or Baſſi, or Ricaboni ſa⸗y— 


(though I never. read one of them)—there is 
nat a greater difference between a fingle-horfe 


chair and madam Pampadour s vis-a-vis, than 
betwixt a ſingle amour, and an amour thus 


nobly doubled, and going upon all four, pran- 
cing thronghour. a grand drama Sir, a fim- 
ple, ſingle, filly. affair of that kind—is her 


loſt in five. acts but. chat 1s neither lere 
AMthere: .: i 
Aſter a ſeries of r ant repolfes i in a 
cotirfe; of nine months on my uncle Toby's 
quarter, a moſt minute account of every par- 
ticular. of which ſhall be given in its. proper 
place, my uncle Toby, honeſt man! found it 
neceflary to draw off his forces, and. raiſe the 


liege ſomew hat indignantly. 
Corporal Trim, as 1 ſaid, "had — IG ſack 


bargain either with himfelf—or with any one 


elſe Ahe fidelity however of his heart not 


ſuffering. him to go into a houſe which his 


maſter-bad. forſaken. with diſguſt—he poopie 
ed himſelf with turning his part of: the ſieę 
into a blockade, that is, he kept others © 
for though he never, after went tothe 2/127: 


yet he never met Bridget in the village; but he 
would. either. nod, or wink, or ſmile, or look 
kiadly at her—or. (as. circumſtances; directed) 


he, rh ſhake her. by the hand—or aſk her 
lovingly how ſhe did —or would give her a 


nd now⸗ -and- then, though never but 
SB ; when 
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when it could be done wick Ae would 
give Bridget a —. | 
Preciſely in this Sand did Hicks ings 


ſtand for five years; that is, from the demolis 


tion of Dunkirꝭ in the year 13, to the latter 
end of my uncle Toby's campaign in the year 


18, which was about ſix or ſeven weeks before - | 


che time Lm ſpeaking of—when Frim, as his 
cuſtom was, after he had put my uncle Toby 
to bed, going down one moon-ſhiny: night to 
ſee that every thing was Tight. at his fortifica- 
tions. in the lane ſeparated from the bowl- 
ing-green with flowering ſhrubs: and holy 
He! eſpied his Bridget. oo Aa ä 

As the corporal Gonght aan was nothing 
m'the world fo welt worth-ſhewing as the glo- 
rious works which he and my uncle Toby had 
made, Trim courteouſly and gallantly took her 
by the hand, and led her in: this was not 
done ſo privately, but that the foul- mouth'd 
trumpet of Fame carried it from ear to ear, 
üll at length it reach'd my father's, with this 
vntoward circumſtance along with it, that my 


uncle Toby's curious draw- bridge, conſtruct 


ed and painted after the Duich faſhion, and 
which went quite acroſs the ditch————was 
broke down, and fomchow or other cruſned 
all to pieces that very night. 

My father, as you have obſerxed, oP no 
grear | efteem for my uncle: T oby's' hobby- 
horſe; he thought it the moſt ridiculous horſe 
that ever gentleman mounted ; and . 
. | unleſs 


* 
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-unleſs my uncle Toby vexed him about it, 
could never think of it once, without ſmiling 
at it ſo that it could never get lame, or 
happen any miſchance, but it tickled my fa- 
ther's imagination beyond meaſure; but this 
being an accident much more to his humour 


than any one which had yet befall'n it, it pro- 


ved an inexhauſtible fund of entertainment to 


him. — Well but dear Toby! my father 


would ſay, do tell me ſeriouſly how this affair 


of the bridge happened. —How can you teaze 


me ſo much about it? my uncle Toby would 
reply—l have told it you twenty times, word 
for word as Trim told it me.——Prithee, how 
was it then, corporal? my father would cry, 


turning to Trim:—lt was a mere misfortune, 


an pleaſe your honour ;—I was ſhewing Mrs 


Bridget our fortifications, and in going too 
near the edge of the foſſe, 1 unfortunately 
fipp'd in.— Very well, Trim! my father would 
cry ({miling myſteriouſly, and giving a nod 
but without interrupting him) —and being 


Unk'd faſt, an' pleaſe your honour, arm in arm 


with Mrs: Bridget, 1 dragg'd her after me, by 


means of which ſhe fell backwards ſoſs againſt 
the bridge ] | 
Toby would cry, taking the ſtory out of his 
mouth) getting into the curvette, he tumbled 


full againſt the bridge too,—lt was a thouſand 


to one, my uncle. Toby would add, that the 
poor fellow did not break his leg.— Ay truly, 


any father would ſay— a limb is ſoon broke, 


and Trim's foot (my uncle 


Sv Of uRao 0 FP PU RE © ov v yy man 30 Wo e, TO ME TO 


brother Toby, in ſuch encounters.— And ſo, 

an' pleaſe your | honour, the bridge, which 
your honour knows was a very flight one, was 
broke down betwixt us, and ſplintered all to 
pieces. VVV 
At other times, but eſpecially when my un- 
ele Toby was ſo unfortunate as to ſay a ſyllable 
about cannons, bombs, or petards—my father 
would exhauſt all the ſtores of his eloquence 


(which indeed were very great) in a panegy- 


ric upon the BATTERING-RAMS of the ancients 
—the vixzA which Alexander made uſe of at 
the fiege of Troy. He would tell my uncle 
Toby of the caTAPvLTaA of the Syrians, which 
threw ſuch monſtrous ſtones ſo many hundred 


feet, and ſhook the ſtrongeſt bulwarks from 
their very foundations: he would go on and 


deſcribe the wonderful mechaniſm of the nate 


IIS TRA, Which Marcellinus makes ſo much rout _ 
| about ;,——— the terrible effects of the yyRA- 


BOL1, which caſt fire; the danger of the. 
TEREBRA and SCORPIO, which caſt javelins.— 
But what are theſe, would he lay, to the de- 
ſtructive machinery of corporal Trim 
believe me, brother Toby, no bridge, or ba- 
ſtion, or ſally- port, that ever was conſtructed 


in this world, can hold out againſt ſuch ar- 


tillery. „ I US 
My uncle Toby would never attempt any de- 
fenge againſt the force of this ridicule, but that 
of redoubling the vehemence of ſmoking his 
pipe; in doing which, he raiſed ſo denſe a 

. | | vapour 
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vapour one night after ſupper, that it ſet my 
father, who was a little phthiſical, into a ſuffo- 


catin 7s fit of violent coughing: my uncle Toby 


leap'd up without feeling the pain upon his 
groin—and, with infinite pity, ſtood beſide 
his brother's chair, tapping his back with one 
hand, and holding his head with the other, 
and from time to time: wiping his eyes with à 
clean camhrick handkerchief, which he pulled 
out of his pocket. he affectionate and en- 
deating manner in which my uncle Toby did 
theſe little offices cut my father through his 
reins, for the pain he had juſt been giving him. 
May my brains be knock' d- out with a 
| battering+ram or a catapulta, Lcare not which, 
quoth my father to himſelf—if ever J. inful 
vue ene ſoul r 


5 % 
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'E ” 5 bai: held le, 
Trim was ordered directly to ſet about 
but not upon che fame model : 
bs Cardinal Alberont's- intrigues at that time 
bei diſcoyered, and my uncle Toby rightly 
foreſeeing that a flame would inevitably break 
out betwixt Spain and the Empire, and that 
the operations of the. enſuing campaign muſt 
in all likelihood be either in Naples or Sicily 
be determined upon an lialian bridge— 
Ie . Toby, by che 755 was not . far Wies 
13 


means, 2 would N 1 leave one, Self of mn 
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kis conjectures) But my father, Who was 
infinitely the better politician, and took the 


lead as far of my uncle Toby in the cabinet, as 


my uncle Toby took it of him in the field 
convinced him, that if the king of Spain and 
the Emperor went together by the ears, Eng- 
land and France and Holland muſt, by force of 
their pre- en agements, HEenter the Hits too; 
nd if fo, he would fay, the combatants; 
brother Toby, as ſure as we are alive, will fall | 
to it again, pell-mell, upon the old piize- 
fighting ſtage of Flanders ;—then what will 
you do with your Italian bridge? W 
We will go on with it hen upon the ot 


model, cried my uncle Te 


When corporal Trim had SA half fall 5 
ed ĩt in that ſtyle my uncle Toby found out 
a capital defect in it, whick he had never tho- 
roughly confidered before. It turned, it ſeems, 


upon hinges at both ends of 1 it, opening in the 


middle, one half of which turning to one ſide of 
the foſſe, and the other to the other the ad 
vantage of which was this, that by dividing the 
weight of the bridge into two equal portions, 
it impowered my uncle Toby to raiſe up or 
let it down with the end of his crutch, and 
with one hand, which, as his parriſon Was 
weak, was as much as he could welk ſpare - 
But the difadvantages of ſuch a, conlittes 
tion were inſurmountable; for by this 


ee 
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bridge i in my enemy's s poſleſion——and pray 
of. what uſe is the other? 
I) Fhe natural remedy for this was, ho doubt, 
to have his bridge faſt. only at one end with 
hinges, fo that the whole might be lifted up 
together, and ſtand. bolt upright— but that 
was rejected for the reaſon given above. 
For a whole week after, he was determined 


in his mind to have one of that particular con- 


ſtruction which is made to draw back horizon- 
tally to hinder a, paſſage, and to thruſt for- 
wards again to gain a paſſage—of which ſorts 
your worſhips might have ſeen three famous 
ones at Spires, before its deſtruftion—and one 
now at Briſac, if I miſtake not ;—but my fa- 
ther adviſing my uncle Toby, with great ear- 
nefineſs, to have nothing more. to do with 
_ thruſting bridges—and my uncle foreſeeing 
moreover that it would but perpetuate the 
memory of the Corporal's mis fortune he 
changed his mind for that of the marquis 
d Hepital's invention, which the younger Ber- 
20uilli has ſo well and learnedly deſcribed, as 
your worſhips may ſee Act. Erud. Lis}. an. 
1695 ;——to theſe a lead weight is an eternal 
balance, and keeps watch as well as a couple 
of centinels, inaſmuch as the conſtruction of 
them was a curve line approximating to a Cy- 
__aloid——— if not a cycloid itſelf. | 
Muy uncle Toby underſtood the nature of a 
3 as well as any man in England — but 
Wan not quite ſuch a mafter of the . 


lai 


or TRISTRAM SHANDY: geg 
he talked however about it every day— 
che bridge went not forwards ——We'll aſk 


t, | fomebody about it, cried my uncle Toby to 


1 5 9 38 1 2 
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d 3 HEN Trim came in and told my father 
u V that Dr Slop was in the kitchen, and 
7" Wl buſy in making a bridge, my uncle Toby 
dhe affair of the jack- boots having juſt then 
N ilitary ideas in his brain 
ralſed a train of military ideas in his brain 
us took it inſtantly for 8 that Dr Slop was 
3 making a model of the marquis d HoprtaPs 
- bridge.——Tis very obliging in him, quoth 


my uncle Toby ;—pray give my humble ſer- 
th YI vice to Dr Slop, Trim, and tell him I thank 
NS him heartily. _ 5 


he Had my uncle Toby's head been a Savoyard's 


he box, and my father peeping in all the time at 
sone end of it. it could not have given him 
: more diſtinct conception of the operations 
as imaę 


of my uncle Toby's imagination, than what 
„be had; fo, notwithftanding the catapulta 
al and battering- ram, and his bitter impreca- 
of tion about them, he was juſt beginning to tri- 


0 - 


i uUmnph—— <1; 1255 e 
When Trim's anſwer, in an inſtant, tore the 
f | kurel from his brows, and twiſted it to pieces, 
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P. XXVII. 


mate draw: 4. ge of 
1 yours, quoth my father—=God 

bleſs your honour, "cried Trich, tis a bridge 
for maſter's noſe.— In bringing him into the 
world with his vile inſtruments, he has cruſh- 
ed his noſe, Suſannah ſays, as flat as pancake 
10 his face, and he is making a falſe bridge 
with a piece of cotton, and a'thin piece of 
whalebone out of Suſannab's ſtays, to Taiſe 3 it 


mis Anf 


nd me, brother abr cried * my fa. 
un to 8 room this inſtant 


0 f MPR, . 1 
14 3 3 0 © ol hk 2 » *. ws th. * > 
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ROM the firſt moment I fat W to. write 
my life for the e nt of the world, 
ang my opinions for its inſtruction, has a cloud 
inſenfibly been gathering over my father. 

A tide of little evils and relies. has been 
ſetting in againſt him.—Not one thing, as he 
obſerved himſelf, has gone right: and, now is 
the ſtorm thickened and going to break, and 
pour down full. upon his head. 

Lenter upon this part of my 'Rory in | the 
moſt-penſive and melancholy frame of mind 
yo. ever * 5 breaſt was touched r 
4 i: FE : MV 


> Ar 1 2 
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My nerves relax as I tell it. Every 
line I write, I feel an abatement of- the quick- 
neſs of my pulſe, and of that careleſs alacrity 
with it, which every day of my life prompts 
0 not And this moment that T laſt dipped my 
ed Pen inte my ink, 1 could nor belp taking no- 
de tice what a cautious air of fad compoſure and 
0 ſolemnity there appeared in my manner of do- 
eine it. Lord how different from the raſh, 
I jerks and bair-brain'd ſquirts thou art wont, 
ee Triſtram, to tranfadt it with in other bumours 
| —dropping thy pen——ſpurting thy ink a- 
Wl bout thy table and thy books—as if thy pen 
. da hy ink, thy books and thy furniture, col 


„ thee nothing! e 


I WON' T go about to argue the point 
I with you—'tis ſo— and I am per; 
ſuaded of it, Madam, as much as can be, 
+; „That both” man and woman bear. pain or 

* ſorrow (and, for aught 1 know, pleafure 


* 


too) beſt in a horizontal pofition. T“ 
en Te moment my father got up into his chami- 
ber, he threw himſelf proſtrate acroſs his bed 
in the wildeſt diſorder imaginable, but at the 
ſame time in the moſt lamentable attitude of a 
man borne down with ſorrows,” that ever the 
eye of pity dropped a tear for. The palm 
of his right hand, as he fell upon the bed, re- 
Oy WOT, EE, 9 | ceiving 


* 
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ceiving his forehead, and covering the greateſt 
part of both his eyes, gently ſunk down with 
his head (his elbow giving way backwards) 
till his noſe touched the quilt ;,——his left arm 
hung inſenfibly over the fide of the bed, his 
Enuckles reclining upon the handle of the 
chamber-pot, which peep'd out beyond the va- 
lance——his right leg (his left being drawn 
up towards his body) hung half over the fide 
of the bed, the edge of it preſſing upon his 
ſhin- bone He felt it not. A fix d, inflex. 
tble ſorrow took poſſeſſion of every line of his 
face. He ſigh'd once——heaved his breaſt of. 


ten but uttered not a word. leg 
An old ſet-ſtitched chair, valanced and 
_ fringed around with. party-coloured worſted 
bobs,?# ſtood at the bed's head, oppoſite to the 
fide where my. father's head 'reclined. —My 
uncle Toby ſat him down in it. 
-. _ Before an affliction is digeſted—conſolation 
ever comes too ſoon ;—and after it is digeſted 
—it comes too late: ſo that you ſee, Madam, 
there is but a mark between theſe two, as fine 
almoſt as a hair, for a comforter to take aim 
at: my uncle Toby was always either on this 
fide, or on that of it, and would often ay, he 
believed in his heart he could aſſoon hit the 
longitude; for this reaſon, when he ſat down 
inthe chair, he drew the curtain a little for- 
wards, and having a tear at everyone's ſervice | — 
he pull'd out a cambrick.handkerchiet— 
gave a low ſigh——but held his peace. | 
2 | ; CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


. LL is not gain chat is got into he | 


purſe.” —So that not withſtanding 
my father had the happineſs of reading the 
oddeſt books in the univerſe, and had more. 
over, in himſelf, the oddeft way of thinking 
| that ever man in it was bleſs'd with, yet it had 
this drawback upon him after all—that it laid 
him open to ſome of the oddeſt and moſt 
whimſical diftrefſes ; of which this particular 
one, which he- ſunk under at preſent, is as 
ſtrong an example as can be given. | 
nd No doubt, the breaking down of the bridge 
ed of a child's noſe; by the edge of a pair of for- 
be ceps—however ſcientifically apphed—wonld 
My Jex any man in che world, who was at fo 
much pains in begetting a child. as my father 
on Nvas vet it will not account for the ex- 
ted travagance of his affliction, nor will it juſtify 
| the Unchriſtian manner he abandoned and 
ſurrendered himſelf up to it. 
To explain this, I mutt leave hand upon the 
bed for half an hour——and my uncle Toby 
in his old e chair ee beſide him. 8 


2 Go 


CHAP. XXXI. | c | 


— THINK it a very Arealen 25 
mand cried my great-grandfather, 


wilt up the paper, and throw! it ußpon 
AP. * b * 0 * | the 
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the table. By this account, Madam, you 
have but two thoufand pounds fortune, and 
mot a ſhilling more Land you inſiſt upon ha- 
Ling three Wen Wan Ke e for 
A0 St. Becauſe; replied my rost. g randtho- 
ther, you have little or no noſe, Sir.“ 
No, before d venture to make uſe of the 
word Noſe a ſecond time to avoid all confu- 
ion in what wiltbe ſaid upon'it, in this inte- 
4 - teſting: part of my ſtory, it may not be amiſs to 
explain my own meaning, and define, with all 
polible exacrneſs and preciſion, what I would 
 —willingly'be underſtood to mean by the term: 


Weing Df opinion, chat tis owing to the negli. 


ende ald perverſeneſs of writers in deſpifin "g 
this precaution; and to nothing): :elfe—that all 
8 the polemical writings in divinity are not as 

: Clear and demonſtrative as thoſe upon 4 Wil 
fte Wiſp, or any other ſound: Part of phi- 


% . and Wann 1 in e 1 


, tek avi, 1 Reads it, lofi cha ain 
wôͤrd you have moſt occaſion for=——ebanging 
* 5K ir, as you would a guinea, into ſmall coin! 
n hich done. —_—let:the- father of confuſion 
: Puerle you if he can, or put a different idea 
. into your head, or et reader's Head, 
"Ny he khows ho-w. 
6 of rie! morality and eloſe teafor 
ing, 


_ 


"K&S. as uma hes ESE » - 2 
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ing, ſuch as this I am engaged ink the ne- 
glect is inexcuſable; and Heaven is witneſs, 


how the world has revenged. itſelf upon me 
lor leaving ſo many openings to equivocal 


ſtrictures—and for depending ſo much as I 
have done, all along, upon the cleanlineſs of 


my readers imaginations. 


44 


ere are two ſenſes, cried. 1 
as we walk'd along, pointing with the fore fin- 
ger. of his right hand to the word Crevice, in 


e one hundred and fifty - ſeventh page of chis 


firſt volume of this book of books here are 
two ſenſes: — 
roads, replied I, turning Mort upon him 
a dirty and a clean ee ſhall we take? 
Ahe clean, by all means, replied Eugeniur- 
Eugenius, ſaid I, ſtepping before him, and lay- 
ing my hand upon his breaſt to defiae is 
to diſtruſt.— Thus I triumph'd over E genius; 
but 1 triumph'd over him as L always do; like 


. fool. Tis my comfort, however, I am not 
an obſtinate one: 


e uoth he 


d here are two 


therefore „ 


i 11 5 PX. x3 3 i 


1 define, a noſe as follows—intreating only 3 


befofehand, and beſeeching my readers, 
male and female, of what age, complexion, 
and condition ſoever, for the love of God and 
their own ſouls, to guard againſt the tempta - 
tions and ſuggeſtions of the devil, and ſuffer 
him by no art or wile to put any other idens 
into their minds, than what I put into my di- 


finition For by the word Noſe, throughout 


an this Jong: bones 08! holes, and in every 


3 _ . other 
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other part of my work, where the word Ny/+ 
occurs I declare, by that word I mean a 
ples: and MY more, or leſs. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


I ECAUSE, quoth my great grand- 
ob E mother, repeating the words again, 


- hints, you have little or no noſe, SIT. 


S'death! cried my great- .grandfather, clap- 


pine. his hand upon his noſe, ——* tis not fo 
al 


as that comes to ;——*'tis a full. inch 


onger than my father” s. Now, my great- 


4 grandfather's noſe was for all the world like 


Into the noſes of all the men, women, and 


children, whom Pantagruel found dwelling 


n the iſland of ExNASIN. — By the way, 
if you would know the ſtrange way of getting 
a-kin amongſt fo flat- noſed a , 


muſt read the book ind it out yourſelf, 


7 never can. 
— Rs 3 Sit, like an ace of YR 


Tis a full inch, continued my grandfa- 


| * preſſing up the ridge of his noſe with his 


finger: and thumb, and repeating his aſſertion 
ws a full inch longer, madam, chan my 


father s You muſt mean your uncle's, re- 
plies my great-grandmother, 


I great-grandfather was convinced 
He. TT? che e my WD the 


1 « 
_— CHAP. 


(on Michaelmas and Lady. Day) 
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Tg 0 H A P. XXXIII. 


WI AT an e jointure, my 

dear, do we pay out of this ſmall 

eſtate of ours quoth my eapymother | tO my 

grandfather.” bY 

My father, replied my grandfather, bad no 

more nole, my dear, ſaving the mark, than 
there is upon the back of my nd. 

Nov, you muſt know, that my great. 


grandmother outlived my grandfather twelve 
years; ſo that my father had the jointurs to 


ay, a hundred and fifty pounds half. year 
t wing 27 
hat time. þ 


No man Aſcturged'þ pecuniary büigstis ge 
with a better grace than my father And as 
far as a hundred, 73 — went, he would * | 


nerous N05 and ider Fo Weh are” w 1 
to fling down money: but as ſoon às ever he 


enter'd upon the odd fift. he. generally gave 


a loud Hem! rubb'd the” fide of his noſe lei- 


; ſurely with the flat part of his fore fin, 


inſerted his hand cautiouſly betwixt his head 


and the cawl of his wig—look*d at both fides 
of every guinea as he parted with it—andſet- 


dom could get to the end of the fifty pounds, 
without . pulling out his handkerchief, and 


n his temples. 5 
O 3. Defend 


1 
4 


vi 
me 


le would often boaſt that the Shandy family 
; * 7 IN £5 4 * We, : ; + | 4 7 : : rank'd 
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ſe rank'd very high. in king Harry the VIIIch' 8 


8 time, but owed its riſe to no ſtate engine—he 

.- | would ſa) but to that only ;——bur that, like 

5 other families, he would add it had 1 
if. the turn of the wheel, and had never recover- : 


" ed the blow of my great-grandfather's noſe.— 
It was an ace of clubs indeed, he would cry Pe 


n ſhaking his head and as vile a one for an un- 
o | fortunate family as ever turn'd-up trumps. -. 
g Fair and ſoftly, gentle reader — where 
r is thy fancy carrying thee ?—lf there is truth 


in, man, by my great grandfather's" noſe, 1 
mean the external organ of ſmelling, or that, 
1 part of man which ſtands. prominent in his face 

5 —and which painters Fe in good Jolly noſes” 

J and well-proportioned faces, ſhould compre- 

= hend a full t ird— that} is: meaſured down. 
wards from the ſetting on "+ che Har. 
1 6 — What, a. life 2 it has an author, by Hi; 
pals ! ! e ag 


* T 14 2 "he f ; F. ＋ 
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LT. is 4. Gogular bleſſing, that nature has 

form'd.the mind of man with the ſame, hap- 2 
. Py backwardneſs and. renitency a ainſt, con- E 
| viction, which is obſerved in old; Jog.“ of | 
; « not learning new tricks. 
What a ſhuttlecock of a fellow would 5 — 
| greateſt philoſopher thai, ever exiſted be 
whiſk'd into, at once, did he read ſach books, 
4a obſerve. ſuch facts, and think | ſuch. 
1 5 04 thoughts, 
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thoughts, as would. erernally. be making him 
change ſides: > 
No, my father, as I told you la year, de- 
reſted all this—He pick'd up an opinion, Sir, 
as a man in, a ſtate of nature picks up an ap- 
ple. —It becomes his own—and. if he is a man 
of ſpirit, he would loſe bis life rather than 
give it up. 
Jam aware that el, the great . 
will conteſt this point; and cry. out; againſt 
me, Whence comes this man's 1ight to this 
apple? Ex confeſ/., he will ſay things were 
in a ſtate of nature — The apple as much 
Fronb't apple as Fhn's. Pray Mr Shandy, 
What patent has he to ſhew for it? and how 
did. it begin to be his? was it, when he ſet his 
heart upon it? or when he gathered it? or 
when he chew'd it? or when he roaſted it? 
or when he peel'd? or when he brought it 
bome? or when, he digeſted ?——or when he 
—?—Por ” tis plain, Sir, if the firſt pick- 
1s up of the apple, made it not his that no 
ſubſequent act could. 
Brother Didius, I ribonius Will bee 
(now Iribinius the civilian and church lawyer's J 
beard being three inches and a half and three 
cights longer than Didius his beard—I'm glad 
he. takes up the, cudgels for me, ſo I give my- 
ſelf no farther trouble about the anſwer.) 
Brother Didius, Tribonius will ſay, it is a de- 
creed caſe, as you may find it in the fragments 
ef en and Hemuteu codes, and i : 
. Al 


5 
* 
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all the codes from Fuftinian's down to the 
codes of Louis and Des Eaux That the ſweat 
of a man's brows, and the exſudations of a 
man's brains, are as much a man's own. pro- 
perty as the breeches upon his backſide; 


which ſaid exfudations, &c. being dropp'd 


upon the faid apple by the labour of finding 


it, and picking it up, —and being moreover 


indiſſolubly waſted, and as indiffolubly an- 


nex'd, by the picker up, to the thing pi ick'd 
up, carried home, ' roaſted, peel'd, eaten, di- 
geſted; and fo on ;—tis evident that the ga- 


therer of the apple, in ſo doing, has mix'd up 


ſomething which was his own, with the apple 
which was not his *own, by which means he 


has acquired a property or, in other words, 


the apple is John apple. : 
By the fame 182166 chain of reaſoning my 
father ſtood up for all his opinions; he had 


better ſtill was his ritle.—No/mortal claimed - 
them ; they had colt him moreover as much 


ſpared no pains in picking them up, and the 


more they lay out of the common way, the 


labour in cooking and digeſting as in the _ 


above, ſo that they might well and trul 152 


a Bs 


” 


. ſaid to be of his own- good and chatte 5 
Accordingly he held faſt by em both by be 
and dawswold fly to whatever he” could 
lay his hands on—and,; in a word; would in- 
trench and fortify them round With as many 
circomnvallations and dreaft. works, Lok Kon Us 


de 29 would citadel. 


— 
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There was one plaguy rub in the way of 


this—the ſcarcity of materials to make any 


thing of a defence with, in cafe of a ſmart at- 


tack; inaſmuch as few men of great genius 


had exerciſed their parts in writing books up- 


on the ſubject of great noſes.—By che trotting 


7 


of my lean horſe,” the thing is incredible! 


T am conſidering what a treaſure of precious 
time and talents together has been waſted up- 
on worſe ſabjets—and how many millions of 


and I am Glee Joſt in my underſtanding, when 


| books in all languages, and in all poſſible 


types and bindings, have been fabricated up- 
on points not halt fo much tending to the uni- 
ty and peace-making. of the world. What 
was to be had, however, he ſet the greater 
Kore ' BY ; and though my father would oft- 
times ſport with my uncle Toby's library 


Which, by the by, was ridiculous enough. 


yet at the very fame time he did it, he col- 
lected every book and treatiſe which had been 
ſyſtematically wrote upon nofes; with as much 
care as my honeſt uncle Toby had done thoſe 


upon military architecture. Tis true, a much 


Jeſs table would have held them but that 


— 


0 | * 
* * 4 F$ £ 3 
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but why here - rather than in any 


other part of my ſtory-I am not able to tell; 
but here it is——mY heart ſtops me to pay 
_ tthee, my dear uncle Toby, onee for all, the 
tribute I owe thy goodneſs Here let me 
wruft my chair aſide, and kneel down _ 

| N 7 Im the 
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the ground, whilſt I am, pouring forth the 
warmelt ſentiment of love Br thee, and vene- 
ration for the excellency of thy character, that 
ever virtue and nature kindled in a nephew's 
boſom.— Peace and comfort reſt for everinore, 
upon thy head I Thou enviedſt no man's 
comforts . inſultedſt no man' s opinions 


Thou blackenedſt no man's character de- 


vouredſt no man's bread: gently, with faith= 


ful Trim behind thee, didſt thou amble round 4 
the little circle of thy pleaſures, joltling no 


creature in thy way: — for each one 's ſorrows, 


thou hadſt a tear, for each man's need, thou 85 


hadſt A ſhilling. 12 


Whilſt Jam worth one, to pay a Hs 


thy path from thy door to thy bowlüng-green 
ſhall never be grown up.— 
rood and a half of land in the Shandy family, 


thy fortifications, my fear uncle Toby, talk 
never be e . 


4 p j ; 
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Mes ee en was not "great, bug. 


to make amends, it was curious; and 
conſequently he was ſome time in making it; 
he had the great good fortune, however, to 


ſet off well in getting Bruſcambillès prologue 
upon long noſes, almoſt fo r nothing for he 
gave no more for Braſcambille than three half- 


crowns; owing. indeed. to the ſtrong fancy 


wed: 2 Rama ſaw my- Pe had for the 


15 O book 


W hilft there is a 
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A. 


| book the moment he laid his hands upon it.— 
There are not three Bruſcambilles | in Chriſten- 
dom——faid the #all-man, except what are 
chain'd up, in the libraries of the curious. My 
facker flung down the money as quick as light- 
ning——took Bruſcambille. into his boſon —— 
hied home from Piccadilly to Coleman-ſtreet 
with it, as he would 7 hied home with a 
treaſure, without taking his hand once off 
: from Bruſcambille all ug W 

To choſe who do not yet know. 5 which 
gender Brufcambille. i5—1naſmuch as a pro- 


logue upon long noſes might eafily be done by | 
either — twill be no objection, againſt the 


fimile——to ſay, That when my father got 
hohe, he Tolnced himſelf with, Braſcambille af- 
ter the manner in which, tis ten to one, your 

worſhip ſolaced yourſelf with your firſt mi- 


ſtreſs that is from morning even unto night: 
which, by the by, how delightfulſoever it may 


prove to the inamorato- is of little or no enter- 
tainment at all to by-ſtanders.— Take notice, 


Igo no farther with the ſimile My father's eye 
Vas greater than his appetite—his zeal greater 
Thad his knowledge—he cool'd—his affections 
became divided he got hold ot Prignitꝝ 


a 25 1 ch aſed ebene, A narea . bree 
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O all the was i my father was at 115 pains 


to procure and ſtudy in ſupport of 


— 


BY 


his 


_ hypotheſis, there was not any one wherein he 
felt a more cruel diſappointment at firſt, than 


in the celebrated dialogue between Pamphagus | 
and Cocles, written by the chaſte pen of 


the 


great and venerable Eraſmus, upon the vari- 


ous uſes and ſeaſonable applications of long 


noſes. Now don't let Satan, my dear girl, 
in this chapter, take advantage of any one 
ſpot of riſing ground to get aſtride of your 
imagination, if you can any ways help it; or 


if he is ſo nimble as to ſlip on let me be 


g of 


you, like an unback'd filly, to Jriſk it, to fquirt 


it, to jump it, to rear it, to bound it—and 10 kick 


it, with long kicks and ſhort kicks, till, like 
Tickletoby's mare, you break a ſtrap or a VP: | 
per, and throw his worſhip into the dirt.— 


You need not kill him.— 


And pray who was Tickletoby's mare 8 
"Tis juſt as diſcreditable and unſcholar-like a 
queſtion, Sir, as to have aſked what year (ab, 
urb. con.) the ſecond Punic war broke out.— 


Who was Tickletoby*'s mare 


Read, read, 


read, read, my unlearned Wale read —or 
by the knowledge of the great ſaint Paraliipo- 
menon—1 tell you beforehand, you had beiter 
throw down the book at once; for without 


uch reading, by which your reverence knows 
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I mean much knowledge, you will no more be 
able to penetrate the moral of the next mar- 
bled page (motely emblem of my work !) than 
the world with all its fagacity has been able to 
unravel the many opinions, tranſactions, and 
truths, which ſtill lie myſtically hid ana ee 
dark yell of the black one. 


WEA 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


2 „ large me pœnitet hujus naſi,“ quoth 
7 Pamphagus ; that is—“ My noſe 
has been the making of me.! Nec eſt 
_*© cur peeniteat,” replies Cocles; that is, 
* How the duce ſhould ſuch a noſe fail?“ 
The doctrine, you ſee, was laid down by 
Eraſmus, as my father wiſhed it, with the ut- 


molt plainneſs; but my father's diſappointment 


was, in finding nothing more from ſo able a 
pen, but the bare fact itſelf ; without any of 
that ſpeculative ſubtilt or ambidexterity of 


argumentation upon it, which Heaven had be- 


ſtow'd upon man on purpole to inveſtigare 
truth, and fight for her on all fides,-—My fa- 
ther piſh'd and pugh'd at firit moſt terribly— 
tis worth ſomething to have a good name. 
As the dialogue was of Eraſmus, my father 


ſoon came to himſelf, and read it over and 


over again with great. application, ſtudying 
every word and every ſyllable of it through 
and through in its moſt ſtrict and literal in- 
terpretation—He could ſtill make nothing of 


it, that way, Mayhap there is more meant, 
than is ſaid in it, quoth my father.—Learned © 


men, brether Toby, don't write dialogues up- 
on long noſes for nothing — 
myſtick and the allegorick ſenſe— 

ſome room to turn a man's ſelf in, brother. 


My father read on. „% 


Now 


PU ſtudy the 
here is 
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Now I find it needful to inform your reve- 
rences, and worthtps, that befides the many 
nautical uſes of long noſes enumerated by 
Eraſmus, the dialogiſt affirmerh that a long 
noſe is not without its domeſtig convenienbes 
alſo; for that in a caſe of diſtreſs and for 
want of a pair of bellows, it will do excellent- 
* ad excitandum n * Mir- _ the 
re CASTAL SAI AT; 1 

Nature had been prodigal i iT head . to my 
father beyond meaſure, and had ſown the 
ſeeds of verbal criliciſm as deep within him, 
as ſhe had done the ſeeds of all other know- 
5 ledge . ſo that he had got out his penknife, 
and was trying experiments upon the ſentence, 
to ſee if he could not ſcratch ſome better 
ſenſe into it I've got wichin a ſingle let- 
ter, brother Toby, cried my father, of Eraſ- 
mus his myſtick meaning. Tou are near 
enough, brother, replied my uncle, in all con- 
feien ce. Pſhaw !-cried: my father, ſeratch- 
ing on——1 might as wel} be ſeven miles off. 
Pug done it ſaid my father, ſnapping his fin- 
gers. See, my dear brother Toby, how IL have 
mended the ſenſe . ZBut you have marr'd a 
word, replied my uncle Toby. My father 
put on his ee ee his u TEE fare 
out abe; We: in a ier 7 0 


he 
„ 


; oF 


<4 © 


reaſoning wh it needleſs. 
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c H A P. xXXXVʒIII. 


0 Sueben ig 4 thou faithful a 
of my Diſerazias—thon ſad foreteller of 
ſo many of the whips and ſhort turns which 
in one ſtage or other of my life have come ſlap 
upon me from the ſhortneſs of my noſe, and 


no other cauſe, that I am conſcious of—. Tell 
me, 'S/awkenbergius { what ſecret impulſe was 
it? what intonation of voice? whence came 
it? how did) it ſound in thy ears? 
ſure thou heard'fl it Which fiſt cried) out 


art thou 


to thee——go—go, Slawkenbergius / dedicate 
the labours of thy life—-neglect thy paſtimes 
call forth all the powers and faculties of 


thy nature —macerate thyſelf in the ſervice 


of mankind, and write a grand roi for 
them, upon dhe ſubject of their noſes. 

How:'the communication was conveyed into 
Slawkenbergius' s.ſenſformm——ſo that Slawtens' 
bergius ſhould: know: whoſe finger touch'd the 
key——and whole hand it was that blew the 
bellows as Hafen Slauotenbergius has been 
dead and laid in his grave above fourſcore and 
ten years we can only raiſe conjectures. 

 Slawhenbergius was play d upon; for aught E 
know, like one of Whitefeeld's f diſciples- that 
is, with ſuch a diſtinct intelligence, Sir, o 


which of the two maſters it was that had 3 


practiſing upon his inſtrumeni—as to make all 


for 


CE ——— nn oe Es ee Sera un 


— 


„ LE AN or HO 


For in the account which Hafen Slao. 
kenhorgrus gives the world of his morives and 
occaſions for writing, and ſpending ſo many 
years of his life upon this one work towards 
the end of his prolegomena, Whicfby the by 
ſhould have come firſt but the bogkBlades 
has moſt injudiciouſly placed it betwixt the 
analytical contents of ac book, and the book 
itſel he informs his reader, that ever fince 
he had arrived at the age of diſcernment; and 
was able to ſu: down coolly, and confider with- 

in himſelf the true ſtare and condition of man, 
2 diſtiaguiſh the main end and deſign of his 
being; or to ſnorten my tranſlation, for 
Slawkenbergius's: book is in Latin, and not a 
little prolix in this pafſage—ever fince I un- 
_ derftood, quoth Slatoſenbergius, any thing 
or. rather :ohat avas' what——=and could per- 
ceive that the point of long noſes had been 
tog Joaſely handled by all who had gone be- Il : 
fore have I, Slawkenbergius, felt a ſtrong 


entered-the iſt with a ſtronger lance, and ta- 
kegga much larger career in it chan any 6ne 
man who had ever entered it before him 
and. indeed, in many reſpects, deſerves to be 
en- nichid as a prototype for all writers, of vo- 
luminous works at leaſt, to model their books 
8 15 has taken i in, Sir, the whole _ 
* | J 


impulſe, with a mighty and unrefiſtible call p 
within me, to gird op! myo" to this under- ( 
taking. ii en . ( 

And to. do juſtice to. 803 ok e he. has : 


tiſes 
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ject. examined every part of it dialecticall— 
then brought it into full day; dilucidating it 
with all the light which either the colliſion of 


his own natural parts could ſtrike——or the 
profoundeſt knowledge of the ſciences had 


impowerech him to caſt upon t——collating, 


collecting, and compiling—begging, borrow- | 
ing, and ſtealing, as he went along, all that 


bad been wrote or -wrangled thereupon in the 


ſchools and porticoes of the learned: ſo that 
Slouokenbergius his book may properly be con- 
ſidered, not only as a model but as a tho- 
rough. Aitched! 'DIGEST and regular inſtitute of 
noſes, comprebending in it all that is or can be 


needful to. be known. about them. 


For this cauſe it is that i fordoas to o ſpeak! wh 
ſo ma (otherwiſe) valuable books and tre. 

"og my father's collecting, wrote either 
plump upon noſes—or collaterally touching 


them —ſuch for inſtance as Prignitæ, now ty=" © | 


ing upon the table before me, Who with infi- 
nite learning, and from the moſt candid and 
ſcholar-like examination of above four thou! 
ſand different ſkulls, in upwards of twenty 
charnel-houſes in. Siga, which he had rum 
maged— has informed us, chat the menſura- 
tion and configuration of the oſſeous or bony 
parts of human noſes, in any* given tract 3 
country, except Crim Tartary, where they are 
all cruſh'd dawn by the thumb, ſo that n 
judgment can be formed upon them——are 
much nearer alike than the- 2 W 

the 


2. 
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che difference amongſt them being, he ſays, a 
mere trifle, not worth taking notice 40 but 

that the ſige and jollity of every individual 
noſe; and by which one noſe. ranks above an- 

other, and bears a higher price, is owing to 
the cartilaginous and muſcular parts of it, in. 
to whoſe ducts and ſinuſes the blood and ani- 
mal ſpirits being impell'd and driven by the 
warmth and force the imagination, which 

i but a ſtep, from. it, (bating che caſe of 

| 1diots, whom Prignitz, who had lived many 

ears in Turkey, ſuppoſes under 5 ge more im. 

«mediate. tutelage of Heaven) —it ſo happens, 

: and ever mult, ſays Prignita, 1 excel- 

lency of the naſe is in a direct arithmetical 

en to che excelleney of siert $ 
„ not) to: wot 2 

"oft It is for 1 ſame, reaſon, that- 387 one 
tis all comprehended zin Slawkenbergius,: that 
1 fay nothing likewiſe, of Scroderus ( Andrea) 

Who, all- the world knows, ſet himſelf to op- 
pugn Prignitz with great violence proving it 

In his o-.-n Way, bath logicall 2c rai AM by 2 
8 of ſtubborn facts, That ſo far was 
Prignita from the truth, in affirming, that the 
fancy begat the noſe, that on the OLA 

a cen begat the fancy, +; 
ag he lear ned: ſuſpected Scraderms 977 an in- 

decent daphiſm in this and Prignitz, cried 
— Aloud” in the diſpute, that Scroderus had 
. ſhifted. the idea upon mor dut eee 

Went on, maintaining his dete 6.1 + 

1 woes My 
35 N 
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all My father was juſt balancing within him- 
ut fel, which of the two fides he ſhould take in 
a chis affalr when Ambroſe Puræus decided it 
n- MW ia a moment=—and, by overthrowing the ſy- 
to ſtems, both of 'Prighitz and 'Scroderus, drove 


n- WM my father out ef bork tides of THE: nee 
1. 4 ande OO 5 2» 


75 


he Be n begin: 5311/47) {nt 
ch nick don't acquaint the Lare tener fay- 
of ling it, mention it only to ſhew the learned 1 


ny know iche tact myſelf— 2” 70191 

m. That this "Umbroſe Paræus, Was chief Rur 
15, geon and nofe-mender to Francis the ninth of 
el. France; and in high credit with him and the 
cal two preceding, or ſucceeding kings (I know 
r's nor which) Land that, except in the flip he 
| made in his ſtory of Taliacotius*s noſes,” nd 


aſe his manner of ſetting them'on—he was eſteem- 
ut WF ed by the whole: college of phyſicians at that 
a) time, as more Knowing in matters of noſes, 
"than var one Who "HA ever taken them in 
band. 4 CENT ANGER cy 


N dure ban convinced my Aicher, 
chat che true and efficient cauſe of v hat Had 
engaged ſo much the attention of the world, 
and upon wWhieh Prignitæ and Stroderts had 
waſted ſo much learning and fine patts—was 
neither this nor that but that the length and 
goodneſs of the: nofe was owing fimply to the 
ſoftnhefs and flaccidity in the nurſe's breaſt 
as the flatneſs and ſhortneſs of puiſne noſes was 
to the firmneſs: and elaftie 'repulſion _ the 
ame 
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fame organ of nutrition in the hale and hvely 
——whch, though happy for the woman, was 
the undoing of the child, inaſmuch as his noſe 
| vas fo ſaubb'd, fo rebuff d, fo rebated, and fo 
| refrigerated thereby, as never to arrive ad 
| menſuram ſuam legitimam ;— but that in caſe of 
* the flaceidity and ſoftneſs of the nurſe or mo. 
_ ther's breaſt——by ſinking into it, quoth Pa- 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


— —e 


— 
: 


revs, as into ſo much butter, the noſe was 
_ comforted, nouriſh'd, plump'd up, rtreſh'd, 
refocillated, and ſet a-growing for eyer. 


. 


I bave but two things to obferve of Pargur; 


firſt That he proves and explains all this with 

the utmoſt chaſtity and decorum of expreſ- 

_ fron : for which may his ſoul for ever reſt 
111 PPAg Fa 

And, ſecondly, that beſides the ſyſtems of 


his hypotheſis effectually overthrew—it over- 
threw gat the ſame time the ſyſtem of peace 
and harmony of our family; and for three 
days together, not only embroiled matters be- 
tween my father and my mother, but turn'd 
likewiſe the whole houſe and every thing in 
itz except my uncle Toby, quite upfide down. 
Such a ridiculous tale of a diſpute between 


— —— — — ES 
8 
* 
: 
* 


country got vent through the key- hole of a 
My mother, you muſt know but J have 
fifty things more neceſſary to let you know 
fürſt I have a hundred difficulties which 1 
| „„ | | 


— 


— — 


1 


— —— 


—— ne I hp oppg 
1 RET. * 


53 


Prignits and Scroderus, which Ambroſe Pargus 


a man and his wife, never ſurely in any age or 


e 2,0 5.65 ty 


have 


—— W 
4 


c c 


. 
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have promiſed to clear up, and a thouſand di- 
ſtreſſss and domeſtic miſad ventures crowding 
in upon me thick and threefold, one upon the 
neck of another. A cow broke * 
row morning) to my uncle Toby's fortifica- 
tions, and eat up two rations and a half of 
dried grafs, tearing up the ſods with it, which 


faced his horn-work and covered-way.—Trim 


inſiſts upon Being tried by a court- martial 
the cow to be ſhot—— Slop to be crucifin' d. 


myſelf to be triſtram d, and at my very baptiſm 


made a martyr of ——Poor unhappy: devils 
that we all are !-——T want ſyaddling——But 
there is no time to be loſt in exclamations— 
1 have left my father lying acroſs his bed, 
and my uncle Toby in his old fringed chair, 
ſitting beſide him, and promiſed 1 would go 
back to them in half an hour; and five-and- 
ney minutes are laps'd already.— Of all the 
perplexities a mortal author was ever ſeen in 
—— this certainly is the greateſt ; for I have 
Hafen:Slawkenbergius*s folio, Sir, to finiſh - 
a dialogue between my father and my uncle 
Toby, upon the folution of Prignitx, Scroderusg 


- Ambroſe Paræut, Panocrates, and 'Grangoufier 


to relate 4 tale out of Slawkernbergius to 
tranſlate; and all this in five minutes leſs than 
no time at all Such a head ! would to Heaven 
my enemies only ſaw the inſide of it! 


7 Fu * : p * 
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cn AP. XXXIX. 
Tn was not any one ſcene more en- 


tertaining in our family and to do 


it juſtice in this point—I here put off my cap 
and lay it upon the table cloſe beſide my ink- 


Horn, on purpoſe to make my declaration to 


the world concerning this one article che more 


folemn——that ] believe in my ſoul (unleſs 
my love and partiality to my underſtanding 
Þlinds me) the hand of the Supreme Maker 
and firſt Deſigner of all things never made or 
put a family together (in that period at leaſt 


of it which I have ſat down to write the ſtory 
of here the characters of it were caſt 
or contraſted with ſo dramatic a felicity as 


ours was, for. thts end; or in which the ca- 
ies of affording ſuch exquiſite ſcenes, and 


the powers of ſhifting them perpetually from 


morning to night, were lodged and intruſted 


with ſo unlimited a er ne 28 in che 


SHANDY FAMILY. *- ©: 
Not any one of theſe was more: 8 1 


| tay; i in this whimſical theatre of our than 
uently arofe out of this: feif ſame 
long noſes——eſpecially when my 


father's imagination was heated with the in- 
quiry, and nothing would ſerve him but to 
heat my uncle Toby's too. 

My uncle Toby would give my father all 


| . fair * in this 3 and with in- 


1 


egg. eee Ges e dare „ 1% Am a - 


finiße 
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finite patience woud fic ſmoking his pipe for 
whole hours together, whil{t my father was 
practiſing upon his head, and trying every ac- 
ceffible. avenue to drive W and . 
ru ſolutions· into i. 

Whether they were re my n Toby 8 
reaſon or contrary to it or that his brain 


89 LY 7 


wus Hke damp tinder, and no ſpark could poſ- 


fbly: take hold or that it was ſo full of 
faps, mines, blinds; curtins, and ſueh military 
diſquatifications to his ſeeing: cicarly-1 into Pyig- 
wiz and Scraderus's! doftrines—Þ ſay not; 
let ſchoolmen—ſeullions, nant; and en- 
gineers, fight for it among themſel ves 


+1*Dwas forme misſortune, E make no doubs; 
m-This affair, chat my father had every word 


of it to tranſlate for the benefit of my uncle 


Toby, and render out ob'S/awkenberginss La- 


uin, of which as he was: no great maſter, his 
tranflarion' was not always'of the pureſt 
and generally leaſt fo where Wʃ s — 
ed. — This naturally openid a door to a fecond 
mis fortune; — that in the warmer p 
ef his zeal to open my uncle Toby? S eyes 
my father's ideas ran on as much faſter than 
te trauflation, as the tranſlat ion outmoved my 
uncle Toby's——geither the one or thesuthee 
added — to en on: 28 father's 


lecture. nl CE TIC enn „ Fre: 2 
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. CHAP. "Xs 10 e 
11 0 14114 igt ei ene e LISA : 
K a ratiocination and making . 
- 23 logiſms— 1 mean in man — for in ſupe- 
rior 3 wf* beings, ſuch as angels and {pi- 
rits—— tis all done, may it pleaſe your wor- 
Fhips, as they tell me, by INxTUTHIoN : —and 
beings inferior, as your worſhips all know ! 
- ſyllogize by their noſes: though there is E 
an iſland ſwimming in the ſea (though nor 1 
altogether at its caſe) whoſe inhabitants, if | 
my intelligence deceives- me not, are ſo won- ; 
derfully gifted, as to ſyllogize aſter the fame : 
faſhion, and oft- times to make very well out 
10% :—but:thar's neither here nor there 
Fhe gift of doing it as it ſhould be amonęſt 
us, or- the great and principal act of ratio- 
cination in man, as logicians tell us, is the 
finding out the agreement or diſagreement of 
two ideas one with another, by the interven- | 
tion of a chird (called the medius terminus;) 5 
Juſt as a man, as Locke well obſerves, by a 
yard, finds wo mens nine- pin alleys to be of 1 
the ſame length, which could not be brought 1 
together, to I equality by ws 4 
eee FT 
| dithe ſame great: apex W on, as 4 
1 
| 


* 
* * 1 . 
a _ } th. a 


ny. father illuſtrated his ſyſtems of noſes, and 
obſerved my uncle Toby's\deportment—what 
great atteption he, gave to every word—and, 
56 Eu aft as he took his Pipe from his mouth, , wh 4 
W What 


r OT" 
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what dau) ſeriouſneſs he contemplated 


the length of it——lurveying it tranſverſely as 
he held it betwixt his finger and his thumb 
then foreright— then this way, and then 
that, in all its poſſible directions and foreſHhort- 
enings be would have concluded my uncle 


Toby had got hold of the medius ter minus, and 
Was- ſyllogizing and meaſuring with it the 


truth of each hypothefis of long noſes, in or- 


der, as my father laid them before him. This, 


by the by, was more than my father wanted; 


his aim in all the pains he was at in theſe 


philoſaphic lectures as to enable my uncle 
Toby not to diſcuſ. but comprebenu to 
bold the grains and ſcruples of learning not 


to weigh them. My uncle Toby, as you 


will read in the next de did eee che 
one ar the Nor. 


1 2 25 enar. N 
193 1 5 3158 CON? 
1s a pie rde my! karten ne winkes 
night, after-a three hours painful tranſ- 


* of Slawkenbergins tis a Pity, eried 


my father, putting my mother's thread- paper 


into the bock for a mark, as he ſpoke that 


truth, brother Toby, ſhould ſhut herſelf up in 


fuch impregnable faſtneſſes, and be ſo obſti - 


nate as not to ſurrender herfelf 8 up: 
upon the cloſeſt frege.— 
Nov it happened then, as indeed it had of- 


ten done before, that my uncle Toby's fancy, 


i FREE during 
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during the time of my father's explanation of 
Prignitz to him having nothing to ſtay it 
there, had taken a ſhort flight to the bowling- 
green his body might as well have taken a 
tur i there too ſo that with all the ſemblance 
of a deep ſehool-· man intent upon the mediui 
tenminus my uncle Poby was in fact as igno. 
rant of the whole lecture, and all its pro's and 
con's, as if my father had been tranſlating 
Hafen Slatutenbetgius from the Latin tongue 
into the Cherokee; But the word fege, like a 
taliſmanie power, in my father's meraphor, 
wafting back my uncle Toby's fancy, quick 
as a note could follow the touch he open'd 
his ears and my father obſerving that he 
Kook his pipe out of his mouth; and ſhuffled 
Sis chair nearer the table, as with a deſire to 

ofit my father with great pleaſure began 
E ſentence again changing only the plan, 
and dropping the metaphor of the ſiege im it, 
to keep clear of ee dangers ot coma i 9 
A e from it. 1 

Tis a pity, ſaid any! father, chat ach can 
only be on one ſide, Brother Toby ,—confider- 


ig what ingenuity theſe learned men have all 


thewrs in their ſolutions of- noſes.— Can noſes 
* diſſolved ? replied my uncle Toby. 
y father thruſt back his os 
up put on bis hat took four long ſtrides 
to the door —jerked it open——thruſt his 
head half Kg 'Out——ſhat the door again— 


a 
7 | 00K. 
— | 1 
. % . "I : a g , 


twiſted my mother's thread: paper about his 


took-no notice 850 che bad — to 
the table pluck'd my mother s thread- 
per out of Slawkenbergins's book»——wend t 
ſtily to his bureau—-walked Alowly ee nt 


thumb unbutton'd his wailcoat—threw-my 
mother's thread - paper into the fire bit her 
fattin pin cuſhion in two filled his mouth 
with * ac I eee it; but mark !—ahe 
oath of confuſion: was levell'd at my uncle To- 
by's brain which was e' en contuſed enough 
already the curſe came charged enly with 
the bran the bran, may it pleaſe your ho- 
nours, was no more than powder to the ball. 

Twas well my father's: paſſions laſted not 
long for ſo long as they did laſt, they led 
him a buſy life on't; and it is one of the moſt 


unaccountable problems that ever I met with 


in my obſervations of human nature, that no- 


thing ſhould prove my father's mettle ſo much, 


or make his 0 off ſo. ike gun-pow- 
der, as the unexpected ſtrokes bis ne ag 
with from xhe quaint ſimplicity of my uncle 


Toby's queſtions Had ten dezen of hornets 


ſtung him behind in ſo many different places 
all at one time — he could not have exerted 
more mechanical functions in fewer ſeconds 
or ſtarted half ſo much as with one ſingle quere 
of three words unſeaſonablhy popping in full 


upon him in his hobby -hörſical career. 


8 all one to my uncle * 9 
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e his pipe on with unvaried .compoſure—hi 
heart never intended offence to his brother 
and as his head could ſeldom find out where 
the ſting of it lay —he always gave my father 
the credit of cooling by himfelf.——He' was 
five minutes and thirty-five ane about * 
in the preſent caſe. „ 
By all that's good! ſaid ROS 5 
ing, as he came to himſelf, and taking the oath 
ort of Ernulpbus digeſt of eurſes— (though 
to do my father juſtice it was a fault, as he 
461d Dr Slop in the affair of Ernulphus, which 
he as ſeldom committed as any man upon 
earth) By all that's good and great! bro- 
ther Toby, ſaid my father, if it was not for 
the aids of philoſophy, which befriend one ſo 
much-as«they -do—you would put a man be- 


fade all — by the /o/utions of 


noſes, of which I was telling you, I meant, 


as vou might. have knoun, had you tavoured 


wil one grain of attention, che various 
accounts which learned men of different kinds 
2 ner edge have given the world of the 
cauſes of ſhort and long noſes.— There is no 
cauſe but one, replied my uncle Toby 
Why or ane man's note is longer than another 3. 
but becaule that God pleaſes to have it ſo. 
bat is Grarigeufeer's ſolution, ſaid my 


father. Tis. He, continued: my uncle 
Toby, looking ug, and not regarding my fa- 
| 5 Zuterruption, who: makes. us all, and 

| | frames 


— 
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whilting Lilabullers, with more zal (thou 
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frames and ꝑuts us together in ſuch forms and 
proportions, and for ſuch e ends, a8 1$ agreealJe 
to his infinite wy {dom.— Tis, a pious Account, 


cried, my father, hut not. Ba chere 
is More religion in, it | d*icienc DEG 


Tas no;incanfiltgnt part of i 2 oby's 

character that he feared God,, and re of 
ced religion — 8 the moment. my fat 
niſhed his rmark Toby, 


how” * 


more out of tune) than uſual :: 
8. be E 
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Oauatter-at an appendage to rains 


father as a mark in Slatulenbergiun. Slawken- 
bergius in every page of him was a rich trea- 
ſure of ine thauſtible knowledge to my father 
— he could not open him er ee v And he would 
often ſay in eloſing the book, that if all the 


arts and ſciences in the world, with che boaks 


which treated of them, were loſt 


wiſdom and policies of ö — — | 


ſay, througlh:diſuſe, ever happen to he forgot, 
and all chat ſtateſmen had wrote, or- eauſed te 
be written, upon the ſtrong or the weak ſides 


1 courts and — W Regs 


come of. may We 8 thread-aper? ; 


4.3»ſyy the' thread-paper-might be of ſame 
conſequence» to:my-mother——af. none to my 
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alſo—and Slawkenhe only left—there would 
Wecrdug h in hin rk conſcience, he would 
ſay, to et the world a. going again. A treaſure 
therefore was he indeed! an inftitute of all 
that wWas neceffir) ic be known of noſes, and 
every thing elfe— Lat Hain, noon, and vel- 
pers was n Slawtenbergius his recreation 


and delight: *twas for ever in his hands — yon 


would have fworn, Sir, it had been à canon's 


prayer-book—fo worn, ſo glazed, fo contrit- 


ed and attrited was it with fingers and with 


thumbs in all its parts, from one end even un- 


to the other. 
I am not ſuch a bigot to Slawkenbergiu: as 


my father ;z——there is a fund in him, no 
doebt : but in my opinion, the beſt 1 don't 
fay the moſt profitable, but the moſt amuſing 


part of Hafen Slawkenbergius, is his tales 
and, conſidering he was a German, many of 
7 them told not without fancy :—theſe take up 


his ſecond book, containing nearly one half of 
His fohs, and are comprehended, in ten de- 


_cades, each decade containing ten tales 
Philotopby 3 is not built upon tales; and there- 


tore twas certainly wrong in Slatokenbergiu! to 


ſend them into the world by that name. — 


There are a few of them in his eighth, ninth, 
and tenth decades, which I own feem rather 


| Thais and ſportive, chan ſpeculative—bur in 


they are to be looked upon by tbe 
as a detail of ſo many independent 


"Sas, al of them ee round ſomehow or 


GUACE 


— 


other upon the main hinges ot his ſubject, and 
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collected by him with great fidelity, and added 


to his wo 


kk as ſo many illuſtrations upon the 


doctrines of ;nofes. 


As we have leiſure, enough upon our hands 
if you give me leave, madam, I'll tell you 


> SL. 
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the ninth tale of his tenth decade, 
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